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Russians want onion wtth Iraq, Syria 

MOSCOW (R) — An aide to ultra-nationalist leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky on Monday proposed creating a militar y and political 
-union with countries such as Syria, Iraq and Libya to boost 
Russia's security. At a “round-table” discussion which blasted 
Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev, Alexei Mitrofanov made dear 
Mr. Zhirinovsky’s Liberal Democratic Party (LDPR) would seek 
big changes at the foreign ministry if it won December's 
parliamentary election. Attempts to develop dose ties with the 
West since the Soviet Union coUapsed in 1991 had led nowhere, he 
said. “Russia should create a military-political union, not like die 
■Warsaw Pact but on the basis of free will and geopolitical 
interests,” Mr. Mitrofanov, who describes himself as foreign 
minister of the LDPR’s shadow cabinet, «»*< Countries Russia 
Should form an alliance with induded Serbia, Libya. Syria* Ran, 
Iraq, Cyprus, Greece, the former Yugoslav republic of Macedo- 
nia, Bulgaria, Belarus, Armenia and former Soviet republics of 
Central Asia, he said. " •/ 
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S. Arabia aims to cut foreign workforce 

MANAMA (AFP) — Saudi Arabia aims to slash the number of 
foreign workers in a bid to boost local employment, an expert said 
Monday. The five-year pip from 1995-2000 aims to eliminate 
foreign workers in tbe public sector, including civil aviation, sodal 
security and sodal insurance, said Mohammad Abdullah Ai 
Baraev, chairman of the management development programme at 
King Fahd University’s industrial management college. Saudi 
Arabia is the biggest employer of foreign labour in the Gulf, and 
expatriates represent £9 per cent of its workforce. Mr. Buraey told 
an international three-day conference here that Saudi Arabia 
aimed to find jobs for 51 1 ,000 Saudis in the next five years, either 
by creating jobs or replacing foreigners. Ninety-five per cent 
would be in the private sector. He acknowledged, however, that 
young Saudis preferred the public sector, where they were better 
paid for shorter hours. longer holidays and had job security. 
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Jordan 
keen to 
develop 
Arab ties 
-PM 

£ AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 

' Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker said on Monday Jor- 
dan was keen to enhance 
relations with Arab countries 
in all fields. 

Chairing a meeting of the 
Higher National Economic 
Committee for International 
Negotiations* Sharif Zeid 
said: “We are part of this 
nation and share one history, 
higher pan-Arab interests 
and one future.” 

Tbe prime minister under- 
lined the importance of open- 
ness to the world through 
regional and international, 
cooperation. “The coopera- 
tion that we accept is that 
which guarantees our one- 
ness with our nation and the 
Arab body,” he said. 

. Sharif Zeid said Jordan 
should adhere to its priorities 
and goals in any matter in its 
talks with other parties. He 
also said coordination among 
the various national institu- 
tions should be raised to the 
highest levels. 

The committee, which in- 
cludes Royal Court Chief 
Marwan At Qasem, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Educa- 
tion Minister Abdul Raouf 
Al Rawabdeh, the ministers of 
^ finance, transport, industry 
-and trade, water and irriga- 
tion and planning as well as 
the planning secretary at the 
Ministry -of Planning, discus- 
sed several issues, mainly 
Jordanian preparations to 
take part in the Barcelona 
conference next month and 
an assessment of Jordan’s 
performance in its negotia- 
tions with the European Un- 
ion (EU) on a partnership 
agreement as well as prepara- 
tions to join the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 

- In addition, the committee 
discussed issues related to re- 
gional finance institutions ex- 
pected to be founded at the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA), summit which 
will be held in Amman later 
tiiis month. 

• Participants in the meeting 
decided to set up a higher 
steering committee headed 
by Sharif Zeid. It indudes 
ministers and representatives 
of the concerned government 
departments and the private 
sector to (haft policies on the 
Jordan-EU partnership 
agreement and Jordan’s entry 
to GATT. 
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League has no funds 
to pay salaries 

CAIRO (AP) — The 22- 
member Arab League has 
. mid hundreds of its bureauc- 
^Us in Cairo that it has no 
money to pay their salaries 
b^moins this month, offi- 
cials said Monday. The 
league has repeatedly called 
on its members to pay about 
S80 million in arrears so that 
it can cany out its functions 
and pay its 500 employees. 
Tbe Cairo-based league also 
owes about SI million in 
overdue bills to the Egyptian 
government “We appeal to 
Arab government to pay 
their financial commitments 
to the league so that it can 
carry out its obligations,” 
Talaat Hamid, the league 
spokesman, told the Associ- 
ated Press. Officials at the 
league said they were told 
tirey would not be paid for 
October and probably the 
few months, too. 


Egypt, India sign 

accord on terrorism 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt and 
tatia signed a cooperation 
^cord to fight terrorism as 
India’s Premier P.V. Narasi- 
Ijah Rao ended a 24-visit to 
vtiro 0n Monday, the Egyp- 
® Bn °cws agency MENA re- 
puted. The accord involved 
joe exchange of information 
[*tween the two countries 
’II? ttganised crime in- 
da ding terrorist crimes,” the 

agency said. 


Israel will complete 
pullback by Dec. 31, 
- Palestinian agency 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Israel will begin to withdraw 
its troops from six Palestinian 
towns on tbe West Bank on 
Oct. 25 and will complete the 
pullback by Dec. 31, the 
Palestinian news agency 
WAFA said Monday. 

Tbe timetable was set dur- 
ing talks between Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres and Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat Sunday 
at the Erez crossing between 
Israel and the Gaza Strip. 

Under the timetable: 

— The withdrawal from 
Jenin will start on OcL 25 and 
end by Nov. 19; 

— Nov. 19 — troops will 
start leaving Tulkarem with 
the last on Dec. 10; 

— An army pullback in 
KallriKya and Nablus will be- 
gin on Nov. 26 to be com- 
pleted by Dec. 17; 

— Next will be Betlehem 
starting Dec. 3 and finishing 
by Dec. 21, three days before 
start of the Christmas 
celebrations; 

— Withdrawal from 
RamaOah will begin on Dec. 
10 to be completed by Dec. 
31. 

A partial redeployment of 


Israefi troops will begin in tbe 
flashpoint town of Hebron on 
Dec. 10 and end on Dec. 31. 

Special arrangements bave 
been made to allow Palesti- 
nian residents in Hebron to 
take part in elections to an 
82-member self-rule council. 
But WAFA bad no details. 

Mr. Arafat has said the 
first Palestinian elections will 
take place before Jan. 22. 

Under the Sept. 28 auton- 
omy deal to extend self-rule 
on the West Bank soldiers 
will stay in Hebron; scene of 
tbe February 1994 mosque 
massacre, where 400 settlers 
five among 120,000 Palesti- 
nians. 

Israel has already began to 
implement tbe accord with a 
symbolic withdrawal from 
four Palestinian villages en- 
ding 28 years of occupation. 
It has also freed 900 Palesti- 
nian prisoners out of the 
6,000 held in its jails. 

Hamas leader freed 

Mr. Arafat on Monday 
ordered the release of a 
Hamas leader after nearly 
four months in a Gaza jail. 

Sheikh Ahmad Bahr was 
arrested on June 26 during a 


Palestinian police sweep the 
day after a suicide attack by a 
Hamas militant in which 
three Israeli soldiers were 
murdered in the south of the 
self-rule Gaza Strip. 

Sheikh Bahr said on his 
release that he was “optimis- 
tic” about prospects for 
reaching a reconciliation be- 
tween tiie PLO- led Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) and Hamas. 

His release comes after 
Mr. Arafat met Friday with 
12 Hamas leaders in the West 
Bank for the first time. 

The head of tbe self-rule 
authority appealed to Hamas 
to take part in the first 
Palestinian elections. 

Hamas, which is opposed 
to the autonomy accords 
signed with Israel, has re- 
fused to lift its threat of furth- 
er anti-Israeli attacks, one of 
foe PLO’s main demands for 
a reconciliation. 

Police said about 40 Hamas 
members are still in Palesti- 
nian jails. 

Witnesses said two Israeli 
Arab leaders escorted Sheikh 
Bahr out of Gaza prison after 
they held talks with Mr. Ara- 
fat. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Saddam’s 99.96 victory hailed 
in Iraq, but dismissed outside 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
won a near-total victory in a 
referendum on his presiden- 
cy, according to results 
announced on Monday, de- 
monstrating he retains his 
grip on national politics de- 
spite crippling U.N. sanc- 
tions. 

Izzat Ibrahim, President 


Saddam's deputy in the ruling 
Revolutionary Command 
Council (RCC), said the 
president — the sole candi- 
date — won 99.96 per cent of 
more than eight million valid 
votes cast on a turnout of 
99.47 per cent. 

Foreign observers saw 
thousands of Iraqis voting 
“Yes” on Sunday and at 
monitored polling stations 
tellers faithfully recorded the ' 
trickle of “no” votes. It was a 
secret ballot but nonetheless 
many Iraqis voted in open 
view of election officers. 

Iraqis took to the streets in 
celebration following the- re- 
ferendum, with some firing 
automatic rifles into the night 


air and others chanting, beat- 
ing drums and dancing. 

State-run newspapers pro- 
nounced the results a “great 
victory and boasted that it 
showed np Washington’s 
failed policies towards Bagh- 
dad, which It drove out of 
Kuwait in the 1991 Gulf war. 

Mr. Ibrahim, the official in 
charge of balloting, 
announced that 8,357,560 
registered voters turned ont 
for the poll, with 8,348,700 
voting for the president and 
giving President Saddam 
99.96 per cent of tbe total. 

A total of 8,402321 had 
been registered for tbe re- 
ferendum, the first time Pres- 
ident Saddam asked his peo- 
ple to give their verdict since 
be came to power in 1979. 

Mr. Ibrahim did not say 
how many of the remaining 
8,860 non-yes ballots were 
“no” or deemed void by the 
authorities. 

President Saddam held the 
vote in an effort to show he 
has tiie support of the people 
despite five years of crippling 


U.N. sanctions and defec- 
tions that prompted predic- 
tions he was losing Ins grip on 
power. 

The 58-year-old leader had 
in the past been automatical- 
ly reelected by the ruling 
RCC, which he chairs. 

“This election is a turning 
point in our blessed revolu- 
tion,” Mr. Ibrahim said after 
giving a fust projection of 100 
per cent support. He asked 
the “enemies of Iraq to pot 
their hatred to one side” and 
accept the referendum result. 

Mr. Ibrahim said earlier 
that results in Baghdad con- 
stituencies showed only a 
handful of votes had been 
cast against -the president. 

President Saddam scored 
perfect 100 per cent in the 
capital’s fourth district but 
there was 26 “no” votes in 
tiie city’s third district, said 
Mr. Ibrahim, a long-time ally 
of the president. 

Earlier, independent 
observers at voting station in 

(Continued on page 7) 


UAE leader urges 
end to Iraqi embargo, 
criticises Kuwait 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) president in a policy 
turnaround, on Monday 
urged tbe United Nations to 
end its crippling embargo 
against Iraq and sharply criti- 
cised Kuwait. 

Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
Al Nahayan assailed Muslim 
militants battling govern- 
ments in Egypt and other 
countries. 

“It is time for Arab recon- 
ciliation,” he said, 
the official agency W J 
“The end of the sanctions 
and tiie suffering of die Iraqi 
people has also become a 
duty.” 

“President Saddam Hus- 
sein is only one man who has 
made mistakes but who is 
the price now?” he 
new ambassadors 
of Jordan, tiie Netherlands, 
Poland, BrazQ and Sri Lanka 
as they presented their accre- 
ditations at his luxurious 
palace. 

“There are more than 18 
million Iraqis who are suffer- 
ing starvation and poverty. 
Any Arab who accepts tins 
has nothing to do with Arab- 


ism and humanity.” 

It was the first time tbe 
UAE called outright for lift- 
ing the sanctions, imposed by 
tbe U.N. Security Council 
when Iraqi forces invaded 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990. 

The UAE was one of the 
Arab states in tiie U.S.-led 
coalition which ejected tbe 
Iraqis from Kuwait after 
seven months of occupation. 

“There is no doubt Sad- 
dam has node many mistakes 
but he is a human: and hu- 
mans always make mistakes,” 
Sheikh Zayed said. 

“But onr brothers in 
Kuwait have also made a 
mistake when they rejected 
rapprochement with Arab 
countries which are see k i n g a 
reconciliation. How could 
you say no to a country which 
wants reconciliation with 
you? 

“Those countries did not 
fight along with Iraq against 
you hot have adopted certain 
attitudes and now want a 
reconciliation. Why don’t we 
turn the page of the past and 
cooperate with each other." 

Kuwait, a member of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 


MENA conference aims at ensuring peace 
brings in prosperity, stability for all - King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) conference 
due to open m Amman on 
OcL 29 aims “to ensure that 
the peac. we are building 
grows lo bear fruits of 
prosperity and stability 
both for ourselves and for 
the generations to come,” 
His Majesty King Hussein 
has said. 

In an introduction to a 
handbook containing 
Jordanian-proposed pro- 
jects to be submitted at tbe 
MENA summit. King Hus- 
sein said: “The barriers 
which once divided us are 
gradually being trans- 
formed into bridges of 
cooperation and fresh 
winds of political freedom 
and economic liberalisation 
are breathing new life into* 
the Middle East and North 
Africa." 

The handbook, comf 
by the International 
Office at the Royal Court 
under the supervirion of 
Her Royal Hi rim ess Prin- 
cess Ghida Trial, lists the 
different projects which are 
to be taken up at the three- 


day meeting to 'be held 
under Royal patronage. 

Following is the full text 
of die King’s introduction 
to the handbook: 

“The great cultures of the 
Middle East and North 
Africa have prospered from 
their interaction with other 
peoples. Indeed, mankind’s 
first civilisations were bom 
in the Middle East, at the 
crossroads of three conti- 
nents. The lands of the 
Middle East and North 
Africa flourished with a vib- 
rant exchange of ideas and 
trade both among them- 
selves and with Asia, Africa 
and Europe. The vitality 
and grandeur of these civi- 
lisations were based on a 
rich tradition of diversity 
and openness. A return to 
this heritage is what we 
seek today. 

“Throughout most of this 
century, our region was pa- 
ralysed by two core prob- 
lems: colonialism ana the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. While 
the era of colonial domina- 
tion ended decades ago. 
Arabs and Israelis are only 
now drawing onr long, bit- 



ter struggle to* an end. With 
the achievement of a last- 
ing, comprehensive peace 
based on justice, the peo- 
ples of the Middle East and 
North Africa can finally re- 
move the obstacles that 
have hindered us from 
building our societies and 
our future. Only by drawing 
from our common well- 
springs of tolerance and in- 
teraction can the children of 


Abraham build a prosper- 
ous tomorrow. 

“The barriers which once 
divided us are gradually 
being transformed into 
bridges of cooperation, and 
fresh winds of political free- 
dom and economic liber- 
alisation are breathing new 
life into the Middle East 
and North Africa. The peo- 
ples of this region are step- 
ping forward to shape their 
own destiny. As a continua- 
tion of the path we 
embarked upon in Madrid, 
the annual MENA confer- 
ence aims to ensure that the 
peace we are building grows 
to bear fruits of prosperity 
and stability both for 
ourselves and for genera- 
tions to come. 

On behalf of our Jorda- 
nian family, I welcome you 
to Jordan and to the 1995 
MENA conference. May 
the success of this confer- 
ence bring blessings to tbe 
peoples of our region, who 
have long suffered and to- 
day look for the chance to 
create a better future for 
themselves and for their 
children.” 


Council (GCC) along with 
the UAE, has rejected calls 

for a reconciliation with Iraq, 
saying it would not deal with 
President Saddam. 

And it has shrugged off 
attempts by Jordan, Sudan 
and other Arab countries to 
improve ties after it per- 
ceived that they sided with 
Baghdad daring the Gulf cri- 
sis. 

It has also called for no 
ffl pn a of the sanctions, which 
have brought the Iraqi eco- 
nomy to its knees ar 
rived the oil market of nc 
three million barrels per day 
of ofl. 

The United States said last 
week lifting a ban on oil 
exports, a vital source of in- 
come for Iraq, could take at 
least a year after U.N. dis- 
armament chief Rolf Ekeos 
reported that Baghdad had 
concealed important in- 
formation on its weapon 
p ro g rammes. 

GCC member Qatar has 
also called for an end to the 
sanctions. 

Sheikh Zayed, one of the 

(Coo tinned on page 7) 


Israel 

ponders 

Lebanon 

options 

MARJAYOUN (Agencies) 
— Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, under pressure 
to hit back at guerrillas who 
killed nine Israeli soldiers, 
had talks with his military 
commandeis in South Leba- 
non on Monday for the third 
time in five days. 

Mf . Rabin and army chief 
General Anmon Shahak flew 
to Marjayoun by helicopter 
and met large numbers of 
Israeli officers and General 
Antoine Lahd, commander 
of the allied South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia, SLA 
sources said. 

Uri Lurrani, Israel’s co- 
ordinator for South Lebanon, 
was also at the talks, tbe 
sources said. 

Gen. Labd, said later 

“If the situation remains as 
it is today there will be some- 
one that will pay die price. It 
will be the Lebanese state 
that pays this price.” 

Guerrillas attacked an 
SLA outpost hours after Mr.' 
Rabin inspected a nearby 
ambush site where six of hu 
sol (tiers were killed on Sun- 
day. 

Fighters of Hizbollah 
Masted the Sojod outpost of 
SLA with rocket-propelled 
grenades shortly after midday 
(1000 GMT), wounding a 
militiaman, security sources 
reported. 

The Israelis said two SLA 
militiamen were tighdy hurt 
in the attack on the position 
in the Israeli-occupied border 
strip. 

Lebanese security sources, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said tiie Israelis 
and SLA fighters fired re- 
taliatory artillery and tank 
barrages. 

There- was no word on 
casualties from the shelling of 
Iqtim AI Tufah, a Hizbollah 
stronghold, the sources said. 

Israeli officials have 
pledged to avenge tbe killing 
of the six soldiers Sunday and 
three others in tiie same area 
Thursday. 

A similar rash of guerrilla 
strikes m July 1993 triggered 
a week-long Israeli offensive 
which killed 147 people, 
mostly Lebanese civilians. 

The heightened tension 
ahead of a special Israeli 
cabinet session on Lebanon 
Tuesday prompted hundreds 
of Lebanese to flee towns and 
villages in the south, the last 
active Arab-Israeli warfronL 
But there was no signs of a 
mass exodus, as there was in 
1993. 

In the port city of Tyre, 
Hizbollah vehicles drove 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat to lead high-level 
team to Amman summit 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Palestine National Authori- 
ty (PNA) will take part in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) represent- 
ed by Palestine President 
Yasser Arafat and a high 
level delegation including 
at least four ministers, 
according to Palestine 
Embassy Charge d’ Affaires 
in Amman Omar Khatib. 

Palestinian private and 
public sector representa- 
tives will be represented at 
the conference, Mr. Khatib 
said. 

Palestinians, however, 
consider themselves part- 
ners rather than participants 
since Jordanian and Pales- 
tinian interests are identi- 
cal, be said. 

TTie Palestinian delega- 
tion will submit up to 25 
projects from the private 
and public sectors to the 


conference. 

They will include infra- 
structure schemes and eco- 
nomic plans urgently need- 
ed by the Palestinian peo- 
ple. Mr. Khatib said 
' Ministers responsible for 
the economy in Jordan, 
Palestine, Egypt and Israel 
met at the start of October 
to discuss regional projects 
which they intend to submit 
to the conference, be said 

The four parties agreed 
on tbe establishment of free 
trade zones in Aqaba and 
Rafah, Egypt the establish- 
ment of tonrist zones in the 
Dead Sea area and Aqaba, 
to link electric power grids 
in the four countries and to 
lay a pipeline network to 
cany natural gas from 
Egypt to Jordan, Israel and 
Palestine, the envoy said 

Mr. Khatib also said tbe 
PNA supported the creation 


of a regional development 
bank, since the proposed- 
bank would guarantee the 
implementation of regional 
projects. 

Also Monday, Chairman 
of the Jordanian Business- 
men's Association (JBA) 
Hamdi Tabba’3 said the pri- 
vate sector in Jordan attach- 
es great hopes to the com- 
ing conference. 

He said he hoped that 
many of the Jordanian pro- 
jects will be' implemented 
through funds to be pledged 
during or after the confer- 
ence . 

Mr. Tabba'a said the pri- 
vate sector had prepared. 
136 projects to be submitted 
to tbe MENA conference 
for implementation with the 
help of or in partnership 
with foreign business 
investors. 


‘Ethnic cleansing ? 
renewed in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — A 
fresh wave of minorities is 
about to be cleansed from 
Serb-held northern Bosnia, 
U.N. officials warned Mon- 
day as Bosnia's frontlines sta- 
bilised five days into a coun- 
trywide ceasefire. 

“There are signs that the 
expulsions may begin any day 
now,” said United Nations 
High Commission for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) spokes- 
man, Kris Janowski. 
“There’s been organising of 
buses and some have already 
been forced from their homes 
and rounded up into collec- 
tion centres,” he adc’^d, cit- 
ing “independent" sources. 

Ethnic cleansing — the 
forced explusion of one 
ethnic group by another — 
has been a central feature of 
the Bosnian conflict, particu- 
larly in Serb-held areas where 
the process has been hall- 
marked by human rights 
abuses. 

Mr. Janowski said the gra- 
dual reduction in fighting in 
the northwest of Bosnia 
would “give the cleansers 
time to organise the expul- 
sions again.” 

Some 6,600 civilians have 
been expelled since the be- 
ginning of the month. In the 
last couple of days however, 
there was a lull in the traffic, 
Mr. Janowski said. Many of 
these were from towns that 
subsequently fell to govern- 
ment forced advancing from 
the west. 

Half a million Croats and 
Muslims lived in the greater 
Banja Luka region based 
around the largest Serb stron- 


ghold in this part of the coun- 
try. Only a few thousand now 
remain, “perhaps 6,000 to 
8,000 are left,” Mr. Janowski 
said. 

Of those forced from their 
homes in the region, mainly 
women, children and the 
elderly, many accuse the Bos- 
nian Serb army of committing 
abuses and holding back 
menfolk. Aid officials fear 
the draff-age men are being 
held in a series of detention 
camps in northern Bosnia. 

Meanwhile, the military 
situation in the former | 
Yugoslav republic continued 
to improve according to U.N. 
military spokesman Chris 
Vemon. “The ceasefire is 
holding very well along the 
vast majority of the con- 
frontation line with an ever 
decreasing number of firing 
incidents,” he said. 

The exception though re- 
mains northwest Bosnia 
where U.N. officials said 
fighting flared on Sunday. 
“Fighting continues but there 
are no considerable land 
gains and slowly the armies 
are decreasing operations,” 
Lieutenant-Colonel Vemon 
said. 

Access to the area for the 
U.N. peacekeepers, howev- 
er, continued to be a prob- 
lem, especially on the gov- 
ernment and Croat side of 
the lines. Col. Vemon said. 

U.N. military observers 
have been sent to the Bos- 
nian Serb side of the lines in 
the northwest in a bid to 
settle the claim and counter - 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arab 
League 
works on 
stranded 
expellees 

CAIRO (AFP) — Libya has 
agreed to halt the expulsion 
of Palestinians but the fate of 
: 1,000 of them stranded in a 
no-man's land on the border 
with Egypt has yet to be 
resolved, the Arab League 
said Monday. 

“The Arab League con- 
tinues to use its good offices 
to settle the problem of 
Palestinians who have 
already been expelled,” and 
been stranded since the start 
of October, Assistant Secret- 
ary General Said Kamal told 
AFP. 

He said an agreement be- 
tween Cairo and Tripoli . 
announced here last week ap- 
plied to Palestinians still liv- " 
mg in Libya but not the 
stranded. 

Libya has “committed it- 
self not to carry out any 
further expulsion of Palesti- 

( Continued on page 7) 
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Old City quarter 
on its guard for 
Jerusalem battle 


. OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Conquerors of the 
Holy Land have come and 
gone but within walls inside 
die walled Old City lives an 
ancient Christian community 
which, has survived the 
tnmnhnous history of Jeru- 
salem, 

Ahead of the battle for 
Jerusalem that holds the key 
to the success of the whole 
Arab-Israeli peace process, 
the Armenians hope their 
traditional neotraiity and lack 
of political ambition will 
serve as their best defence. 

The Armenians, number- 
ing only 3,000 to 4,000 in 
Israel and the Palestinian ter- 
ritories, have a quarter of 
their own in the annexed Old 
City, covering a sixth of some 
of the most coveted land in 
the world. 

“We have lived through far 
more precarious times over 
die centuries,” said Patriarch 
Torkom Manoogian. 

“But, of course, changes 
may come after the final 
scene of the peace process. In 
politics, there is no morality, 
so you cannot tell what the 
final course of events will 
be.” 

A successful businessman 
said that since Israel seized 
■ East Jerusalem and the West 
bank in 1967, it has always 
been “a delicate balancing 
act” for the Armenians. “In 
general, we try to keep our 
distance from both sides,” he 
said. 

During the intifada which 
raged from 1987 up until 1994 
when Palestinian autonomy 
was launched, the walled . 
Armenian monastery which 
gave refuge to 1915 genocide 
survivors and is now home to 
100 families was considered a 
haven. 

The only time the Palesti- 
nian uprising did penetrate 
the compound was m August 
1991 when the Armenians 
had their own “martyr,” 17- 
year-old Artin Golczum, shot 
dead by Israeli troops during 
a protest. 

The body of Artin, a mem- 
ber of the Fateh Hawks in the 
Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation’s (PLO) main fao 
tion, was smuggled in for 
burial from the West Bank 
town of Ramallah, recalls 
writer Kevork HmfHan. 

In the religions sweep- 
stakes of Jerusalem, the 


Armenians have held on to 
their equal status until the 
Greek Orthodox and the 
Latins as custodians of 
Christian sites in the Holy 
Land. 

“We, seven million Arme- 
nians, have the same rights as 
the world's 800 million 
Catholics and 500 million 
Orthodox,” said Bishop 
Gnregh Kapikian, who 
pointed out that Armenia 
was the first Christian state. 

After the fall of Jerusalem 
in 1187 and defeat of the 
Crusaders, Salahadin expel- 
led all Christians save the 
Armenians, who were among 
the earliest pilgrims to Jeru- 
salem. 

The patriarchate, which 
has a beautiful church of 
countless lamps where tour- 
ists come to hear the chanted 
ljtoxgy, dates back to the 7th 
century. In 1432, Mameluke 
Saltan Chaqmaq granted it a 
symbolic tax-free status. 

“We had no political 
aspirations and no empire be- 
hind us,” said the 76-year-old 
patriarch, seated on an 
armchair which happened to 
have a T-shirt of the Kara- 
bakh conflict draped across 
the back. 


There have been some ex- 
ceptions, such as in more 
recent times. 

In a house-with-an idyllic 
courtyard among the maze of 
cobbled pavements and low 
tunnels lives Albert Aghaza- 
rian of Bir Zeit university 
who was a spokesman in the 
Palestinian delegation at die 
October 1991 Madrid peace 
conference. 


All is not always rosy be- 
of t 


hind the gates of the Saint 
James monastery, where an 
unarmed guard doses off the 
outside world at 10 p.m. 

Some tenants complained 
the church, as the landlord of 
the whole Armenian Quar- 
ter, meddled too much in 
sensitive issues erf key money 
for sale of leases. Forty per 
cent of proceeds go to the 
patriarchate and 60 per cent 
to die tenan t. 

The basic principle is to 
keep p roperty in Armenian 
hands, just like the Jews, 
Muslims and other Christians 
in the larger three quarters of 
tiie Old City at the focus of 
religious rivalries through the 
ages. 


Muslim militant held 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
Muslim militant leader 
has been arrested on 
charges of slander against 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, the Associated Press 
reported yesterday quot- 
ing family and judicial 
sources. 

Atta Abu Rishteh, 51 , a 
spokesman for the Hezb 
A1 Tahrir, or Liberation 
Party, was detained Satur- 
day in his office in Rus- 
setfa, 27 kilometres south- 
east of Amman. 

“Police arrested him in 
broad daylight and we ha- 
ven’t been able to find out 
where he is and what the ' 
charges against him are,” 
the AP quoted Mr. Abu 
Rishteh’s wife, who de- 
clined to give her name in- 
line with Muslim custom. 


in an interview with the 
Arabic l an g ua g e A1 Hi war 
weekly, the AP report 
said. 

“Abu Rishteh has been 
charged with belonging to 
an illegal organisation and 
slandering His Majesty 
the King,” the judicial 
source said. Slander 
against the Royal family is 
a violation of the law and 
is punishable by up to 
three years’ imprison- 
ment. 


Mr. Abu Rishteh has 
frequently been arrested 
over the last 10. years 
allegedly for militant acti- ' 
vities and affiliation with 
Hezb A1 Tahrir, a pre- 
dominantly Palestinian 
formed in the West 
in the 1950s. 


as saying. 

A judicial source, who 
insisted on anonymity, 
said Mr. Abu Rishteh 
admitted during inter- 
rogation that he had criti- 
cised the King and re- 
buked the monarch again 


The outlawed group is a 
puritanical faction which 
does not recognise any 
existing Arab or Muslim 
regimes and seeks to 
establish a Muslim 
caliphate-style state 
through revolution. 



BLAST VICTIMS: Wounded Israeli soldiers arrive by helicopter to a Haifa hospital after they were 
injured in a bomb attack in South Lebanon on Sunday. Six soldiers were killed and a seventh was injured in 
the attack, claimed by the Hizbollah group (see page one). The face of the air force man is blackened in 
line with Israeli censorship rules (AFP photo) 


Self-rule deal means bitter harvest for olive farmers 


DEER SHARAF, The West 
Bank (AFP) — On a hillside 
overlooking the village of 
Deir Sbaraf two Palestinians 
gathered in their olive crops 
fearing it would be for the 
last time following Israel’s 
confiscation of their lands. 

Saleh Yassin and Adel 
Massud own five hectares (12 


bypass Palestinian towns 
once the Israeli army pulls 
ont of tiie West Bank under 
the Sept 28 autonomy deal. 


he 


acres) of land planted with 
1,000 otivt 


“The military administra- 
tion notified me a month ago 
that my land was being con- 
fiscated because the diver- 
sionary road would cross it,” 
Mr. Yassin, 55, said. 


Israeli soldiers kill me, 
said. 

He also blamed the Palesti- 
nian self-rule a u t h or i t y saying 
they had turned a deaf ear to 

• ■ nirt “ 


his pleas. “They simply told 
that ti 


us tnat the construction of 
diversionary roads was part 
of the autonomy accords.” 


He said about 45 
kilometres of road was in the 
middle of being built to 
bypass Palestinian areas. 

Adel Massod, 43, was also 
angry at the seizure of his 


three hectares (seven acres) 
of land as he toued under tire 


fierce sun. 


olive trees in the north 
of the West Bank. 

Bnt tiie land has been 
seized by the Israelis to build 
an eight kilometres (five 
mile) road finking the two 
neighbouring Jewish settle- 
ments of Snaveh Shomeron 
and Elon Moreh. 

Dozens of hectares have 
been confiscated by Israeli 
authorities with the tacit 
approval of the Palestinian 
Authority to build special 
roads to allow settlers to 


Already some of his trees 
have been tom up by Israeli 
bulldozers which began to 
level the land three weeks 


"The lands of my father 
and grandfather in Haifa 
were confiscated and now 
they want to deprive me of 
my livelihood in the West 
Bank. 


But Mr. Yassin com- 
plained brad had seized all 
his land, the sole source of 
income for this father of four, 
although the road was only 
going to cross it at a specific 
point. 

“I won't give up a single 
olive tree, and I will continue 
to work my land onto the 


A geographer from the 
Society of Arab Studies in 
East Jerusalem, Khalil 
Tufakji, estimates that a total 
of 250 hectares of land has 
been taken by Israel to bufld 
tiie roads envisaged by tiie 
accord to spread autonomy 
across the West Bank signed 
in Washington on Sept. 28. 


“I would have 
them to take one ot my sons, 
but not my olive trees." 

Since he was a child he has 
worked the land gathering 
olives which ripen at tiie start 
of autumn. 


“I am always worried ab- 
out the future, I don’t have 
any qualifications and I don’t 
know how to do any other 
job. 

“But the leaders of the 
Palestinian Authority who I 
have called just don't want to 
know.” 


1.3m signatories for 
Zeroual’s candidacy 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alge- 
rian President Liamine 
Zeroual has acquired nearly 
13 million signatures backing 
his candidacy for the upcom- 
ing presidential pull, bis 
office said Monday. 

It said that the 1,284326 
signatures were gathered 
nationwide in 1341 electoral 
districts in which he is the 
favourite among the four 
candidates to face off in the 
first round on Nov. 16. 

The other three candidates 


vying for the post are 
Mahfood Nabnah, of the Isla- 


mic Society Movement 
(MST) party, Said Sadi of the 
Rally for Culture and Demo- 
cracy (RCD) party and Nour- 
reddine Buokrouh of the 
Algerian Renewal Party 
(PRA). 


faith m' the" will 'of tiie people 
not to Mow terrorists to sedf- 
tle this vote and 1 have faith 
in the work being done by the 
security services to protect 
the elections.” 

He said 370,000 security 
officers will be deployed 
around the 32,000 pulling sta- 
tions. The country's military 
reservists have also been re- 
called. 

The election will be moni- 
tored by 100 observers from 
the Arab League the Orga- 
nisation for African Unity 
and the United Nations. 

On Monday, former Prime 
Minister Redha Malek chal- 
lenged a decision by the Con- 
stitutional Council barring 


him from running in the elec- 
tion and asserted that be had 


Prime Minister Mokdad 
Sifi told the daily Al Mood- 
jahid Monday that 14 million 
people were expected to cast 
their ballots in the first elec- 
tions since the country 
plunged into violence in 
January 1992 after the milit- 
ary intervened to cancel the 
second round of general elec- 
tions the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was poised to 
win. 


Mr. Sifi stressed that tight- 
ened security would be put in 
place around polling stations 
so that “nothing can prevent 
citizens from accomplishing 
their electoral duty." 

“There will be security but 
citizens must be aware that 
our best weapon is preven- 
tion,” Mr. Sifi said. "I have 


gathered 76,194 signatures, 
more than the 75,000 needed 
to qualify. 

The Constitutional Council 
did not give a reason for 
disqualifying Mr. Malek, a 
decision he cannot appeal. 

The electoral campaign for 
the four candidates running is 
set to begin on Sunday. 

Algerian security forces 
have shot dead 60 guerrillas 
over the last week in an 
operation in seventeen vil- 
lages and towns, the Algerian 
official news agency APS said 
on Sunday quoting an official 
statement. 

Nine among the 60 rebels 
killed between Monday and 
Sunday were killed in the 
capita] Algiers, said the state- 
ment. 

The others were killed in 
separate operations. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


.Egypt signs satellite deal with French 
firm 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt on Sunday signed a contract with 
a French consortium led by Matra Marconi Espace to build 
the country’s first television satellite, the official news 
agency MENA said. The 1.8-tonne satellite, posting $158 
million will be launched in early 1997, the information 
ministry said. The contract indudes the construction of two 
reception stations at Cairo and the Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria and the launch of the satellite by the French 
firm Arian espace. MENA said the satellite, which will 
provide 16 television channels, would “protect the Arab 
nation from the foreign media invasion.” It would mainly 
serve the Arab region but could also cover Africa, other 
Islamic countries such as the former Soviet republics in 
central Asia, as well as Europe and America. 


Don't pay Into car park meters in Iran 


TEHRAN (R) — Iranian traffic police, unhappy about not 
being consulted over ncwly-e reeled parking meters, have 
told motorists not to put coins in them, a Tehran 
newspaper said on Sunday. “Tehrani citizens are requested 
to avoid putting coins in the newly established parking 
meters in the streets of Tehran,” said the Iran Daily, 
quoting a police statement. No one would be fined for not 
paying into parking meters until further notice, the paper 
said. Tehran tity officials have placed numerous parking 
meters all over the Iranian capital. A traffic expert told the 
daily the newly made meters did not comply with police 
regulations, were not standardised and were placed in parts 
of the city where they were unnecessary. “Police, who are 
experts on matters related to traffic, must be consulted 
before city officials make any decisions in this regard,” the 
paper said. 


Earthquake rocks southern Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An earthquake measuring 4.7 on the 
nart of southern Iran on Monday, 


Richter scale hit a large part 
the official ERNA news agency reported. The agency gave 
no report of any casualties or damage from the temblor 
which struck the Gulf region of Bandar-Langeh. Another 
earthquake measuring 4.8 jolted the northern Gilan 
province off the Caspian Sea on Sunday. According to an 
official figure published Monday, around 100,000 people 
have died in earthquakes in Iran in the past 25 years. 
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India denies charge 
of helping Rabbani 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
officials denied on Monday 
charges by Pakistan Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto that 
New Delhi was fuelling 
Afghanistan’s bloody war but 


admitted Indian jilanes had 


carried food and medicine 
supplies there. 

Indian officials told Reu- 
ters that Ms. Bhutto's claim 
that Indian planes were land- 
ing regularly at Kabul’s Ba- 
gram air base was exagger- 
ated. 

Taliban fighters advanced 
to the gates of Kabul last 
week in a major offensive 
against Afghan government 
forces. Both sides traded 
artillery fire near Kabul on 
Sunday, but the battle for the 
capital seemed temporarily 
deadlocked, witnesses said. 

“We do. sometimes, send 
medicines and food supplies, 
but there is certainly no in- 
tention of providing military 
hardware,” a senior Indian 
official said. 

Televised excerpts of Ms. 
Bhutto's address to Pakistani 
editors on Saturday, moni- 
tored in New Delhi by Reu- 
ters on Sunday night, showed 
her accusing the government 
of Afghan, President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani of having 
lost its legitimacy. 

“It only has a nuisance 
value.” she said, adding that 
Kabul controlled just five of 
Afghanistan's 32 provinces 
which it would lose despite 
India's alleged involvement. 

“India is helping the Kabul 
administration in its bid to 
flare up the conflict. For this 
purpose, India has a regular 
aerial contact from New De- 
lhi to (Kabul's) Bagram air 
base,” Ms. Bhutto charged. 

But, she said: “We hope all 
such tactics (will) fail and the 
ultimate victory (will) be 
those of the Afghan masses.” 

Indian defence analysts say 
the rebel Islamic militia has 
received support from Saudi 
Arabia and Pakistan with the 
backing of the United States. 


A U.S. diplomat denied the 
accusation, calling it an 
overblown charge.” 

Indian analysts said the 
Taliban-led offensive on 
Kabul was aimed al opening 
up a vital route from the 
Indian Ocean to Central 
Asia. 

“It’s the great game in re- 
verse,” said Jasjit Singh, 
director of’ the state-funded 
Indian Institute of Defence 
Studies and Analyses, refer- 
ring to the 19th century Brit- 
ish policy of seeking to use 
Afghanistan as a buffer 
against Russian expansion- 
ism. 


“The Central .Asian coun- 
tries have struck it rich in oil 
and American companies are 
engaged in exploration 
there," Mr. Singh said. 
“Afghanistan provides the 
shortest route to central 
Asia... ” 

Mr. Singh's remarks foj- 
lowed an accusation by Indi- 
an Minister of State for Ex- 
ternal Affaire Salman Khur- 
sheed last week that Pakistan 
was directly involved in the 
Taliban movement. 


“It is very dear that Tali- 
ban are just not students who 
got up to say that we'll put 
things right.” Mr. Khursheed 
told Reuters in an interview 
on Thursday. 

“They have a very definite 
agenda and are being: helped 
in that definite agenda by 
Pakistan.’' he said. 

Mr. Khursheed said the 


war had triggered tensions 
between Pakistan and some 


other countries surrounding 
Afghanistan. 

“There are problems be- 
tween Iran and Pakistan over 
Afghanistan (and) some kind 
of difference between Tash- 
kent and Iran on what is 
happening in Afghanistan.” 
he said. 

“We have taken a position 
that external interference in 


Afghanistan is not helping 
r)ie situation at all,” he said. 


Philippines thanks UAE 
for saving maid 


MANILA (AFP) — A grate- 
ful Philippines heaved a col- 
lective sight of relief Monday 
as a United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) family dropped its 
demand for the execution of 
a condemned Fitipiiia maid. 

But human rights groups 
have vowed to pursue the 
maid’s release from jail. 

President Fidel Ramos said 
in a statement Monday: "The 
government and the people 
of the Republic of die Philip- 
pines express their apprecia- 
tion and gratitude to the 
family of the late Almas 
Mohammad Abdulla Al 
BaToushi for dropping the de- 
mand for die imposition of 
the death sentence on the 
youthful Muslim Filipina, 
Sarah Balabagan.” 

How ever, human rights 
groups said they would pur- 
sue demands for the acquittal 
and release of 16-year-old 
Balabagan, who was conde- 
mned to die after a UAE 
court rejected her claim that 
she killed her employer in 
self-defence after he raped 
her. 

“In mite of the elation, we 
are still concerned about 
Sarah’s possible prison sent- 
ence and payment of $40,000 
in blood money,” said Arnel 
de Guzman, bead of a 16- 
member coalition, the Free 
Sarah Balabagan Movement 
(FSBM). 

“Our position remains that 
she be immediately released 
and repatriated,” said Poe 
Gratela of Migrants, one of 
the country 1 militant migrant 
workers’ associations. 


The family of Baloushi, 
whom Ms. Balabagan killed, 
agreed on Saturday to drop 
die death sentence. 

“I don’t want her to be j 
lolled. Sure it’s a difficult ! 
decision but what can I do/ 


Baloushi ’s 24-year old son, 
Faraj, told AFP in Dubai. 


The court, which resumes i 
Oct. 30, will automatically 
drop the death sentence but 
may impose a jail term and 
award damages to the family. 

Mr. De Gozman said their 
coalition would request the 
UAE court to suspend Bala- 
bagan's jail sentence “in the 
light that she is a minor.” 

A UAE court said that at 
the time of the killing in 1994, 
the maid was 27 yeare old 
according to her passport, 
but her parents have a birth 
certificate saying that she was 
only 15 then. 

Mr. Ramos, without men- 
tioning any demands, reiter- 
ated Manila’s “confidence in 
the judicial system of the 
UAE” and looked forward to 
“a satisfactory final resolu- 
tion" of the case. 


The human rights groups 
to UAE 


extended gratitude _ 

President Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sulan Al Nahayan “for bis 
humanity, compassion, sensi- 
tivity and statesmanship.” 
Mr. Gratela said that “at 


least, the protest will not m 
reach the same level it did^ 


when Flor Contempladon 
was about to be killed,” a 
reference to the hanging in 
Singapore in March of 
another Filipina maid con- 
victed of two murders. 
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St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swettkh, Tel. 810740 
AiMHnhBte of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

St_ Joseph Church TcL 624S90. 

Church of the Ammcfadlon Td. 

637440. 

De la Sde Church Tel. 661757 
Tenrasancte Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the A nnunciati on Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcan Church Tel. 652826. 
Anneniaa Catholic Church TcL 
771331. 

A rawnien Orthodox Church Tci. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Autumn Inte rnati onal Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evngdkad Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 84S457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nasarae Tc 1.67 5691. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 


sbowen expec t ed in the eastern 
and southern pans of the Kingdom 
and winds easterly light to moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be north- 
erly mode rale and seas calm. 


Min -/Max. temp. 

Amman 13/27 

Aqaba 17/ 30 

Deserts 11/30 

Jordan Valley 17/31 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27. Aqaba 30. Humidity 
readings: Amman 28 per cent, 
Aqaba 39 per cent 


TcL 811295. 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


Unstable weather conditions arc 
expected to prcvaS with scattered 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhlcs Hatesah 819220 

Dr.FayczDabbas 759155 

Dr. Arafat A! Ashbab 602507 

Dr. Member Al Qraini .....884286 

FCrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalara pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

ShnKts&riptafflacy 637660 


Nairookh pharmacy 623672 

Na jib pharmacy 847632 

numk 

Dr. Mohammad Al Hiiu .... 279773 
Aiqnds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Chassan Al Faqih 906130 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Fbod Control Centre 637111 

CMI Defence Department 661111 

Cbnl Defence ImmctSatc 

630341 

C*vU Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Sccarity Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price CbmpbinB 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Rcpain 623101 


Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Iordan ..... — 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ FUgM Information 06-53200 
Ouccn Aha loll. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Kb&fidi Maternity. J. Amo 

644281/6 

Akilcb Maternity, J. Amo. 

643441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mall#*. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani 607071 

Shmcsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5. 

Al-Muashcr Hospital — 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abash ..... 666127/37 

Ai-Ahli. Abdali 664164ft 

Italian. At-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 666100 

Amal Hospital — 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Spcc&l Surgery ............... 865199 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sint Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hiknia Modem Hospital (09)990990 

BfflHfc 

Princess Basina Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Chtbofic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Notices Hospital ........ (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hayi Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
. QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Cairo (MS) 

Munich (YP) 

*2^ Khartoum (SD( 

Dubai (EK) 

Beirut (ME) 

SS Amsterdam (KL) 

23:55 Bucharest (ROj 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (Rj\ 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

83:18 Jakarta. Kuab Lumpur (RJ) 

07:90 Damascus (RJ) 

OfcSS Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

89:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

■935 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

99-JS Beirut (RJ) 

9fc50 Doha. Bahrau-(RJ) 

IM# .. Cairo (RJ) 

16:48 Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:25 ... Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 
23:15 Paris (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

04:28 Vienna (OS) 


•R40 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
J ji]J A ^ aba - p “ns (add) (RJ) 

Aqaba. Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 

J df Toronto (RJ) 

l"iJ5 Brussel* Jrjj 

Ps,ns ' Brussels (RJ) 

-..QjrofRjj 

ss 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Danu “a*s. Paris (AF) 


Cairo 

Khartoum (SD) 

JJg Vienna (OS) 

Sharm Al Sheikh. Munich (YP) 

Damascus (AZ) 

Dubai (EK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

W:S5 Bucharest (RO) 

MARKET pri ces 

Uppcr/Jowcr price in fib per kg. 

Banana (Mukammar) ttiO 

§57* 2WMS0 

Gfc::::::::;;;;;;;;:; S3 

Cucumbers (large) 250 / 15(1 

400 / 300 

g?- 

3K8 

SIS 

Pepper ' ™ » 
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Home News 



Minister of Water and Irrigation Saleh Irsheidat, USAID Director William Oliver 
and officials of the U.S. consulting firm. Ham Environmental Services, Inc. Monday 
sign documents on a U.S. grant to study expansion of wastewater systems of Amman- 
Zarqa Basin (Petra photo) 

U.S. grants $2.8 m for study and plan on 
Amman-Zarqa Basin wastewater systems 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
U.S. Government Monday 
provided a grant of $2.8 
millio n to the government 
of Jordan to cover the full 
cost of an engineering 
study and a masterplan and 
design to expand and devel- 
op the wastewater systems 
in the watershed of the 
Amman-Zarqa River Basin 
to the year 2025. a U.S. 
embassy statement said. 

The underlying principle 
to the master plan is dial 
wastewater is an important 
resource which can be recy- 
cled and used for various 
economic activities, such as 
agriculture, the statement 
said. 


According to the state- 
ment, the study will evalu- 
ate the current wastewater 
collection, conveyance, 
pumping stations and treat- 
ment plant systems current- 
ly senring the population of 
the Amman-Zarqa River 
Basin. 

The study will result in a 
master plan, a full feasibili- 
ty study, environmental 
assessment and preliminary 
engineering design docu- 
ments for each wastewater 
intervention required to 
meet the future needs of the 
Amman-Zarqa River Basin, 
the statement said. 

Additionally, the study 
will assist Jordan in obtain- 


ing the financial commit- 
ment needed for infrastruc- 
ture elements of tbe master 
plan from international 
donors and lending institu- 
tions. according to the 
sta tement 

The funds were commit- 
ted to a contract agreement 
signed today by John May 
on behalf of die United 
States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) and the U.S. con- 
sulting firm, Harza Envi- 
ronmental Services, Inc. 

The signing ceremony 
was witnessed by Minister 
of Water and Irrigation 
Saleh Irsheidat and USAID 
Director William Oliver. 


Collision survivors remain in Irbid hospitals 


By JRana Hnsseiiu 

Special to rfie Jdrikm Times 

AMMAN — Eight Sur- 
vivors of a fatal road acci- 
dent that claimed tbe lives 
of four people Sunday on 
the IrbidHuson Highway, 
were listed in serious to fair 
condition Monday. 

According to police offi- 
cials, the accident, which 
occurred at about 4:00 PM. 
near Husoo, involved a 
double-cabin pick-up truck 
carrying a family of five on 
their way to Zarqa, and a 
military vehicle (a Ham- 
mer) with seven enlisted 
men in it coming from tbe 
other direction. 


The police official told ’ 
die Jordan Tunes -Monday • 
that die accident' occurred 
when the left tyre of the 
military vehicle, coming 
from Huson, exploded and 
“the vehicle swerved into 
the left lane then shot 
across the divider and 
smashed into tbe oncoming 
pick-up” The officials also 
said the driver of tbe mili- 
tary vehicle, Ahmad Ali, 
29, was speeding. 

“The strong impact com- 
pletely wrecked the pick-up 
and four of the five passen- 
gers in the pick-up were 
killed instantly,” the official 
said. . 

Tbe deceased were identi- 


i fied as v Iamafil r Wished;- 45? 
Ma ’moral Ismeal. 23; Abdul 
Hadi Mohammad. 50. and 
Ismael Abdul Hamid. 49. 

According to officials at 
Rosary Hospital in Irbid, four 
victims were admitted Sunday. 
Three were treated for frac- 
tures and bruises and were 
transferred to Eidoon Military 
Hospital in Irbid. 

The official added that the 
fourth victim. Adel Sa’adeh. 
23. is in the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) suffering from a 
brain concussion and is listed 
in critical condition. 

The remaining casualties 
were taken to Prince Rashed 
Military Hospital and were 
listed in fair to good condition. 


Surgeons’ conference aims to enhance 
contacts with experts abroad 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sur- 
geons from nine Arab coun- 
tries, Germany and Bel- 
gium gathered at the 
Amman Philadelphia Hotel 
Monday for a three-day 
conference organised joint- 
ly by tbe Jordanian Surgical 
Society (JSS), tbe Pan- 
Arab Association of Sur- 
geons and tbe Jordanian 
German Medical Society. 

Health Minister Aref 
Batayneh, who opened the 
session, said tbe conference 
on surgery reflects the 
efforts made to maintain 
and enhance international 
cooperation among col- 
leagues. 

Dr. Batayneh said that 
Jordanian surgeons and 
medical facilities and hos- 


pitals here are recognised 
abroad as being dedicated 
and efficient 

Dr. Basem Dajani, presi- 
dent of tbe Jordan Medical 
Assocacion (JMA) told tbe 
session that medical confer- 
ences organised in Jordan 
are aimed at continuing 
efforts to benefit Jordanian 
physicians and specialists 
from the expertise of other 
countries. 

Other speakers at the 
opening session included 
delegates from Germany 
and Egypt 

Following die opening 
session Dr. Hassan Khreis, 
the secretary general of tbe 
Arab Doctors’ Union deliv- 
ered a lecture on the histor- 
ical influence of Arab med- 


icine in Europe. 

Dr. Batayneh later opened 
a medical exhibition in 
which major Arab and 
international firms dis- 
played drugs and medical 
equipment used in hospi- 
tals. 

Taking part in the meet- 
ings are 300 delegates of 
whom 30 are from Ger- 
many and 160 are from Jor- 
dan, according to JSS Pres- 
ident Wa’el Fatayet 

He said delegates will 
review 61 papers dealing 
with various surgical spe- 
cialisations and techniques. 

The JSS, which was 
established in 1973 to help 
develop surgery in the 
Kingdom, has 160 mem- 
bers. 



CONCERT 

* By Trio Iinz-YVien at the Philadelphia 
Hotel at 8:00 pm 

FILMS 

"Turkish film "The Road" at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman, at 6.00pm. 

NEWS 

•McNeil-Lehrer News Hour at the Ameri- 
can Center at 5.00pm. 


EXHIBITIONS 

'Paintings by Janet Venn^Brown at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

* Works by Luis Azcarate at Institute Cer- 
vantes , Jabal Amman. 

•A Retrospective Exhibition of Sculptures 
and Drawings (1965-1995) by Mona Saudi 
atDaratAlFunun. 

•Graphic design by Iraqi artist Kazem 
Shamhoud at Orfali Art Gallery, Um 
Utheina. 

•Painting and sculpture by Rafiq Lahham 
and Laith Al Turk at the Italian Language 
Centre Gallery, ShmeisanL 

• Selected works by the young and the 
established at The Gallery, Hotel Inter- 
Continental. 
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Princess Sarvath stresses value of speed, expertise 
and sensitivity in disaster preparedness 



^ ^ y) j i i. nM i nuaJ f 


Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Monday listens to a presentation at the first ses- 
sion of a workshop she opened on disaster preparedness. To the Princess’ right is 
Mohammad Hadid, president of the Jordanian Red Crescent Society; to her righ is 
Tony Mary on, head of the regional delegation of the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (photo by Boghos) 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Annually, nat- 
ural disasters claim mil- 
lions of lives worldwide, 
and the numbers are on the 
increase, say the experts. 
That is why concerned indi- 
viduals organisations 
stress the need for better 

p lannin g and t rainin g to 
avoid extensive human and 
property damage. 

Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath Al Hassan, 
who Monday delivered a 
speech during tbe opening 
of three-day workshop enti- 
tled “Disaster Prepared- 
ness,” said that disaster 
relief can be a disaster in 
itself if not properly man- 
aged and organised. 

Princess Sarvath said dis- 
asters occur “when two ele- 
ments — hazards and vul- 
nerability — combine in 
SUCh a profound manner 

that the economic and 
social structures of a group 
of people is sufficiently 
damaged as to seriously 
undermine their ability to 
survive." 

It is then a socio-econom- 
ic phenomenon, an extreme 
but not necessarily abnor- 
mal, state of everyday life 
in which the continuity of 
the community structures 
and processes temporarily 
fails, said die Princess. 

She pointed out that Jor- 
dan had not suffered from 
any major natural disasters, 
but still has been faced with 
many crises involving the 
involuntary mass move- 
ment of populations, who 
have either passed through 
the Kingdom, “or in the 
case of Palestinian 
refugees, have remained in 
Jordan for want of any- 
where else to go.” 

She iratedtbe 199Q expert- ' 
ence when more than 1 mil- ; 
lion people poured into the 
Kingdom within a very 
short span of time follow- 
ing die Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, and said “the mag- 
nitude and suddennes of the 


problem caught Jordan and 
the international communi- 
ty completely unprepared.” 
But she said that in 1990 
“everyone pulled together , 
the government, the Armed 
Forces, the Red Crescent, 
tbe U.N. agencies, other 
non-governmental organi- 
sations and the ordinary 
people of Jordan them- 
selves, and were able to 
avail themselves in the best 
possible way of the help 
that poured in. 

Princess Sarvath. the hon- 
orary Vice-President of Jor- 
dan Red Crescent, said that 
such situations make it vital 
that the receiving countries 
be well-organised, and have 
a special authority with 
responsibility to supervise 
the operations. 

She also stressed that 
attention should be given to 
the suitability of the provi- 
sions, parti culary foods, 
provided and to the impor- 
tance of speed to rapid dis- 
aster response. Tbe 
Princess suggested that 
expert, mobile regional dis- 
aster teams be formed and 
put in place so that they 
would be functioning with- 
in hours of a disaster 

She also recommended 
that an updated register of 
qualified, experienced dis- 
aster response personnel be 
constantly available to 
move into a situation with 
minimal notice, either to 
work in parallel with col- 
leagues from national soci- 
eties and agencies or to take 
over entirely in tbe absence 
of suitable persons. 

“These people require 
expertise and experience, 
but also a fair amount of 
tact and sensitivity,” 
Princess Sarvath stressed. 

Tony Maryon. bead of the 
regional delegation of the 
International Federation of 
tbe Red Cross and . Red 
Crescent Societies UFRC), 
told the participants that 
there is an increase in tbe 
number of people dying 
because of natural disasters. 

“Disaster vulnerability is 


on the increase, not because 
there are more droughts or 
earthquakes than ten years 
ago, but because more peo- 
ple are being affected,” Mr. 
Maryon said 

According to Mr. M ary- 
on, 250 to 300 million peo- 
ple a year are affected by 
disaster. Tbe figure, be 
maintained, is growing at a 
rate of around 10 million a 
year. 

He added that refugees 
are the most common recip- 
ients of humanitarian assis- 
tance. 

“Today there are 17 mil- 
lion official refugees in the 
world, 26 million people 
regarded as internally dis- 
placed and 100 million peo- 
ple classed as economic 
migrants.” he said adding 
dal the surge in movement 
is unlikely to die down. ■ ■ 

^Land and water scarcity, 
urban crowding increased 
violence and the weakened 
role of the state, all com- 
bine to ensure that mass 
migration will be a constant 


feature of world economics 
and politics over the next 
25 years,” he said. 

He added that refugees 
and internally displaced 
people will constitute (he 
majority of relief beneficia- 
ries over tbe next decade. 

According to Mr. Mary- 
on. one of the main objec- 
tives of the workshop 
includes introducing a con- 
cept by which national 
societies would be able to 
develop and implement 
their disaster management 
systems within the frame- 
work of the disaster plan- 
ning and preparedness 
cycle. 

He added that the work- 
shop is an opportunity for 
participants to review their 
backgrounds and experi- 
ences in responding to dis- 
aster' and emergencies in 
their countries. 

He suggested exploring 
with tbe participants from 
other countries if regional 
cooperation in dealing with 
disaster and emergencies is 


feasible. 

The workshop aim at dis- 
cussing the disaster pre- 
paredness policy of the 
IFRC, including planning, 
preparedness, mitigation, 
responses, recovery, need 
for training, human 
resource exchange, and 
evaluation. 

Participating in the work- 
shop are representative 
Red Crescent societies in 
Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, 
Yemen, Lebanon, Syria. 
Palestine, Qatar and Jordan. 
: The workshop, held at the 
Amra Hotel, is organised 
by the IFRC and the Amer- 
ican Red Cross and will 
conclude presentation of 
working papers on Oct.. 18 
with* recommendations to 
be adopted in the future. 

Today, participants "will 
discuss a case study on dis- 
aster planning, and on 
Wednesday they will con- 
tinue their review of case 
studies, then conclude with 
an evaluation of the work 
and a closing ceremony. 


Ecological, medical tourism to be key attractions of MENA private sector projects 


By Francesca Ciriad. 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Eco-tourism 
and medical tourism will be 
the key words in the over 
$1.5 billion worth of pro- 
jects to be proposed by the 
private sector committee on 
tourism at the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit, accord- 
ing to Akel Biltaji, chair- 
man of the committee.' 

Mr. Biltaji, who is vice 
president of investments at 
Royal Jordanian, also said 
that in the coming years 
tourism could be the solu- 
tion to unemployment in 
Jordan, provided proper 
schools and training centres 
to develop human resources 
in this sector are created. 

Previous studies and 
workshops suggested that 
tourism in Jordan must 
develop into a selective 
type, “because our cultural 
and natural heritage is frag- 


ile,” said Mr. Biltaji 
Mr. Biltaji told tbe Jor- 
dan Times that more than 
10 projects, ranging in cost 
from $1 million to $50 mil- 
lion will concentrate of the 
development of tbe Dead 
Sea area and aim at creating 
a joint medical centre, 
hotels, rest houses and 
other facilities. 

According to stutfies con- 
ducted by the Dead Sea 
Medical Research Centre, 
the climatotberapeutic and 
balneological treatment of 
dermatological diseases, 
(psoriasis, dermatitis and 
vitiligo), arthritic diseases 
and respiratory ailments at 
the Dead Sea has proven 
very successful 

The sun’s ultraviolet rays 
which are significantly fil- 
tered, tbe low relative 
humidity, high tempera- 
tures and high barometric 
pressure, tbe bromine-rich 
atmosphere and • mineral- 
rich saline waters and mud. 


make the region unique in 
terms of climatic and natur- 
al resources. 

Mr. Biltaji added that the 
Jordan Valley area, south of 
the Dead Sea, will also be 
developed with rest bouses 
and hotels for tourists. 

Ecotourism, tourism that 
is friendly to tbe environ- 
ment, will be developed in 
Wadi Rum, while many 
projects concerning the port 
city of Aqaba stress on 
sport facilities, for water 
sports, golf and horseback 
riding. 

According to Mr. Biltaji, 
proposals submitted by the 
private sector tourism com- 
mittee at MENA will 
include sport complexes, 
tourist villages with chalets 
and bungalows, four and 
five star hotels and camp- 
ing sites. 

Last week, the Aqaba 
Region Authority signed an 
agreement with the Ameri- 
can company Magic World 


for the creation of a multi- 
million dollar tourism 
resort in Aqaba, which will 
include a hotel, chalets and 
a 400-dunum entertainment 
park. 

Stressing (he need to 
work on the infrastructure 
to complement these pro- 
jects, especially air, ground 
and sea transport to Aqaba, 
Mr. Biltaji added that two 
additional Royal Jordanian 
flights a day from Amman 
to Aqaba will be available 
starting from the end of 
November. 

The Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing con- 
tracted tel Italian company 
for tbe construction and 
completion of Ras Al 
Naqab/Aqaba junction 
highway last month. 

The committee represent- 
ing the Jordanian tourism 
private sector at the MENA 
economic summit is co- 
chaired by Sami Sawalha, a 
leading investor in tourism. 


and includes Michel Nazzal, 
president of the Hotels Associ- 
ation. Saleh Rifai, from Zara 
Group. Fathi Shami. from 
JETT (transport company.) 
Nasser Za'atara. representing 
the Travel Agents Association 
and Hala Lattouf. the director 
of the private sector office at 
the Ministry of Tourism. 

Holiday Inn and Sheraton 
have already signed agree- 
ments with Jordanian firms to 
build five-star hotels in 
Amman and. according to Mr. 
Biltaji. hotels will also be built 
in Madab3, Jerash. Ajloun. 
Irbid and Petra. 

“The Jordanian private sec- 
tor is ahead. It didn’t need the 
Amman economic summit to 
give impetus to the tourism 
industry, but sensed the 
increasing economic pulse 
immediately after the signing 
of the peace treaty, especially 
because it has to deal with less 
red tape and bureaucracy than 
die public sector.” said Mr. 
Biltaji. 


Austrian ensemble to bring warm harmonies to fall 


By Jean- Claude Efias 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — After the bril- 
liant performance last 
Thursday of the French 
Trio Wanderer, music 
lovers will be treated to 
another first class concert 
of chamber music, this tune 
by the Austrian ensemble 
Linz- Wien. 

Tbe combination of vio- 
lin, recorder and guitar is 
particularly pleasant in 
chamber music. Tbe sound 
timbre that is usually the 
result of the blending of the 
three instruments is soft, 
with relatively moderate 
dynamics but extremely 
rich colours and wane har- 
monies. 

Last year, another Austri- 
an trio-— the Trio Scholl — 
with tbe same baroque 
instruments, gave an unfor- 
gettable performance in 
Amman. 


The Trio Linz-Wien will 
play works by Mozart, 
Beethoven, Anton Biabeiii, 
Macro Guiliani and Wolf- 
gang Jongwirth, who is also 
one of the performers. 
Each of the two concerts 
mil feature a different pro- 
gramme. 

Tonight’s performance by 
tbe Trio Linz-Wien will be 
at the Philadelphia Hotel 
and Wednesday’s concert is 
will be performed at Ruwaq 
Al Balka. Tbe second per- 
formance will be followed 
by a dinner at Zowadeh 
Restaurant 

Organised by the National 
Music Conservatory/Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation, in 
cooperation with the Aus- 
trian Embassy in Amman, 
the concerts will feature 
Micbaela Cufka on baroque 
violin and recorder, Helmut 
Schaller on recorder and 
Wolfgang Jungwirth on 
guitar. 



THo Linz Wien 









4 World News 


Jordan Times, October 17, 1995 




Taiwan premier positive on 
offer by China president 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan 
Premier Lien Chan respond- 
ed positively Monday to a 
reported offer by Ounese 
President Jiang Zemin for 
an historic meeting with 
Taiwan's president, saying 
he hoped it would build 
cooperation. 

“We hope this attitude can 
build the opportunity for 
future cross-straits (Taiwan- 
China) cooperation in many 
ways," Premier Lien told 
parliament in remarks car- 
ried on state radio. 

In an interview with U.S. 
News And World Report 
newsmagazine, Mr. Jiang 
was quoted as saying he 
would be willing to visit 
Taipei and added that 
Taiwan President Lee Teng- 
Hui was “welcome” to visit 
Beijing. 

Referring to Mr Jiang’s 
remarks, Mr Lien said: Tt 
contains positive mean- 
ings” 

“It indicates very clearly 
China ’s leaders’ very prag- 
matic attitude in recognis- 
ing that the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) leader Lee 
Teng-Hui is an irreplaceable 
counterpart who should be 
respected,” Mr Lien added 
in his remarks to parlia- 
ment 

Relations between China 
and Taiwan, rivals since a 
civil war which ended in 
1949, deteriorated sharply 
after Beijing was angered 
by a U.S. visit by President 
Lee in June. 

Mr Jiang’s offer marked 
the first time since June that 
a Chinese leader has raised 


the possibility of a summit, 
and bis remarks contrasted 
sharply with the vitriolic 
criticism China has heaped 
upon Mr Lee since his U.S. 
trip. 

C hina ’s official media has 
lambasted Mr Lee as a 
“schemer” and “double- 
dealer” and said he was 
plotting independence for 
Taiwan, which Beijing 
views as a rebel-held 
province. 

Any meeting between Mr 
Jiang and Mr Lee would be 
an historic event and mark 
the first face-to-face 
encounter between doe lead- 
ers of Taiwan and China 
since die civil war ended. 

Both leaders have pro- 
posed a meeting on several 
occasions but have dis- 
agreed on where it should 
take place. Mr Lee insists 
that it should take place at 
an “international occasion” 
outside Taiwan and China 
but Mr. Jiang says this is not 
necessary. 

President Jiang's inter- 
views in the United States 
were timed to precede an 
Ocl 24 summit with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 
Taiwan-Ghina relations are 
expected to be high on the 

ngp.nria 

But other reaction in 
Taipei was less enthusiastic 
than Premier Lien's. 

The spokesman for 
Taiwan’s ruling Nationalist 
Party said that China should 
show good faith by resum- 
ing postponed bilateral 
talks. 

“If die Chinese 


Commnnists are sincere 
about wanting peaceful 
reunification, they should 
immediately revive the 
Koo-Wang talks and first 
reopen the channels of com- 
munication,” Hansen Chico 
said in a statement. 

The Koo-Wang talks 
between Koo Cben-Fu, 
chairman of Taiwan’s semi- 
official Straits Exchange 
Foundation and his main- 
land Chinese counterpart 
Wang Daohan. were sched- 
uled for July but postponed 
indefinitely after Lee's U.S. 
trip. 

“(These talks) may gradu- 
ally escalate into a talk 
between the leaders of both 
sides,” Mr Chien's state- 
ment added. 

A spokeswoman at 
President Lee’s office said 
die president had not . yet 
made a statement rat Mr 
Jiang’s offer, which was still 
under consideration. 

Meanwhile President 
Jiang said the Clinton 
administration double- 
crossed him when it 
allowed Resident Lee to 
make a private visit to die 
United States last June, 
Newsweek reported 

Sunday. 

“After we got information 
dial Lee Teng-Hui was 
going to visit (alma mater) 
Cornell University, we 
raised this issue officially 
before the State Depart- 
ment,” Mr. Jiang, the likely 
successor to Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping, told 
Newsweek in its latest 
issue. 


“Secretary of State 
(Warren) Christopher firmly 
replied that if Lee Teng- 
Hui's visit took place, it 
would represent the viola- 
tion of the joint U.S.-Sino 
communiques. 

“However, after seven or 
eight days, all of a sudden, 
the White House announced 
the decision to allow Lee 
Teng-Hui to visit," said Mr. 
Jiang, who is scheduled to 
meet Resident Clint on next 
week in New York. 

“China has a record of 
being bullied and humiliat- 
ed by various powers,” said 
Mr. Jiang. “The founding of 
the People’s Republic of 
fhina puts an end to tha t, so 
this (the visit) is unaccept- 
able to China. This is a 
begemonious act This is 
not the right way to treat 
each other as equals.” 
Responding to Me Jiang’s 
co mme nts, Mr. Christopher 
told Newsweek: “There’s 
no great use in rehashing 
the issue of Mr. Lee’s visit. 

“If there was a misunder- 
standing, it was China's 
lack of understanding of the 
role Congress plays.” 
Despite his anger and 
frustration with Washing- 
ton, Mr. Jiang said be was 
“ready to adopt a positive 
and pragmatic attitude” in 
his meeting with Mr. 
Clinton. 

“We hope this meeting 
will have a positive impact 
and work toward the 
improvement of our bilater- 
al relations,” he added. 


Mrs. Gore’s motorcade stoned in Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Angry Haitian slum 
dwellers stoned part of a 
motorcade the wife of U.S. 
Vice President A1 Gore was 
travelling in Sunday, 
smashing its windows and 
injuring a U.S. Soldier, US. 
Officials said. 

They said Tipper Gore’s 
vehicle was already safely 
inside the gates of a health 
centre in Cite Soldi slum 
when the crowd stoned an 
accompanying vehicle 
which had stopped outside. 

“Rocks started hitting the 
car.. .They shattered all of 
the windows ” Mrs. Gore’s 
press secretary Sally Arrian, 
who was in the staff vehi- 
cle, later told reporters. 

“It was fiightening. The 
crowd got very aggressive, 
but Mrs. Gore was never in 
any danger,” she added. 

The demonstration turned 
violent before Mrs. Gore 


arrived and U.N. peace- 
keepers used tear gas to 
repel three protesters who 
got inside the health centre 
compound. The crowd 
responded by . throwing 
stones at the U.N. troops. 

Ms. Arrian said Mrs. 
Gore’s personal assistant 
Alexia Wilson, two doctors 
and a White House photog- 
rapher were travelling in the 
vehicle. 

Ms. A man said a U.S. sol- 
dier was hit in the head with 
a rock. A Reuters photogra- 
pher saw a UJS. army major 
bleeding from a head cut 

Mrs. Gore was accompa- 
nying her husband to Haiti, 
where the vice president 
spent the morning with 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide at the presidential 
palace several miles away. 

U.S. officials said the 
protest appeared to be spon- 
taneous and Mis. Gore's 


motorcade got caught in the 
middle of a local dispute 
between slum dwellers and 
the director of the U.S.- 
funded health centre. 

Aid workers said resi- 
dents of Cite Soleil, one of 
Haiti’s poorest slums, 
believe too little U.S..aid 
given to the health centre 
trickles down to the com- 
munity and money is 
syphoned off by project 
administrators. 

Mrs. Gore’s motorcade 
sped away from the health 
centre without incident after 
her 45-minute visit to the 
health centre. 

The vice president’s one- 
day visit was to celebrate 
Mr. Aristide’s U.S.-backed 
return to power a year ago 
after being deposed in a 
1991 military coup. 


Indian film idol ordered freed on bail 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
Supreme Court Monday 
ordered Sanjay Dutt, a box- 
office idol who towered 
over the world’s biggest 
film industry, to be released 
on bail after spending over a 
year in jail in a Bombay 
bombing case. 

The 36-year-old actor, 
who earned fame in a string 
of anti-hero roles and is said 
to be now suffering from a 
long disease, was first 
arrested in April 1993. He 
was released on interim bail 
within a month but re- 
arrested last year under a 
strict anti-terrorism law that 
has since lapsed. 

“We allow his application 
for bail” a three-judge 
panel said in its ruling, 
which ordered Dutt to pro- 
vide 1.5 million rupees 
($45,000) in bail and finan- 


cial guarantees and to sur- 
render his passport 

The judgment was a victo- 
ry for one of India’s best- 
liked film heroes whose 
long legal struggle and 
health problems have been 
played out on the front 
pages of the nation’s press. 

Three different courts, 
including the nation’s high 
court, bad tamed down 
seven previous bail applica- 
tions. 

Long-haired and wiry, 
Dutt was arrested after two 
suspects in a series of 1993 
bombings in Bombay said 
the film star had illegally 
bought an assault rifle from 
them. The bombings killed 
some 260 people in 
Bombay, India’s commer- 
cial capital. 

Dun, whose mother was a 
prominent Muslim film star 


and his father an actor 
turned politician, said he 
bought the rifle for protec- 
tion during riots in Bombay 
which preceded the bomb- 
ings. 

Ironically, Dun wielded 
similar weapons in several 
of his violence-laced 
movies, produced in India’s 
film capital Bombay, 
known as “Bollywood”. 
The industry makes as 
many as 800 films a year; 
more than Hollywood or 
any other production centre. 

Dutt was granted interim 
bail in May 1993 but taken 
into custody again and 
jailed in July 1994 while he 
awaited trial along with 
nearly 200 others charged 
with crimes in connection 
with the Bombay serial 
bombings. 


Ivory Coast opposition holds protests 


ABIDJAN (R) — Protesters 
built barricades and burned 
tyres and a parked bus in 
scattered incidents in Ivory 
Coast’s main city Abidjan 
Monday after the main 
opposition rejected a gov- 
ernment appeal to call off 
banned marches. 

With tension rising ahead 
of Sunday's presidential 
election, witnesses reported 
hit-and-run protests in 
Abidjan’s outlying opposi- 
tion stronghold of 
Yopougon and in Marcory 
district 

Economic analysts have 
said the crisis in the world’s 
top cocoa producer could 


jeopardise its quest for for- 
eign investment 

But there were uo imme- 
diate reports of a repeat of 
the Oct 2 dashes between 
security forces and protest- 
ers that followed an earlier 
opposition call for nation- 
wide protests, and in which 
at least five people died 
across the country. 

Students in Abobo, anoth- 
er Oct 2 flashpoint in the 
city, set fire to a parked bus 
near a university residential 
complex. 

In the central cocoa town 
of Gagnoa. stronghold of 
the Ivorian Popular Front 
(FPI) which spearheaded 


the fight that brought multi- 
party politics in 1990, mili- 
tants blocked roads with 
barricades and prepared to 
march in defiance of the 
ban. 

But as in Abidjan, where 
security forces deployed at 
key intersections, witnesses 
said police and pa ramilitar y 
gendarmes appeared to be 
keeping a low profile. 

Many businesses, fearing 
a repeat of Oct 2, remained 
closed. Some staff at inter- 
national organisations 
stayed home. The U.S. 
embassy and U.S.-backed 
international school were 
shuL 


12 more 
killed in 
Karachi 
violence 

KARACHI (AFP) — - At 
least 12 people were killed 
in the latest bout of unrest 
in Pakistan’s commercial 
capital, police and hospital 
officials said Monday. 

Among the dozen killed 
over the previous 24 hours 
was deputy police 
Superintendant Bashir 
Ahmad Khan, gunned 
down at his home late 
Sunday. 

Police said unidentified 
gunmen entered the house 
in the city’s central district 
and sprayed bullets at the 
officer and his family. 

The dead man’s 20-year- 
old son was critically 
injured. 

The violence resumed 
Monday as militants tar- 
geted police officials and 
paramilitary Rangers fixed 
at least two rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades (RPGs) at 
the Rangers’ headquarters 
in the city centre. 

A captain and two others 
were wounded, police said. 

The other dead inducted 
two policemen killed late 
Sunday, whose bullet-rid- 
den bodies were later 
retrieved by colleagues. A 
fourth police officer was 
shot dead in a separate 
incident Sunday. 

City residents reprated 
gunshots throughout the 
night in several parts of the 
city, with sniper-fire ih die 
central and western dis- 
tricts claiming the lives of 
a fifth policeman and 
seven civilians. 

Security forces stepped 
up patrols Monday, setting 
up new checkposts in the 
city. 

The violence followed 
the deaths of five members 
of a senior police official’s 
family shot dead Saturday. 

Meanwhile, the Pakistan 
Muslim League (PML) of 
former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif called fra a 
“black day” to be observed 
Thursday in protest at tbe 
performance of Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto’s 
government 

More than 150 police- 
men have been killed here 
this year. Officials have 
expressed concern over tbe 
tread in which tbe families 
of law enforcers are being 
targeted. 



French Primp Minister Alain Juppe (left) Shares a joke with some of his ministers, 
Elisabeth Hubert (health, second row second left) Jacques Toubon (justice, centre) 
and Bernard Pons (urban planning, second right) after being elected president of the 
neo-GauGst Rally For the Republic party in Chessy, east of Paris (AFP photo) 

Juppe elected president of RPR 


PARIS (AP) — Just four 
days after surviving a hous- 
ing scandal that could have 
led to his resignation, prime 
minis ter Alain Juppe was 
elected president of 
France’s leading conserva- 
tive governing party. 

Mr Juppe, interim presi- 
dent of the Rally For the 
Republic and foe only can- 
didate on the ballot, 
received 92.6 per cent of the 
vote from RPR members 
meeting in Chessy, a suburb 
east of the French capital. 

“From the bottom of my 
heart, thank-you for the 
support that you have not 
ceased giving me during 
these difficult days,’’ Mr 
Juppe told some 20,000 
cheering delegates in a huge 
tenL 

The prime minister was 
referring to the severe criti- 
cism he faced during tbe 
past few weeks for arrang- 
ing low-rent apartments in 
expensive Paris neighbour- 
hoods for both himself and 
his son while he was tbe 
city’s finance director ■ 

Prosecutors Wednesday 
decided against a formal 
probe of the prime minister. 
Tbe decision was condition- 
al on Mr Juppe and his son 
moving out of their apart- 


ments, something Mr. Juppe 
had planned to do anyway. 

A formal investigation 
would have led to Mr 
Juppe's resignation less 
than five months after tak- 
ing office, thus making him 
the shortest serving prime 
minister of the Fifth 
Republic founded by Gen. 
Charles De Gaulle in 1958. 

The political uncertainty 
caused by tbe scandal led to 
a sharp drop in French 
finan cial markets. Mr 
Juppe's popularity in the 
public opinion polls plum- 
meted, and tbe government 
he beads appeared listless 
as it grappled with a huge 
budget deficit and 11.5 per 
cent unemployment. 

Mr. Juppe served since 
November as interim presi- 
dent of the Rally For foe 
Republic, founded by 
Jacques Chirac in 1976. Mr. 
Chirac had resigned from 
foe post to wage his suc- 
cessful spring campaign for 
foe French presidency. 

Mr Juppe appeared com- 
bative at the RPR conven- 
tion . Sunday, strongly 
defending his record as 
prime minister despite criti- 
cism of his tax increases 
aimed at cutting foe deficit 
currently at 320 billion 


francs ($64 billion). 

“We immediately took the 
most difficult and unpopu- 
lar measures, giving partic- 
ular attention ai every 
moment towards foe more 
modest and weakest among 
us,'’ he said. 

“I believe with all my 
force that we have taken foe 
right road,” he added. 

Mr Juppe and the conser- 
vative coalition, composed 
of foe RPR and the Union 
for French Democracy 
(UDF> are hoping that with 
tbe scandal behind them, 
tbe prime minis ter will be 
able to retake the initiative. 

The authoritative newspa- 
per Le Monde reported in 
its Sunday editions that 
both Mr. Chirac and Mr. 
Juppe are under pressure to 
clear up some of the contra- 
dictions within the majority 
over issues including eco- 
nomic and European poli- 
cies. 

Mr. Juppe, who last week 
faced a successful general 
strike by public sector 
employees in ■ protest 
against a proposed pay 
freeze for next year, is bat- 
tling high unemployment as 
well as a wave of terrorist 
attacks linked to the civil 
war in Algeria. 


Many stay home for Chiapas elections 


YAJALON. Mexico (AP) 
— In foe face of a lingering 
Indian revolt, many people 
in foe poor southern state of 
Chiapas stayed away from 
foe polls in local and state 
elections, and residents 
warned of possible vio- 
lence. 

As results of tbe Sunday 
elections trickled in 
Monday, foe ruling 
Institutional Revolution 
Party appeared to be doing 
well. Party officials said 
they expected to maintain a 
majority in foe 40-seat con- 
gress and win most of the 
mnmeipios, or counties, 
holding elections. 

An apparent boycott — 
possibly by supporters of 
the Zapatista rebels — 
appeared to be hurting the 
centre-left Democratic 
Revolution Party, or PRD, 
the most 

PRD candidate Jose 
Lopez Arevalo shook his 
head as he walked down a 


muddy road in the Choi 
Indian village of JoshiL 

“We should have had 
1,000 votes here,” Lopez 
said. ‘The people said they 
had received orders not to 
vote.” 

Asked who might have 
given those orders, he 
shrugged. “Tbe only ones 
who give orders here. The 
Zapatistas.” 

Voting went peacefully 
Sunday, but some residents 
feared violence would erupt 
when the results are 
announced. 

“There will be trouble,” 
said Guadalupe Moreno 
Pinto as she watched offi- 
cials count ballots near 
Plaza of Yajalon. “Tbe peo- 
ple want a change.” 

In some areas, tbe threat 
of violence prompted offi- 
cials to postpone foe elec- 
tions. In foe Mumcipio of 
Ocosingo, where support 
for tbe rebel Zapatista 
National Liberation Army is 


strong, the state governor’s 
office postponed voting 
until Nov. 5. 

“The people were angry 
because some of the polling 
places were changed, and 
they would have had to 
walk eight to 10 hours in 
some cases to cast their bal- 
lot,” said election official 
Armando Trujillo Monter- 
rosa. 

Meanwhile, in foe state 
capital of Tuxtla Gutierrez, 
the centre-right National 
Action Party, or PAN, was 
reportedly leading foe race 
for mayor by a unde mar- 
gin. 

About 1.6 million people 
were registered to vote in 
elections fra state congress 
and municipio councils in 
Chiapas, where rebels rose 
up ou Jan. 1, 1994, to 
demand democracy and bet- 
ter living conditions for 
impoverished Indians. 


Bhutto ’s brother condemns family 
member’s arrest on murder charge 


KARACHI (AFP) — A 
feud within Benazir 
Bhutto’s family took a new 
twist Monday as the brother 
of the Pakistani prime min- 
ister suggested the arrest of 
a family member on a mur- 
der charge was politically 
motivated. 

Nasir Hussain, estranged 
husband of the prime minis- 
ter’s younger sister, San am 
Bhutto, was taken into cus- 
tody at Karachi Airport 
Sunday as he went to board 
a Dubai -bound flight 

police said. 

Senior officers said Ml 
H ussain was arrested 
because be had been named 
a key suspect in the murder 
of Ahmad All Soomro, 40, a 
former advisor to a previous 
Chief minister of Sind 
province and one-rime 
activist in Ms. Bbntto’s 
Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) 

Soomro was gunned 
down by masked men out- 
side his house in Karachi's 


posh Defence Society area 
late Saturday. Police offi- 
cials said the dead man ’s 
relatives had filed the case 
against Mr. Hussain. 

Id an interview with AFP 
Monday, Ms. Bhutto’s 
estranged brother, Muitaza 
Bhutto, alleged that foe 
arrest was linked to a run- 
ning feud within foe family, 
in -which Mr. Hussain bad 
sided against the prime 
minister 

“Nasir had to be taught a 
lesson because he was 
becoming too prominent," 
said Muitaza Bhutto, 41, 
who has formed his own 
breakaway faction from the 
PPP. 

“Nasir was targeted 
because we held the Central 
Commmittefe meeting at his 
home where we decided to 
contest upcoming by-elec- 
tions,” he continued. 

Tbe prime minister’s 
brother said, however, he 
hoped Hussain would be 
released soon. 


“We both knew Ahmad 
Ali Soomro and had no rea- 
son to kill Yam. If anybody 
had a hatred for Soomro it 
was foe ruling party,” 
Muitaza said, claiming that 
he and Mr. Hussain were in 
a meeting with another 
politician at the time of 
Soomro ’s killing. 

Mr. Hussain, who is in his 
early 40’s, was prevented 
from leaving for London on 
a trip to see his children, 
who are living in Britain 
with tbeir mother, family 
members said. 

The couple married in 
1981 but have been effec- 
tively separated for two 
years. 

The split within the fami- 
ly goes back over two years. 
In elections in October 
1993 Murtaza's group field- 
ed candidates against those 
from his sister's party. Mr. 
Hussain campaigned for 
Muitaza in foe laner's 
absence. 


Largest butterfly 
threatened with 
extinction 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Free- 
spending collectors have 
forced tbe world’s largest 
butterfly, with a wingspan 
of up to 40 centimetres ( 1 6 
inches), to the verge of 
extinction, an Indonesian 
conservation official has 
warned. Tbe Onuphoptera 
Paradisea, more commonly 
known as "Goliath", is 
only found io foe 
Indonesian province of 
Irian Jaya. But a provincial 
conservation official, quot- 
ed by Antara News 
Agency, said the butterfly 
was disappearing at an 
“alarming" rare. 

Shanghai 

confiscates match- 
maker’s earnings 

SHANGHAI (AFP) — Tire 
Shanghai Civil 
Administration Bureau 
confiscated the earnings of 
a Japanese businessman 
who ran an illegal match- 
making agency, a newspa- 
per reported. Tbe Xin Min 
Evening News reported 
that the bureau ordered 
Yoshio Suzuki to turn over 
the 3.15 million Japanese 
Yen ($31343) he had 
earned in eight months* of 
operating the illegal dating 
service to the state trea- 
sury. The report said Mr. 
Suzuki was also ordered to 
cease involvement in activ- 
ities and businesses that 
contravene China’s mar- 
riage law. 


Dismissed juror 
poses for Playboy 

SANTA CLARITA, Cali- 
fornia (AP) — A woman 
who was dismissed from 
foe 0, 1. Simpson jury after 
telling the judge “I can’t 
take it anymore*’ is back in 
court this time on a set for 
a Playboy magazine photo 
shoot. John Warren, man- 
ager of Lindsey Studios, 
told KABC-TV and 
KNBC-TV that Playboy 
booked tire studio the day 
after Simpson was acquit- 
ted last week. The $4,000- 
per-day studio was over- 
hauled to resemble a court- 
room, Ml Warren said. He 
wouldn’t identify the juror, 
but the TV stations showed 
video of a woman they said 
was Tracy Hampton leav- 
ing foe studio. Playboy 
refused to comment 


boy rescued in 
Burma’s 1st 
documented 
kidnapping 

RANGOON, Burma (AP) 
— Police rescued a five- 
year-old boy and arrested 
five suspects in the first 
recorded kidnapping case 
in modem Burma, the 
state-owned new Light Of 
Myanmar reported. The 
rescue took place on Aug. 
16 near Pangsang, 800 
kilometres northeast of 
Rangoon in the remote 
hills of foe Bunna-China 
border. Tire five-year-old 
boy, identified only Hsanti, 
was reported missing by 
his father Kyaw Myint on 
Aug. 5. Two days later he 
received a ransom note 
from the kidnappers 
demanding 400,000 
Chinese yuan ($48,192). 
On Aug. 12, Kyaw Myint 
dropped off 60,000 yuan 
($7*228) at a place desig- 
nated by foe kidnappers. 
He did not inform police of 
his actions. The kidnappers 
sent a threatening letter on 
Aug. 16 demanding the 
rest of the cash. With the 
help of Pangsang police, 
Mr. Kyaw Myint then 
dropped a bag of counter- 
feit notes at a designated 
spot the same day. Ten 
minutes after the drop, as 
police lay in wait, two men 
attempted to pick up foe 
money. . One suspect was 
shot in the leg during a 
scuffle and apprehended 

?f r ‘ ^ ca P lure d suspect 
led them to the house 
where the boy was kept 
notice stormed the house, 
rescuing the boy. nabbing 
five suspects and retrieving 
the $7,228. 
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South Korean students hold national flap and sboot anti-government sl ogans during a demonstration at the head- 
quarters of South Korea’s ruling party in Seoul (AFP photo) 


S. Korea’s riot police arrest students 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean riot police fired 
teargas and stormed the 
office of the ruling political 
party Monday to arrest stu- 
dents who had raided the 
office demanding the prose- 
cution of two ex-presidents 
for a 1980 massacre. 

“Down with President Kim 
Young-Sam," one student 
shouted as riot police led 
him oat of the office of the 
ruling Democratic Liberal 
Party (DLP). 

Before the raid, riot police 


laid mattresses on the 
ground outride die broken 
windows where students 
stood shouting anti-govern- 
ment slogans. 

“Let’s judge die DLP. 
Down with the government 
which is protecting the mur- 
derers,” students chanted. 

About 13 students, dressed 
in suits, occupied the sixth 
floor of the DLP 
Headquarters and threw 
leaflets from the windows 
denouncing the government 
for the prosecutors’ decision 


in July that ex-presidents 
Chun Doo-Hwan and Rob 
Tae-Woo would not be 
indicted over the brutal 
crackdown. 

Another 100 students ral- 
lied outside the National 
Assembly, which is located 
nearby the DLP office, 
where gates were closed 
and riot police were 
deployed inside. 

Students hurled petrol 
bombs and attacked a riot 
police bus as the police 
drove away. There were no 


reports of serious injuries. 

This is (me of the latest 
protests shown by students 
and dissidents since the July 
announcement Students 
say the two, both army gen- 
erals at the time, were 
responsible for the crack- 
down and should be tried. 

About 200 people were 
killed in the uprising against 
military role in the southern 
city of Kwangju, by official 
count. 


Kohl party seeks to unite Europe , 
ready Germany for 21st century 


KARLSRUHE. Germany 
(AFP) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl Monday 
opened a national confer- 
ence of his Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) 
which will.seekto chart the 
future of the,. European 
Union and' prepare 
Germany for the economic 
challenges of the 21st cen- 
tury. 

The some 1,000 delegates 
to the three-day conference 
are also expected to agree 
internal party reforms 
establishing a minimum 30- 
per cent quota for women in 
posts of political responsi- 
bility and the possibility of 
consulting the grass-roots 
membership by referendum. 
But development of the 
European Union, with a 
reunited Germany implicit- 
ly at its political and eco- 
nomic heart, will be a cen- 
tral theme. 

On the eve of the confer- 
ence, the CDU party leader- 
ship toughened up its stand 


CARTAGENA, Colombia 
(AP) — Delegates from 
developing nations arriving 
in this Caribbean resort city 
under heavy security hope 
to give a fresh face to the 
Non-Aligned Movement in 
the post-cold war era. 

With heads of state of 45 
nations expected to come to 
Cartagena later in the week 
for a summit of the Non- 
Aligned Movemeot, dele- 
gates Sunday began outlin- 
ing their virion of the future 
of the group, created in the 
1950s by poorer countries 


on political and economic 
union, stressing that the rig- 
orous economic “conver- 
gence” criteria laid down by 
tiie Maastricht Treaty for a 
member country to join in a 


Euro-unit for their mighty 
mark. 

The leadership is also call- 
ing for an extension of the 
Schengen agreement, which 
opened bordezs within the 
European Union for trav- 
ellers. to East European 
countries not currently in 
the union, and for decisions 
in a common foreign and 
security policy of a non- 
military nature to be taken 
by a majority of member 
states rather than unani- 
mously. 

In declaring its comnrit- 


seeking to avoid domina- 
tion by either the United 
States or the Soviet Union. 

“Now that the two blocs 
don’t exist, we must unite 
efforts to seek peace and 
prosperity,” Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas 
told a press conference. 

One resolution expected to 
be proposed at the summit, 
which officially opens 
Wednesday, is for the Non- 
Aligned Movement to seek 
a revamping of the United 
Nation’s Charter to allow 
them a representative seat 


meat to irreversibly closer 
European Union, the main 
conference resolution pre- 
sents the CDU as “the 


tanl dale both for uniting 
Europe and preparing 
Germany for the commer- 
cial challenges of the 21st 
centmy. “making Germany 
fit” for these challenges is a 
recurrent theme of bis. 

“We want to make clear 
here in Karlsruhe that the 
CDU is better-equipped 
than any other party for the 
tasks of the future and is 
preparing itself for the new 
challenges,” the chancellor 
said in Ms keynote speech 
to delegates. 


on the Security Council. 

Chilean diplomat Joan 
Pablo lira suggested that 
the 113 Non-Aligned 
Movement members put 
aside political differences to 
form a bloc in die United 
Nations to pass resolutions 
benefitting their countries. 

Some nations intend to nse 
the s ummi t to establish or 
strengthen trade relations. 
Foreign ministers were 
expected to begin meeting 
Monday, to prepare for the 
foil-level meeting, to be 
held Wednesday-Friday. 


Tamil civil- 
ians flee as 
leaflets signal 
Sri Lankan 
offensive 

COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Thousands of Tamils, have 
fled- their- -home# in north- 
ern Sri Lanka after security 
forces dropped leaflets 
urging people to keep 
away from Tamil guerrilla 
targets, civilians said 
Monday. 

People who entered the 
government-held northern 
town of Vavuniya said the 
leaflets, written in Tamil, 
indicated that the army was 
planning to “liberate” them 
from the Tigers very soon. 

“It was a four-page leaflet 
with a photograph of 
President Qianririka 
KmnaratnDga,” said one 
civilian. “It gave details of 
the government’s political 
package to solve the ethnic 
conflict. 

“It signalled that there is 
going to be an offensive 
very soon but the govern- 
ment wanted to cause min- 
imum inconvenience to the 
civilians. It was more or 
less an appeal to the civil- 
ians.” 

The rebel Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) said the army was 
preparing to launch a 
major operation in the 
Jaffna peninsula of north- 
on Sri Lanka, where the 
guerrillas maintain a de 
facto separate state. 

The clandestine Voice of 
Tigers radio said thousands 
of men, women and chil- 
dren were fleeing the 
peninsula in the face of 
long range attacks by the 
security forces. 


Nations of Non-Aligned Movement 
seek relevancy in post-cold war 


single European currency; 
must be durably fulfilled, .. 

This is a response to wide- 
spread fears by Germans 
that monetary stability will 
be undermined and their 
purchasing power diluted 
by substituting an uncertain . 


German party of Europe”. 

The president of the 
European Union’s-, Exe-. 
cutive. . . Commission,. 

Jacques Santex, is attending' 
the gathering being held in 
this southwest German city. 

Ml Kohl wants to gal- 
vanise his troops around the 
idea that the upcoming turn 
of the century is an impor- 


Hurricane turns again to batter Mexican coast 


MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Hurricane Roxanne turned 
around in the Gulf of 
Mexico Sunday and drifted 
back to batter southeastern 
Mexico, where it caused 
huge damage last week. 

Roxanne, carrying sus- 
tained winds of 95 mph 
(140 kpb) and gusts of more 
than 100 mph (165 kph), 
famed back on its original 
path and headed south- 
southeast toward the beaten 
and bruised states of 
Tabasco and Campeche. 

As the unpredictable hurri- 
cane approached land. 13- 
foot (4 metre) waves, heavy 
winds and torrential rain 
battered large areas of the 
coast. 

State-owned oil monopoly 
Petroleos Mexicanos 
(Peznex) said it was forced 
fa suspend its crude exports 


and virtually all of its crude 
and gas production in the 
Campeche region, which 
accounts for about 70 per 
cent of national crude out- 
put 

Pemex said the key port of 
Cayo Areas was hammered 
with waves of 35-feet (11 
metres) Sunday. 

Mexico’s National Meteo- 
rological Service said 
Roxanne was moving slow- 
ly bnt would pick up speed 
in its drift southeast and 
would by midnight Sunday 
(0600 GMT Monday) be 
about 90 kilometres north- 
northwest of Ciudad- -Del 
Carmen and ISO kilometres 
north-northeast of Villaber- 
mosa. 

“We think the centre of the 
hurricane will hit land in 
southwestern Tabasco in the 
next 24 to 36 hours," an 


expert at the service told 
Renters, adding that 
Roxanne would likely sus- 
tain its force until it reaches 
thecoasL 

Southeastern Mexico has 
still not recovered from • 
Roxanne’s first assault last 
week that left eight people 
dead. 

Tens of thousands were 
forced to flee their homes 
of tin and wood and major 
highways linking the region 
to the rest of the country 
were flooded and cut off. 
Roxanne’s rains caused 
huge damage to corn and 
coffee crops. 

State government and Red 
Cross officials said Sunday 
they were back on foil alert 
Thousands of people who 
bad returned to their homes 
in the last couple of days 
were forced to go back to 


hurricane shelters. 

Ports across the region 
were closed to all traffic and 
officials said they were con- 
coned more rivers would 
burst their banks. 

Roxanne’s about-turn in 
the middle of the Gulf of 
Mexico was extremely 
unusual. It saved eastern 
port cities like Veracruz and 
Thmpico from a direct hit, 
but means more misery for 
tile country’s southeastern 
states. 

Meteorologists said it was 
turned around by a high 
pressure system which 
came down from the United 
States. 

Mexico has been pounded 
by two major earthquakes 
and three hurricanes in the 
last month, stretching res- 
cue sendees to the limit. 
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Claes in battle for survival as 
NATO grants stay of execution 


inevitable now," one 
European diplomat said. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
NATO chief Willy Claes, 
facing corruption charges in 
his native Belgium, 
Monday mounted a last- 
ditch effort to cl ing onto 
office, claiming be was the 
victim of a conspiracy and 
announcing he would 
defend himself before the 
country’s parliament. 

The Mr. Claes counter- 
offensive swung into action 
as NATO’s 16 member 
nations granted the belea- 
guered secretary general a 
stay of execution until 
Thursday, when the Belgian 
parliament votes on a week- 
end recommendation from a 
parliamentary commission 
that Ml Claes be charged 
with corruption, forgery and 
fraud in connection with a 
kickbacks scandal dating 
from his time as economics 
minister. 

Diplomats at alliance head- 
quarters ruled out any move 
to force Mr. Claes out 
before Thursday. It was 
acknowledged however that 
if parliament voted for him 
to stand trial his resignation 
would become inevitable. 
Parliament generally fol- 
lows the recommendation 
of tiie special commission 
which assesses judicial 
requests for immunity of 
ministers and former minis- 
ters to be lifted. 

There are however prece- 
dents for a rejection of the 
commission’s advice. 
Speculation that this might 


happen has been fuelled by 
reports that the 11-strong 
commission only voted 6-5 
to charge Ml Claes. 

In an interview with Le 
Soir newspaper Monday, 
the NATO chief alleged he 
was being made a scapegoat 
by the Christian Democrat 
Party of Belgian Prime 
Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene, 
which has lost ground to 
Mr. Claes’ Socialists in 
Flanders. 

“We can take it as almost 
read that the CVP’s loss of 
its monopoly in my 
province, as in my com- 
mune, after a century and a 
half, played a role (in the 
commission’s decision),” 
Mr. Claes said. 

“I have the feeling that cer- 
tain groups bsti their man- 
dates before the meeting, 
creating a political game 
that has nothing to do with 
their role as judge.” 

Mr. Claes also confirmed 
Monday that be would 
appear before the parlia- 
ment Thursday to defend 
his case. 

“I never imagined that the 
world could be so unfair. I 
want to shout my inno- 
cence,” be told Le Soir. 

Despite Mr. Claes' display 
of his legendary tenacity, 
diplomats at NATO were 
extremely sceptical about 
his chances of survival, 
although officially all 16 
delegations continue to give 
him their support. “We’re 
all just waiting for the 


U.S. officials however 
underlined thai Washing- 
ton’s unequivocal support 
for Mr. Claes was un- 
changed. “In our view, 
nothing has changed. Mr 
claes is doing an excellent 
job and we continue to sup- 
port him in that," an 
American source said 

Public, on-the-record sup- 
port for Mr. Claes though is 
conspicuous by its absence, 
and private consultations 
between the major NATO 
capitals on a potential suc- 
cessor are already under- 
way. 

In Copeohangen, officials 
said Monday the Danish 
government was working 
behind the scenes to pro- 
pose fanner Foreign 
Minister Uffe EUemarin- 
Jensen as the best candidate 
to succeed Mr Claes. 

Mr. Ellemann-Jensen is 
said to be widely respected 
in the West, notably in the 
United States and Germany, 
thanks to bis performance 
when he was foreign minis- 
ter for more than a decade 
between 1982 and 1993. 

’Everybody is waiting to 
see if Claes will fall on his 
own sword,” a European 
diplomat said. “Nobody 
wants to be the first out of 
the trench. But Thursday, if 
not before, I think you may 
well see a sword-holder 
emerge.” 

Another senior source 


added: 'Even if he is 100 
per cent innocent he should 
resign,” underlining the 
damag e uncertainty over 
Claes’ position was doing to 
the alliance’s credibility at a 
crucial stage in its history, 
as it prepares to send a 
peace implementation force 
to Bosnia and enlarge into 
Eastern Europe. 

The unwillingness to force 
Mr. Claes out is partly relat- 
ed to a widespread percep- 
tion that, after a bad start, be 
is now doing a very good 
job at the head of the 
alliance. 

His success in renegotiat- 
ing the terms of NATO's 
relationship with the U.N. 
in Bosnia, is frequently 
cited by diplomats as tire 
work of an accomplished 
political operator. 

Mr. Claes though will need 
all bis considerable diplo- 
matic and political skills if 
he is to pull off what would 
be a miraculous escape. 

There has been no sugges- 
tion that Mr. Claes was 
involved in the Flemish 
Socialists accepting kick- 
backs from manufacturers 
Agustn and Dassault after 
they had won big contracts 
from the Belgian military. 
Investigators into the scan- 
dal however claim that as a 
minister involved in the 
decision to grant the con- 
tracts and as a senior party 
figure, he must have known 
and failed to act. 


Italian political scene jolted by Berlusconi trial 


ROME (AFP) — The trial 
set for early next year of 
former Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi has jolted 
the Italian political scene, 
already unsettled by a so far 
unsuccessful months-old 
search for. stability, « 

Mr. -Beriuscocu-afid -10 oth- 
ers allegedly implicated in a 
scheme to pay bribes to tax 
policemen in return for 
favourable tax return exam- 
inations will go to trial Jan. 
17 in Milan ahead of elec- 
tions that could come as 
early as March. 

As a result, the electoral 
campaign could hit high 
gear just as the leader of one 
of the country’s two {Hind- 
pal political factions is on 
trial. 

Mr. Berlusconi nonethe- 
less appeared to welcome 
the chance to have his day 
in court. “The injustice of 


which 1 am a victim will 
only become clearer," he 
said in an interview that 
appeared Sunday in the 
newspaper La Stamps. “1 
am not afraid of anything.” 

The owner of Italy's three 
main private ^television sta- 
tions, Mr. Berlusconi- said 
b$.. would be favourable 
having the hearings broad- 
cast live in order to give 
him the opportunity to 
“reply point by point to the 
accusations so that people 
will finally learn the troth. 

The former prime minister 
has repeatedly proclaimed 
his innocence and has 
sworn “on the heads of my 
children” that be had noth- 
ing whatsoever to do with 
illegal payments. 

Determined to recapture 
political ground lost last 
December, he has vowed to 
remain at the bead of his 


center-fight Forza Italia 
coalition. “1 don't go back- 
wards,” he told La Stampa. 
Such confidence is not 
shared by Me Berlusconi’s 
allies in some of the smaller 
centre-right parties. 

Framer Labour Minister 
Clement Mastella of the 
Centre '‘Party, who served 
under Mr. Berlusconi, has 
openly called fra the latter’s 
withdrawal from politics 
and for elections to be 
delayed as long as possible 
in order to “rebuild the 
country.” 

But Ml Berlusconi insist- 
ed: “All my allies have 
called to express their soli- 
darity and their uncondi- 
tional support." 

Editorials Sunday in La 
Stampa, Corriere Della Sera 
and Republica appeared to 
speak with a single voice 
urging Ml Berlusconi to 


step back a bit 

Even if his party does win 
the election, warned 
Republica, President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro will hardly 
be able to ask Mr. 
Berlusconi to form a new 
government.- ■" 

The debate over whether - 
or not Ml Berlusconi 
should re main as the leader 
of his coalition conld under- 
mine its cohesion and affect 
the date of the election. 

Small patties close to the 
former prime minister will 
be pressing for a delay in 
the vote in the hope of re- 
establishing a strong central 
authority in the coaltion 
under a new leader. 

Postponing the election 
also has some support on 
the left, notably among for- 
mer Christian Democrats. 


Kashmir leader escapes assassination attempt 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— A prominent Muslim 
separatist leader in Kashmir 
said Monday that be had 
survived an assassination 
attempt by gunmen whom 
he branded Indian agents. 

Abdul Ghani Lone, 68, 
said four gunmen tried to 
force their way into his 
bouse in this summer capi- 
tal of Kashmir state 
Sunday. He said they 
escaped after firing shots in 
the air following a scuffle 
with one of his guards. 

‘They wanted to kill me,” 
Mr. Lone told AFP. He said 
a complaint had been 
lodged with the police, who 
bad seized a van used by the 


in w.ii . 

Mr. Lone is one of the 
leaders of the All Party 
Freedom Conference, an 
umbrella group of more 
than 30 Muslim militant and 
political groups campaign- 
ing to secede Kashmir, 
India's only Muslim-major- 
ity state. 

He said the gunmen 
belonged to the Ikhwan-Ul- 
Muslrmoon of renegade 
militant leader Kuka Parray, 
who is accused of being an 
Indian agent by Muslim 
separatist groups. * Ml 
P array denies the charge. 

The separatist leader did 
not say how he identified 
the attackers. Police could 


not be reached fra com- 
ment. 

Mr. Lone, who beads a 
group called People’s 
Conference and was once a 
lawmaker in the Kashmir 
legislature, escaped a kid- 
nap attempt in June at 
Anantnag, some 55 kilome- 
tres from here. 

Mr. Lone was jailed fra 
two years from 1990, at the 
height of the separatist drive 
in Kashmir, and again for 
three months in 1993-94 
during an army siege of the 
Hazratbal Mosque on 
Srinagar’s outskirts. 

Meanwhile, an Indian sol- 
dier was killed and two oth- 
ers seriously wounded early 


Monday in an ambush by 
Muslim guerrillas in 
Kashmir’s Doda district, 
officials said in Jammu, the 
state’s winter capital. 

The attack on the army 
patrol was blamed on Hizb- 
U1 Mujahideen, die domi- 
nant militant group in the 
northern state of Kashmir. 

More than 12,000 people 
have been lolled in Kashmir 
since the separatist drive 
erupted in 1989. India 
accuses Pakistan of arming 
and training militan ts. 
Islamabad denies the charge 
but gives diplomatic sup- 
port to the unrest 


Police arrest bombers as strike sweeps 


DHAKA (R) — Bang- 
ladeshi protesters threw 
bombs and chased security 
personnel Monday as life 
across the country was 
severely disrupted by the 
start of a four-day general 
strike called by opposition 
parties, witnesses said. 

They said hundreds of sup- 
porters of the opposition 
parties trying to topple the 
government and force early 
elections took to the other- 
wise empty streets, throw- 
ing small home-made 
bombs and jeering at police. 
Police made an unknown 
number of arrests, witnesses 
said. 

The protesters pelted stones 
at buildings and tore down 
the signboard at aq.office of 
the ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP). 

Police said the bombs were 
mostly fire-crackers. They 
had no immediate report of 
injuries. 

“We have a long way to go 


through the 96 hours of this 
strike until Thursday. 
Anything can happen in 
between,” one officer told 
Reuters. 

The strike, which began at 
6 ajn. (0000 GMT), will be 
the longest continuous stop- 
page since Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia took 
power after the 1991 elec- 
tions, billed as Bang- 
ladesh’s first free polls to 
restore democracy in this 
South Asian coon try after 
long years of military rule. 

“But Khaleda is making a 
mockery of the democracy ” 
opposition leader Sheikh 
Hasina declared. 

She said “Khaleda has set 
a new record of corruption" 
and no election under her 
would be free and fain Mrs. 
Khaleda has denied the 
charges. 

“We want her to go imme- 
diately so new elections can 
be held under a neutral care- 
taker administration,” Mrs. 


Hasina told her party lead- 
ers ahead of Monday’s 
strike. 

Almost all opposition leg- 
islators resigned in 
December after a long boy- 
cott of parliament and asked 
the government to dissolve 
the 330-member assembly 
because they considered it 
had lost legitimacy follow- 
ing the mass resignations. 

But Mrs. Khaleda has 
refused to dissolve parlia- 
ment, and has also turned 
aside other opposition 
demands. 

On Monday, there was no 
transport on the strike- 
bound streets of Dhaka and 
other cities, apart for a few 
rickshaws. Picketers 
attacked and broke dozens 
of rickshaws for defying the 
strike, witnesses said. 

Most factories and offices 
were closed, except fra the 
main government secretari- 
at. 

More than 5,000 police 


Bangladesh 

and paramilitary troops 
were deployed in the capital 
Dhaka and reports said 
security was tight in other 
cities, including the port of 
Chittagong. 

“We are listening to bomb 
explosions evety few min- 
utes,” said a journalist in 
Chittagong. 

One reporter in the north- 
eastern town of Sylhet said 
the streets were controlled 
by anti-government ac- 
tivists. 

A few trains left their sta- 
tions outside Dhaka but 
were forced to stop by 
opposition activists, railway 
sources said. Buses and lor- 
ries did not move while 
feny services operated par- 
tially. Airline officials said 
several domestic flights 
were cancelled. 

The country had been hit 
by eight strike days since 
early September which 
many say have hurt the 
economy. 
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Life, even in camps 

A SPEEDY end to the controversy over 
the lands on which a number of refugee 
camps were constructed appears to be In 
sight. His Majesty King Hussein’s recent 
intervention in the search for a legal and 
equitable solution to the problem has laid 
the necessary foundation for a quick 
settlement. The new approach calls on 
the concerned parties to focus on all 
dimensions of the issue in attempts to find 
an amicable bat legal formula which can 
satisfy the legitimate rights and concerns 
of all sides. 

It is obvious that the problem was left 
neglected and simmering for so long that 
it ended up without an adequate and 
sound legal regime to govern it. On the 
one hand the landowners have a right to 
their properties and what they have been 
receiving as rent is grossly unfair. On the 
other hand the refugees who are camped 
on the affected lands had been led to 
believe that all is fine as far as their 
standing is concerned. Subsequently, the 
temporary homes of these people became 
permanent and in the process prejudiced 
the rights of the owners to fair compensa- 
tion or repossession. 

But now that the issue has come to the 
fore, it is timely to raise the all-too- 
important question on the possibility of a 
long-term solution. Neither the people 
who live in these camps nor the landown- 
ers nor the residents of Amman should be 
expected to wait for long until such a 
solution is found. This is the time, there- 
fore, to convene a committee comprising 
all concerned parties to address the prob- 
lem. 

Meanwhile, we believe, UNRWA can 
and should assume a greater responsibil- 
ity towards finding a proper solution. It 
can do that by bearing the additional 
costs of fairer compensation to landown- 
ers pending the conclusion of an agree- 
ment on the final settlement. 

People have a constitutional right to 
their properties and they cannot be ex- 
pected to assume the brunt of the respon- 
sibility for the welfare of refugees for 
much longer. Likewise court decisions 
are binding and have to be respected and 
implemented. At the same time we cannot 
just push refugees out of their dwellings 
and onto the streets. That is why the 
ultimate solution must be broadly based 
and multi-dimensional yet legal and 
equitable. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Commenting on the controversy surrounding the fate 
of the refugee camps in Jordan, a writer in AI Ra'i 
Monday said that Xing Hussein's announcement on 
Saturday had dissolved the tension that gripped the 
camp's residents in past weeks. By emphasising the 
need for national unity and by making it clear that the 
rights of every citizen and refugee would be upheld. 
King Hussein put matters into perspective, said Saltan 
Al Hattab. By saying that Jordan is not Libya, not is 
he Qadhafi, the King sent a message to the Jordanian 
family that national unity was a priority, continued the 
writer. He said the King’s words assumed added sig- 
nificance because the whole country was preparing for 
an international event and gearing up for the start of a 
peaceful, secure and progressive era. 

No matter how hard Israel tries to pin the blame on 
Syria for the continued resistance in southern Lebanon 
and for allegedly encouraging the Hizbollah to launch 
attacks against Jewish state, Israel cannot escape the 
real blame for the explosive situation in the area, said 
a writer in Al Dustour. According to Saleh QaJleb, 
Israel should realise that its occupation of South 
Lebanon had incited the resistance movement The 
writer said Israel had always believed in creating 
differ zones along its borders with Arab states to 
j ensure security. But this strategy had proved to be a 
total failure since the so-called security zone in south- 
ern Lebanon had not prevented Lebanon’s resistance 
groups from launching their attacks. Mr. Qalleb wrote 
that ti ily way for Israel to guarantee security in its 
norther, region, was to withdraw its troops from South 
i Lebanon and thereby implement U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 
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By Rami G* Khbnri 


Nasser, Oslo n, and problematic autumn days 


BY AN EXTRAORDINARY coincidence, die signing of 
die Oslo n accord between Israel and (some) Palestinians 
on September 28 occurred 25 years to the day after the 
death of the late Egyptian president Gamai Abdul Nasser. 
The occasion of this early autumn day is an opportunity to 
assess the modem fate or condition of the Arab World, by 
assessing three related components: the legacy of Abdul 
Nasser, the quality of the Oslo n accord, and the state of 
Arab nationalism. 

By aQ accounts, the Oslo II accord reflects contempo- 
rary Arab weakness and fragmentation. Unable to force 
Israel to a draw on the battlefield or into an equitable 
negotiating situation, the Arabs and the Palestinians in 
particular have had to settle for an imperfect and often 
demeaning resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict 

The main reasons for this situation are: a) the strength of 
Israel and the substantial American support it has, and b) 
the inability of fee Arab people to work together or to pool 
their resources in the confrontation with Israel- This is a 
clear failure of fee pan- Arab ideology feat Abdul Nasser 
represented. 

The man himsalf remains a giant in modem Arab histo- 
ry, his memory eternally etched into the Arab conscience 
as a brief but fleeting attempt to transform pan- Arab em<> 
tional sentiment and political ideology into a force for 
Arab national development and for a coherent response to 
fee challenge of Zionism. But Abdul Nasser’s legacy 
remains clouded by fee parallel recognition that he and his 
successors have failed on both counts: they have sent 
Egypt into a spiral of national decline based on a combi- 
nation of ineffective socio-economic development poli- 
cies and persistently violent and autocratic domestic polit- 
ical tendencies, while simultaneously missing fee oppor- 
tunity to rally fee Arab people into a credible regional 
movement for pan- Arab progress and integration. 

The signing of fee Oslo II accord marks a full generation 
since the death of Abdul Nasser. It also marks an oppor- 
tune moment to take stock of fee meaning of this passing 
Arab generation. Is Arab nationalism a feiled ideology 
feat only marked a brief historical moment of heightened 
emotionalism? Or is there something more substantial in 
fee ghost of Arab nationalism that remains to be salvaged 
and re invigorated in a more effective form? 

It remains for our generation today to ask these ques- 
tions in a clear and honest maimer, so that the next gener- 


ation of Arabs can look forward to a political history that 
is more satisfying than the past quarter century. Several 
basic questions pose themselves in this regard-’ 

What is Arab nationalism? Is it a genuine and durable 
national ideology feat can reflea the sentiments and aspi- 
rations of Arabs throughout our region, or is it nothing 
more than a cruel and empty emotional hoax? Is it an 
expression of cultural identity, political action, national 
sentiment, or collective economics, or an expression of 
nothing at all? 

Who determines fee definition, purpose and operational 
expression of Arab nationalism? Is this a process feat only 
a handful of Arab leaders can define and exploit, or is it 
something thai can only be given authentic expression by 
the Arab people themselves? 

How can fee Arab people today pass verdict on the 
authenticity and relevance of Arab nationalism? What 
mechanisms do we have in fee Arab World today that can 
allow the 230 million or so ordinary Arabs to determine if 
Arab natio nalis m is something real or illusory? 

The sad fact is feat we have no credible forum in the 
Arab World that can permit the ordinary people of our 
region to answer these important questions. A few democ- 
ratising Arab states offer their people the chance to 
express their political and cultural identities; and Arab 
nationalism, along with Islamism, tribalism and state-cen- 
tred ideologies, is clearly one of several forces feat define 
our region and its people. Regional institutions such as the 
Arab League reflect fee sentiments of governments more 
than fee sentiments of ordinary people. 

The truth today, a generation after the death of Abdul 
Nasser, is feat we do not accurately know what most Arab 
people feel politically — about pan-Arabism or other 
competing identities and ideologies. This is regrettable, 
but not necessarily inevitable and permanent Therefore, 
the single most important goal feat we should pursue 
today is to persevere in our struggle to develop Arab polit- 
ical systems feat allow the Arab people to express them- 
selves in freedom and dignity. 

I am convinced feat the pressing socio-economic prob- 
lems of our region will force the Arab people to develop a 
new, more rational form of pan-Arab nationalism that 
reties less on emotional sloganeering and chaotic respons- 
es to the challenge of Zionism, and instead relies more on 
forging sustainable forms of economic integration and 
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S. Africa government pushes for wide 
participation in writing constitution 


By Alexandra Zavis 

The Associated Press 

CAPE TOWN, South Africa 
— The call to South 
Africans to help write a new 
constittifion has drawn 
replies from fee idealistic, 
the computer literate, the 
pra gma ti p — and the des- 
perate. 

One man asked for help 
getting back his repossessed 
house. A group called 
“Friends of the Pig” wanted 
to ban fee slaughter of ani- 
mals. especially those of 
porcine bent 

One plea read simply: *T 
am hungry.” 

All told, more than 2 mil- 
lion South Africans have 
joined in fee experiment in 
grass-roots democracy — 
writing letters, attending 
some 600 public meetings, 
even plugging into fee 
Internet to make sugges- 
tions. 

A telephone line wife 
taped updates on fee latest 
debates of the constitutional 
assembly lets callers leave 
their own recordings. 
Advertisements seeking 
constitutional suggestions 
flash on fee screens of auto- 
matic teller machines at 
major banks. 

“It is a process feat hap- 
pens once in fee lifetime of 
a nation,” said Hassan 
Ibrahim, administrative 


director of the assembly 
working on the post- 
apartheid charter. “It is 
very exciting.” 

Sceptics wonder whether 
fee politicians writing the 
constitution won’t just 
. ignore the flood of sugges- 
tions. Ibrahim, however, 
noted how persistent lobby- 
ing by organisations repre- 
senting fee deaf persuaded 
constitutional assembly 
members to draft a clause 
making si gn language -fee 
nation’s 12th official lan- 
guage. 

“We are drafting a consti- 
tution in a changing situa- 
tion,” said Cyril 
Ramaphosa of fee African 
National Congress, chair- 
man of the constitutional 
assembly. °As precedents 
are made on a whole num- 
ber of things that impact on 
the constitution, we have to 
take feat into account” 

In a cramped office 11 
floors above the daily din, 
staffers like Hilton Gallant 
have read fee public’s sug- 
gestions, summarised them 
in about 60 reports, and 
made more than 10 million 
photocopies. 

“We feel fee brunt of it,” 
Gallant said. ‘“We start at 8 
a.m . . . And can go to 7 or 
8 at night You get tired.” 

The constitutional assem- 
bly, comprising fee 490 
members of parliament has 


until November 15 to com- 
plete fee first draft The 
final draft is due in May and 
will take effect in 1999, 
wife South Africa’s next 
general election. 

The final constitution is 
likely to closely resemble 
an interim document feat 
opened the way to South 
Africa’s first all-race elec- 
tion last year. The interim 
charter is considered revo- 
lutionary because of clauses 
like the one banning dis- 
crimination on fee basis of 
sexual orientation. 

The final version is to be 
written in simple English, 
so South Africans will not 
need law degrees to under- 
stand tbeir rights. 

Not all are convinced that 
the ANC. which won 62 
percent of the vote in last 
year's election, is sincere 
when it says it wants to hear 
from everyone and produce 
a consensus constitution. 

It is unclear bow emotion- 
al issues like abortion and 
capital punishment will be 
handled. 

Hie ANC advocates abor- 
tion on demand for women 
of all ages until the 14th 
week of pregnancy, while a 
strong anti-abortion lobby 
has developed in fee coun- 
try. The ANC opposes capi- 
tal punishment, but opinion 
polls say a majority of 
South Africans favour exe- 


cuting criminals 

The Inkafea Freedom 
party, a Zulu nationalist 
group, has boycotted fee 
assembly, saying it fears the 
ANC will ram through a 
constitution giving the rul- 
ing party dictatorial powers. 

“Until such time as 
(Inkafea) is involved in 
approval of fee final consti- 
tution, there is going to be 
enormous problems of 
implementing and legitimis- 
ing,” said Inkafea legislator 
Walter Felgate. 

Inkafea, which controls 
Kwazulu-Natal province, 
wants strong regional pow- 
ers, while the ANC favours 
a powerful central govern- 
ment. It is likely to be the 
constitutional court, a body 
styled' after fee U.S. 
Supreme court, that decides 
bow power will be shared 
between fee national and 
provincial governments. 

Conservative whites seek- 
ing to negotiate a territory 
where they can govern 
themselves also warn of a 
slow shift toward totalitari- 
an control by fee ANC. 

“We might get an exceed- 
ingly good constitution . . . 
But if we have a govern- 
ment with sufficient power, 
it will just tear it up,” said 
Tienie Groenewald of the 
right-wing Freedom From. 


cooperation that can finally exploit the substantia! human, 
cultural, and natural resource wealth of our . region. 
Regional cooperation, rather than foreign depends 
the kev to Arab progress and well-being. . . 

TTk mistakes ofttelast two generacioas since mid-cen- 
tury need not represent permanent damage ■ Jf 
people and their rights. We have long blaiwd Western 
imperialism and militaristic Zionism for our n-oubkd con 
dition! and most people in the region have SJ^d per 
manent autocratic political systems at home, .and *hus we 
have enjoyed few real victories or lasting gains m re>.cm 
decades. The place to stair to change this bitter modem 
legacy is to look inwards to our own states and societies, 
anci to work harder than ever before to assure the next 
generation of Arabs fee fundamental right to express 
themselves freely in political and cultural terras. Freedom, 
dimity, participation, and political accountability at home 
will help create fee foundation for more effective cooper- 
ation and integration within the Arab region. 

If fee Western world finds it politically convenient, his- 
torically useful, and intellectually entertaining to mock 
the concept of pan- Arab national identity, our most appro- 
priate response to fee West would be simply to ignore 
such attitudes and get on with fee business of building a 
better Arab World. Post-colonial hangover makes this dif- 
ficult at times, especially when many Arab people in this 
region look to fee West for fee most basic sustenance ot 
their narrow nati onalisms and small staiehoods 
whether practical commodities like money and food, or 
existential commodities like military protection and polit- 
ical legitimacy. 

The p rimar y lesson of the bitter commemoration of 
Abdul Nasser’s death a quarter of a century ago is that fee 
ohly kind of Arab nationalism that makes any sense or 
that has any chance to succeed is one that is defined by the 
free expression of the sentiments and aspirations of fee 
ordinary people that mak e up fee Arab World. Whether or 
not they choose to give life and meaning to some form of 
pan-Arab nationalism remains to be seen. We will only 
know if and when ordinary Arabs can meet in freedom to 
decide and tell us what they feel and what they want. 
There is only slight progress towards this end throughout 
the Arab World nowadays, which is why September 28. 
1995 was such a problematic day for us. 


Oman, 1st Gulf state 
to establish trade 
links with Israel 


‘ By Peter Feuilherade 

OMAN HAS become fee 
first Gulf state to officially 
establish trade links wife 
Israel. The decision by fee 
two countries to exchange 
trade representatives was 
taken during a meeting at 
fee United Nations on 
September 30 between 
Oman's foreign minister, 
Yusuf Ben Alawi Ben 
Abdullah, and Israel's for- 
eign minister, Shimon 
Peres. A statement by 
Israel’s foreign ministry 
said feat the aim of fee 
agreement was to increase 
bilateral cooperation in 
the economic and techni- 
cal fields and that fee two 
countries were discussing 
joint projects in fee sec- 
tors of water, agriculture, 
medicine and telecommu- 
nications. 

Last year Oman and 
other GCC states lifted 
their economic boycott of 
foreign firms dealing wife 
Israel, in response to the 
apparent progress being 
achieved in the Middle 
East peace process. But in 
line wife GCC policy, 
Oman had until now 
stopped short of establish- 
ing formal trade relations 
until a comprehensive 
Middle East peace settle- 
ment was achieved. 
However, Israeli and 
Omani ministers have 
already met several times. 


and last December Prime 
Minister Rabin visited 
Oman for talks wife 
Sultan Qaboos, fee high- 
est public contact between 
a GCC state and Israel. 

Oman, like its fellow 
GCC member Qatar, has 
also hosted Middle East 
multilateral peace talks 
and held public meetings 
wife Israeli officials. All 
fee while, Muscat has also 
been exploring trade links 
wife Israel, not to be out- 
done by Israel’s more pub- 
licised contacts with 
Qatar. 

With Oman looking to 
private enterprise to play a 
greater role in its economy 
in fee future and moving 
towards fee eventual pri- 
vatisation of all its water 
supply, this is one field in 
which Israeli expertise 
could be in demand in the 
sultanate. Another area for 
possible Israeli participa- 
tion in joint ventures is 
tourism, now that the 
Omani authorities are 
encouraging the private 
sector to join in the devel- 
opment of a number of 
seaside resorts and hotels. 
There was no immediate 
reaction to the announce- 
ment from the other GCC 
capitals, nor from Tehran, 
wife which Oman main- 
tains good relations. 

Middle East International 
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Israel ponders options 

(Coatibuied from pay l) 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 17, 1995 


ardund town, loudspeakers 
blaring religious music and 
urging people to donate 
money for liberating Israel’s 
so-called “security zone.” 
Schoolchildren in Tyre’s 
Islannc-ran schools were told 
to bring in candies to class 
Tuesday to celebrate the Hiz- 
boUah’s deadliest Hizbollah 
ambushes against Israeli 
forces this year. 


Meantime, Hizbollah fight- 
ers were on maximum alert in 
anticipation of Israeli retalia- 
tion. 

An Israeli military source 
told the Associated Press in 
Israel that on Sunday Mr. 
Rabin considered a major 
punitive strike, but the plan 
was dropped. 

Dovish Environment 
Minister Yossi Sand pre- 
dicted Monday that the re- 
sponse would be Hunted be- 


cause of concerns Basel could 
get bogged down in Lebanon, 
as it did when it invaded in 
1982. 

Israel has accused Syria, 
the dominant power in Leba- 
non, of allowing guerrilla 
attacks on its troops to main- 
tain military pressure on the 
Jewish state during the two 
countries' deadlocked peace 
talks. 

Israel has demanded Syria 
and Lebanon rein in the guer- 
rillas, but they refuse to do so 
until Israel withdraws from 
the enclave it has occupied 
since 1985. 


Pullback to be complete by Dec.31 

(Continued from page 1) 


Mr. Arafat, eager to steer 
the opposition group away 
from violence against Israel, 
released Hamas’ main 
spokesman in Gaza last 
week. 

Arafat adviser Ahmad Tibi 
said there was progress in the 
negotiations between PNA 
^officials and Hamas on the 
terms of the group’s political 
participation. 

“The discussion today has 
brought positive and tangible 
results,” Dr. Tibi said. 
“There is still some work to 
be done.” 

Under the emerging agree- 
ment, Hamas would suspend 
attacks on Israel and would 
participate in -the elections-. 
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Hearing postponed 

A second hearing on 
Israel's request for extradi- 
tion of Musa Abu Maizouk, a 
leader of Hamas, was post- 
poned until Thursday so Mr. 
Abu Marzouk could undergo 
medical tests, judicial sources 
said. 

The hearing had been sche- 
duled to continue Monday 
after Judge Kevin Duffy 
baited the proceedings at the 
request of defence lawyer 
Stanley Cohen. 

But the proceedings were 
postponed to allow Mr. Abu 
Marzouk to undergo medical 
tests, the sources said. Mr. 
Cohen has said his client is 
diabetic and has lost 13.5 
kilos since his detention in 


New York on June 25. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk. 44, is 
wanted on terrorism charges 
in Israel. He was initially 
detained for violating U.S. 
immigration law. 

Israeli documents obtained 
by U.S. authorities allege 
that Mr. Abu Marzouk is in 
fret the top leader of Hamas 
rather than amply its political 
chief as his claims. 

Judicial sources said last 
week that U.S. investigators 
bad established a link be- 
tween Mr. Abu Marzouk and 
a Sudanese diplomat dose to 
radical cleric Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman. Mr. Cohen 
denounced the report alleg- 
ing the link as “ridiculous.'' 

Mr. Abu Maizouk, a U.S. 
resident, denies any involve- 
ment in terrorism. 


League works on expellees 


(Continued from' pay 1) 
mans following the Egyptian 
efforts,” he said. “We hope 
these efforts will allow the 
expelled Palestinians to 
travel to Gaza or return to 
Libya." 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa, after meeting Li- 
byan leader Muammar 
Cfadhafi, said Friday they had 
agreed to solve within two 
weeks the problem of the 
1,000 stranded Palestinians 
living m tents. 

But Libyan state radio de- 
nied any such accord. 


Mr. Musa said Colonel 
Oadhafi had also agreed to 
“suroend his decision to ex- 
pel 30,000 Palestinians living 
m Libya," a process launched 
in September to shun the 
Israei-Palestine . Liberation. 
Organisation (PLO) autofi-' 1 
omy accords have failed to 
. pfoduce a Palestinian home- 
land. 

At least 5,000 have already 
left the country while a furth- 
er 1,000 have been trapped in 
a tent camp set up by the 
Libyan authorities. 

Israel still controls the bor- 


ders of the self-ruled Gaza __ 
Strip and Palestinians enter- * 
ing the area have to have 
Israeli-issued entry permits 
proving they live there. 

So far Egypt has banned 
those without the necessary 
permits from crossing its 
territory for Gaza or the 
West Bank. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said it was send- 
ing enough water, food and 
blankets on Monday to help 
the stranded Palestinians 
through rite next two weeks. 

Libya hated its daily sup- 
plies last Wednesday. 
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Saddam victory hailed in Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 
Baghdad said they had estab- 
lished that some votes had 
been cast against extending 
the president’s mandate. 

Washington and the Irhqi 
opposition in exile dismissed 
the poll as a farce. 

But a Western diplomat 
said: "You can always ques- 
tion bow the poll was con- 
ducted and its results and you 
can call it a sham, but you 
cannot prevent Saddam Hus- 
sein from dedaring that he 
was elected by his people.” 
Another said: “The record 
results showed that Saddam 
held the country in an iron 
grip while presenting a facade 
of democracy.” 

The three Kurdish auton- 
omous provinces of Dohuk, 
Suleymaniyah and Ertril — 
out of Baghdad’s control — 
were barred from the vote. 

Each ballot paper bore a 
picture of President Saddam 
and the single question : “Do 
you approve of Saddam Hus- 
sein as president of the re- 
public?" 


Underneath was the line 
“make a cross on the answer 
of your choice” and two 
boxes indicating “yes" or 
“no." 

Officials had stressed that 
voting was not obligatory but 
many of those who flocked to 
the pollling booths were 
dearly anxious to show then- 
loyalty to the president. 

The state-ron A1 Thawra 
newspaper called the vote an 
“enormous success.” 

Babel newspaper, run by 
President Saadam's eldest 
son Uday, said the United 
States “from now on faces 
the failure of its devilish poli- 
cy towards Iraq.” 

The ringing endorsement 
of President Saddam was not 
shared by his neighbours, 
who condemned the victory 
as a shameless exercise in a 
climate of fear. 

“Saddam has even broken 
the famous Arab record of 99 
per cent in referendums and 
elections,” said Fouad Ai 
Hashem, a columnist for the 
Kuwaiti newspaper Al 


Hrawi to seek new term 


il \ 


(Continued from page 12) 

Syria,” in a message to Mr. 
Hrawi also urging him to seek 
an extension of his mandate 
which runs out Nov. 24. - 
^Mr. Bern has said that 
more than half of parlia- 
ment's members would back 
die amendment of the con- 
stitution. 

As requested by Mr. Hariri 
and Mr. Bern, Mr. Hrawi 
said he will send to parlia- 
ment a draft bill to amend 
article 49 of the constitution 
to allow the extension. 

Despite public misgivings 
and outright opposition from 
some politicians, passage of 
the amendment is guaranteed 
in the largely pro-Syrian 
legislature. More than 100 
deputies have voiced their 
support for Mr. Hrawi. 


Both Mr. Hariri, a Sunni 
Muslim, and Mr. Beni, a 
Shiite Muslim, stressed in 
their appeals that the pre- 
sence of Mr. Hrawi was 
necessary to continue the 
“ mar ch of stability” in Leba- 
non after the devastation of 
the 1975-90 civil war. 

However, strong opposi- 
tion to the extension came 
from Mr. Hrawi’s own Maro- 
nite community. Under the 
constitution, a president 
should be a Maronite, but he 
is not bound by church deci- 
sions. 

Cardinal Nasrallah Sfeir, 
patriarch of the Maronite 
church, the right-wing 
Faiange party and anti-Syrian 
Maronite leaders living in ex- 
ile in France decried moves 
to amend the constitution to 
keep Mr. Hrawi in office. 


‘Ethnic cleansing’ in Bosnia 
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(Continued from page 1) 

claim by the two rides over 
who is breaking the truce 
accord. 

The six-man U.N. Military 
Observer (UNMO) team was 
fricen to tire Serb-held town 
°> Prijedor, the closest major 
town to the frontlines and 
thought to be an objective of 
jjhe Bosnian army’s Fifth 

Freedom for U.N. 
peacekeepers to 1 travel 
trough Serb areas to the 
enclave of Gorazde, a clause 
111 the trace accord, has also 
®et with resistance. On Sun- 
“ a y> a French convoy trying 
to “test" the route were 


turned back at a Serb check- 
point when gunmen 
threatened them. Col. Ver- 
non said. 

In recent days tens of 
thousands of Bosnian Serbs 
have fled towns and villages 
as government forces have 
advanced eastwards. Aid 
officials have rushed food 
and supplies to the area to 
cope with the sudden influx. 

Meanwhile, U.S. nego- 
tiator on Bosnia Richard 
Holbrooke and French Fore- 
ign Minister Herve de 
Charette kicked off a new 
round of international di- 
plomacy in Paris, trying to 
build on the fragile ceasefire.i 


Watan. “He has achieved a 
new dream for dictators.” 

“Iraq says "yes’ to terror 
and hunger,” said Al Watan ’s 
front-page . headline^ “Yes" 
in the ballot boxes and “no" 
in the hearts of Iraqis,” wrote 
Al Qabas, another Kuwaiti 
newspaper. 

Kuwaiti Parliamentary 
Speaker Ahmad Al Saadoun 
said the referendum was ridi- 
culously undemocratic and 
did not show how long Presi- 
dent Saddam could survive. 

"It does show that at least 
his position had been shaken 
by the defections. He has 
been under great pressure,” 
he added. 

Iraqi leaders say they had 
planned the referendum for 
years but they announced it 
■soon after President Sad- 
dam's two sons-in-law and 
their wives fled to Jordan in 
August 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi, whose country is 
under a milder U.N. sanc- 
tions regime, sent President 
Saddam a message saying the 
referendum result was a blow 
to Iraq's foreign enemies. 

A Saudi newspaper de- 
scribed the referendum as a 
“disgusting farce.” 

Ai Madina newspaper,, 
quoted by the official Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA), also 
said President Saddam was a 
tyrant who had forced the 
“brotherly Iraqi people" to 
vote in a referendum in which 
the result was a foregone 
conclusion. 

Mustafa Amin, a veteran 
Egyptian columnist, called 
the referendum a ploy to 
conceal the damage from the 
defection to Jordan in August 
of President Saddam’s sons- 
in-law and daughters. 

“Hie ‘yes’ cast yesterday 
was that of humiliation and 
defeat,” he said in Egypt’s 
state-owned Al Akhoar 
newspaper. 


UAE urges 
end to Iraq 
sanctions : 

(Continued from page 1) 

most outspoken Gulf leaders, 
also lashed out at Muslim 
militants, branding them per- 
verts and dirty dogs. 

“They have nothing to do 
with Islam and are dirtier 
than dogs. They do not de- 
serve any pity or compassion 
because they have no pity for 
any one. 

“They should caH for peace 
and justice instead of killing' 
children and innocent peo- 
ple. How can they kill and 
spill blood and claim Islam. 
They are far away from Islam 
and are perverts and crimin- 
als.” 


Keep it 
simple 


By Alan Tormaid 
Campbell 

HOW DO human beings 
keep their society going? 
How fragile is it? To keep 
us right in the society we 
know here, we’re .held 
together by all sorts of eco- 
nomic and political institu- 
tional arrangements that we 
think are enormously 
sophisticated. They are cer- 
tainly obscure, and there are 
many competing views try- 
ing to tell us how it all 
works, how it could work 
better, and what the dangers 
of breakdown are. 

We are also bombarded 
with disparate information 
and have access to unprece- 
dented quantities of knowl- 
edge. All this gives us the 
impression (hat somehow 
we (as opposed to those we 
think of as primitives) live 
in enormously sophisticated 
societies. When we look at 
simpler societies we think 
that it is they who lade 
something and we who have 
progressed to a superior 
state. 

But wherever you look it’s 
the small-scale societies 
that seem to work. It’s 
what’s called civilisation 
that’s responsible for crying 
“Havoc!” and letting slip 
the dogs of war. 

We think that our protec- 
tion from havoc conies from 
institutions, such as govern- 
ments and judicial systems, 
police and military organi- 
sations, and oh yes, our 
amazing scientific and tech- 
nical sophistication with its 
basis in literacy. That’s 
right, in a way. We think 
that if these institutions dis- 
integrated we would be at 
risk. And Fm sure we would 
be. But we then go on to 
reason that those societies 
that do not have such insti- 
tutions most be teetering on 
the verge of chaos. 

William Golding's Lord 
Of The Flies imagines a set- 
up where all institutions of 
authority are suddenly 
removed, and the aban- 
doned community of 
schoolboys slips into a 
process of degeneracy 
where dark, atavistic man- 
ners and arrangements 
emerge. It’s generally 
assumed that our institu- 
tions save us from some 
dreadful state like that; from 
some primitive state that we 
might fall into again if 
we’re not careful. That line 
of reasoning produces our 
notions of savagery and 
primitive society. 

This is all upside down. 
It’s we who are die social 
children, living under the 
authority of grave, distant, 
paternalistic institutions of 
which we know little. The 
Wayapi people of 
Amazonia, and many others 
in similar circumstances, 
had nothing like that sitting 
over them (except, that is, 
when they were being inter- 
fered with by Brazilians). 
They bad to know how to 
shift for themselves, and 
they did very well indeed. 

How on earth did they do 
it? Only 150 people when I 
first met them and, if left to 



The Wayapi people of Amazonia use bows and arrows and walk barefoot, but their society works 


themselves, they could get 
on with it just dandy. No 
Lord of the Flies fantasy 
here at alL You could take 
any aspect of their society 
you want 

The one that I always find 
so intriguing (since I find it 
the most mysterious human 
capacity) is language. The 
Wayapi had been cut off for 
generations from a much 
larger population with a 
shared language. Wouldn’t 
the language somehow have 
shrunk, along with their net- 
work of social ties and inter- 
ests? Not a bit of it Here 
were people with a perfectly 
formed language, now 
uniquely theirs, still vigor- 
ously innovative, volubly 
expressive, giving them 
access to a vivid lore of 
beliefs, myths, and interpre- 
tations of their surround- 
ings. 

Wayapi people were not 
teetering on the edge of lin- 
guistic havoc/where. at any 
moment, they might have 
slipped into a morass of 
grunts and gestures. They 
shared the same firm lin- 
guistic plateau that all other 
human beings are on. 

Similarly, they did not 
face the havoc of starvation 
and famine. That’s some- 
thing left for civilisation to 
perpetrate on the world. 
Here again, it’s the wrong 
way round. It is we, in our 
complex technological soci- 
eties who are, in a childlike 
way, dependent on every- 
one else around us for the 
very basics of our existence, 
and it is Wayapi people who 
appear as self-sufficient 
adults, able to look after 
themselves. That's why all 
of us who went there and 
Uved with them admired 
their skills so much and 
became so aware of how 
much we have lost 

There is not a trace of 
romantic illusion in appreci- 
ating (be wonders of the 
Wayapi ’s language, nor in 
appreciating their superb 
technical skills and their 
knowledge of their environ- 
ment But what about the 
society aspect? How was 
havoc kept at bay there? 


Who decided what counted 
as right and wrong, what 
was decent behaviour and 
what was not what was 
madness and what sanity? 
Who decided on punish- 
ment and revenge? Where 
did the restraints on vio- 
lence come from? Where 
could appeal be made to for 
guidance? Why didn’t it all 
just go to pot? 

We can say with some 
firmness: “Look, it just is 
like that That's what h uman 
life means — language, 
material culture, social 
codes. It’s just as basic as 
walking on two legs.” But 
it’s not as basic as that. It's 
not as simple as basic biolo- 
gy- 

It’s easy for anthropolo- 
gists to take it all for grant- 
ed, especially while being 
there with them in the 
woods, with the details of 
the day to get through, and 
the strings of immediate 
anxieties and decisions to 
resolve. While there, an 
appreciation of the way they 
held the whole show togeth- 
er came only in scattered 
moments, being puzzled by 
something and deliberately 
stopping to wonder. It’s 
only now, looking back, that 
I can properly admire what 
was going on. 

Tate the murder of 
Sarapd t His killing wans't 
the result of unbridled sav- 
agery, nor even of a drunken 
brawL Sarapti had five 
killings to his name and the 
two who killed him were 
close brothers and sons of. 
foe victims. 

The essence of the way 
they lived was that there 
was no higher authority to 
appeal to. There were no 
ponderous institutions nor 
grave abstractions (the 
police or the law) to take 
decisions or coerce. They 
had to sort it out them- 
selves. An enormous wrong 
bad been done, and foe sons 
and foe brothers sorted it out 
in the best way they knew. 
The incident was the 
extreme example of their 
singular self-sufficiency. 

it’s worth emphasising foe 
point about law. Familiar 


stereotypes of primitive life 
manage to incorporate 
impossible inconsistencies, 
seeing the people so 
described as being at once 
unpredictably. volatile and 
violent — while also fear- 
fully hidebound within 
rigidly limiting codes. 
Again, these views repre- 
sent worlds turned upside 
down. 

Take leadership. The 
authoritarian, autocratic 
chief, signalling capricious 
judgements with a gesture, 
is one of oar inventions. 
You quickly find that trying 
to puzzle out wbat the word 
chief means is still one of 
foe most intriguing social 
and philosophical puzzles 
that an encounter with 
Amazon forest peoples pre- 
senes. 

Waiwai was foe chief of 
foe Wayapi, but, though we 
have to translate it like that, 
we are to the limit of lan- 
guage. The Wayapi word 
was yane-rowiyung, literal- 
ly “our-big". “Onr-big-one” 
.would be the Wayapi way of 
puttig it 

The word puts into ques- 
tion all our notions of 
power, authority, influence 
and rule. We’re sodden with 
notions of patriarchies (and 
matriarchies now and 
again), of kings (and 
queens), of dynastic power 
and inheritance, of status, 
classes, castes, races, and of 
all manner of hierarchies. 

We’re therefore baffled 
when we come across a 
political set-up which is 
most concisely summed-up 
in the description: “The 
chief speaks and everyone 
does as they please”. 
Professional commentators 
explain it awkwardly: 
“Well, you see, foe chief is a 
sort of distributor. Being foe 
political centre, he’s given 
all sorts of material goods. 
But anything he gets he’s 
got to redistribute. So, 
although he remains materi- 
ally poorer, be gets the ben- 
efit of superior moral and 
political status.” 

This is functionalist fanta- 
sy. There was no centring of 
material production, no 


redistributing, no displays 
of giving among the 
Wayapi. 

The awkwardness is 
understandable because 
commentators are all trying 
to make sense of the ques- 
tion: “How can you have 
political power in the form 
of a chief when nothing that 
the chief says has anything 
to do with executive deci- 
sions?” What on earth is a 
chief for, if not to dole out 
the orders? What’s power 
without power? 

What delights me is that 
here again is something so 
unexpected. It throws up all 
sorts of questions about the 
nature and possibilities of 
human life by putting our 
notion of political power 
into a strange light 

There's no doubt Waiwai 
is a chief. I think of him as a 
kind of moral commentator, 
like a stern and self-impor- 
tant writer of editorials in a 
national newspaper. Sure; 
he’s a founderer when he. 
walks about at night, or in 
early twilight, putting on his 
official voice and doing 
some hard talking — that 
people ■ shouldn't be lazy; 
that women should get up 
early and bathe in the river 
whoa it's cold, and so on. 
But people didn’t take much 
notice. Certainly decisions 
were not his to take, and no 
ope would think of asking 
him to make ooe. 

The picture presented by 
these communities is one of 
power-degree-zero, hierar- 
chy reduced to a minimum, 
authority no more than a 
posture, coercion no mote 
than a gesture. What are we 
looking at? Good old 
Gemeinschaft? The frozen, 
out-of-history, primitive 
society, imperturable in its 
syncbronicity? 

No. It's not a picture of a 
steady state. It’s a picture of 
a fluctuating process that 
has managed, so far, to keep 
afloat and to get through. 
It’s uot a picture of func- 
tionalist synchronirity. It’s a 
picture of a practised 
tightrope walker in motion. 

The Guardian 


Video on Muslims in U.K. packs them in Jakarta 


By Margot Cohen 

JAKARTA — The 
Indonesian economics stu- 
dent Budi Irawan could 
hardly believe his eyes. 

(hi a glowing video 
screen, he watched young 
men in V-neck sweaters and 
white trousers enjoy a 
leisurely game of cricket. 
They were Muslims, just 
like him. At play, work and 
prayer, a whole community 
of Muslims appeared 
relaxed and productive in 
their British surroundings. 

“Islam is not under pres- 
sure there ” marvelled the 
19-year-old student. “It can 
develop freely.” 

As fears rise over persecu- 
tion of Muslim minorities 
and doomsday theories 
about an inevitable con- 
frontation between Islam 
and the West flourish, this 
15-minute video produced 
by the British government 
provides a welcome tonic. 
The video is part of a trav- 


elling exhibition called 
“Muslims in Britain,” which 
highlights the daily life of 
some 1.5 million adherents 
of the faith. 

The exhibition opened in 
Sandi Arabia in January, 
moving on to Egypt and 
Pakistan. Now it has 
reached Indonesia — home 
to the world’s largest 
Muslim population — in 
time to join the Istiqlal 
Festival, a colossal display 
of Islamic arts -and culture 
that will be open to the pub- 
lic uadi mid-November. 

“We are very aware that 
there is a real misperception 
of the West’s attitude 
towards Islam,” says John 
Virgoe. information officer 
at foe British Embassy in 
Jakarta. “There’s a tendency 
to focus on individual issues 
such as Salman Rushdie and 
Bosnia.” 

British authorities, of 
course, would like to min- 
imise the impact of the 
Rushdie affair and focus on 


strengthening commercial 
and political ties with foe 
Islamic World. 

They have come to the 
right place. “Muslims in 
Britain’' is likely to gain 
more exposure in Indonesia 
than anywhere else. With an 
Islamic revival under way 
in this mul tie thni c nation, 
the crowds flocking to the 
Istiqlal Festival mis year 
should easily surpass foe 6 
million mark reached in 
1991. Weekends, the festi- 
val is jammed with visitors 
from all comers of foe arch- 
ipelago. 

Many attractions compete 
for attention, from ancient 
pages of the Koran to a 
computer screen bearing the 
sacred verses. A bazaar 
offers Muslim banking ser- 
vices, Muslim fashions, 
Muslim insurance policies, 
Muslim children’s books 
and even* Muslim soap 
(which must be without per- 
fume). 

Given this cornucopia. 


why are Indonesians also 
making a beeline for foe 
British display? 

For one thing, it provides 
a solid measure of reassur- 
ance. In Indonesia, as else- 
where in foe Islamic World, 
foe Bosnia crisis has fanned 
anxiety that Muslim minori- 
ties are destined to suffer 
worldwide. Recent out- 
breaks of violence against 
Muslims in majority 
Catholic province of East 
Timor, annexed by 
Indonesia from Portugal in 
1976, have brought these 
fears closer to home. So 
viewers warm to the notion 
that the British government 
and people welcome their 2 
per cent Muslim population, 
most of whose members are 
under 25. 

“The development of a 
large Muslim community in 
Britain can enrich and 
enhance the quality of 
British life ” reads a placard 
in the display sent out from 
London. Real-life portraits 


of Muslim businessmen, 
musicians, journalists and 
others in Britain flesh out 
the rhetoric. 

The exhibition also con- 
tradicts the image conveyed 
by foreign movies and tele- 
vision shows that 
Westerners are a godless, 
promiscuous bunch. 

“Everything overseas usu- 
ally seems so vulgar,” said 
24-year-old Nona Tanamal, 
a Garuda airlines office 
wotker. “It turns out that 
they do know how to bal- 
ance their social life with 
religious teachings.” 

Most important, the exhi- 
bition encourages 

Indonesian Muslims to reaf- 
firm their own commitment 
to religious tolerance and 
mutual, respect. With an 
Islamic revival on display to 
the world, they cannot 
aspire to anything less. 

International Herald Tribune 
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S. Arabia seen keeping spending 
brakes on in next year’s budget 


bia, its wealth eroded 
by past low oil prices and the 
costs of the 1990-91 Gulf war, 
will adhere to strict cost- 
cutting measures next year 
and may introduce further 
rate rises for basic services. 

Diplomats and economists 
say a long reform process has 
mostly succeeded so for in 
keeping spending in check 
while revenues have ex- 
ceeded forecasts due to a 
recent increase in oil prices. 

A freeze on new arms 
purchases as well as on pro- 
jects that are not self- 
financing and profit- 
generating and on taking new 
sovereign loans will stay in 
place in 1996, the sources 
said. 

They expect the 1996 
budget to be within this 
year's $40 billion range. 

Saudi planners hope a rise 
in oil revenue will wipe out 
the 1995 $4 billion forecast 
budget deficit. Some diplo- 
mats say the country, which 
has spent more on' salaries 
than predicted, will record a 
smaller shortfall than the 
huge deficits seen since 1983, 
when oil prices dropped after 
the two shock oil price in- 


creases of the 1970s. 

A diplomat in Riyadh said 
the 1995 deficit was expected 
to drop to five per cent of 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) from 10 per cent in 
1994, although other sources 
said it could be lower. 

“I think the 1996 budget 
will be in line with what has 
been done this year," said the 
Western diplomat. “I won't 
be surprised to see something 
in the way of price rises but 
not as wide as this year." 

In an uncharacteristic 
move, the state introduced 
price rises for basic services 
along with the 1995 budget 
and officials at the time 
hinted they were temporary. 

The new prices are aimed 
at cutting a consumption 
growth rate running at an 
alarming 15 per cent in the 
electricity sector and financ- 
ing multi-billion-dollar power 
projects in the next few 
years. 

“You do not hear that fre- 
quently now the doomsday 
scenario which was popular 
with the (world) media," said 
an Arab source familiar with 
official tbingking. “A country 
with Saudi's oil reserves can't 
be bankrupt." 


But the 12 million Saudis 
Still have to learn to live on 
less for several years to come 
and cut consumption rates. 

Saudi planners told Reu- 
ters oil revenue, which 
peaked at $116 billion in 
1981, was expected to be 
calculated in the new budget 
at a weighted average barrel 
price of around $14. 

It is similar to the 1995 
conservative estimate and an 
actual 1994* average when 
Riyadh had a $10.7 billion 
deficit. 

Saudi Arabia has earned 
around S3 billion above 
budget so for this year from 
oil exports. Total revenues 
were put at $36 billion in the 
1995 budget. 

Each $1 change in the price 
of a barrel of oil means S2.S 
billion a year up or down for 
the revenues of Saudi Arabia 

The new budget, diplomats 
and Saudi planners say, 
appears so far to be built on 
the assumption of Iraq not 
returning fully to the oil mar- 
ket in 1996. 

The full lifting of United 
Nations sanctions on Iraqi oil 
exports could depress prices 
and cut into Riyadh's eight 
million barrel per day (b/d) 


output. 

The sources say Riyadh 
expects it will most likely 
continue to export about 
seven million b/d. 

Riyadh’s oil output jumped 
from about 5.5 million b/d 
prior to the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990, reaching 8.9 
million b/d in 1992 when the 
kingdom recorded a $10.6 
billion deficit. 


It has “none very well (in 
1995) but the pressure on the 
economy is still there. They 
will cany on with the tight 
control on spending... they 
can’t afford to relax," said a 
diplomat in Riyadh. 

A key policy move in 1996 
is expected to be the intro- 
duction of rules to govern 
long-promised privatisation. 

In the five-year plan to the 
year 2000, the private sector 
was promised a large role in 
the economy to help get pro- 
jects started without burden- 
ing the budget. 

“They are eager to find 
more creative ways to secure 
financing for their various re- 
quirements and are expected 
to continue to resist further 
borrowing and external 
loans," said a diplomat. 


Report: China’s economic growth 
creates unprecedented food demand 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
China's booming economic 
growth and increasing de- 
mand for grain are pushing 
up world food prices, a Worl- 
dwatch report has said. 

Lester Brown, president of 
the independent Environ- 
mental and Social Research 
Group, said the challenge for 
the world is not that China 
cannot afford to feed its peo- 
ple but that it can. 

“With Its grain imports 
climbing, China's rising grain 
prices are now becoming the 
world's rising grain prices." 
said Mr. Brown, who irri- 
tated Chinese leaders a year 
ago with his research into the 
burden China is placing on 
world food supplies. 

Grain prices in China rose 
60 per cent last year despite 
increased imports and use of 
surpluses, the report said. 

U.S. agricultural experts 
attribute this year’s 25 per 
cent rise in U.S. wheat prices 
mostly to weather conditions 
affecting the crop, but Worl- 
dwatch notes that world grain 
supplies are at their lowest 
level in two decades and 
prices are up around the 
world. 


The impact is beginning to 
be felt in the price of break- 
fast cereals, bread, rice, pasta 
and pastries. Mr. Brown said. 
, It two years. China has 
gone from being a net expor- 
ter of eight million tonnes of 
grain to a net importer of 16 
million tonnes, said Mr. 
Brown in the book-length re- 
port: “Who will feed China? 
Wake-up call for a small 
planet." 

The Worldwatch report re- 
commends continuing efforts 
to limit China's population, 
investment in agriculture, a 
shift away from government 
plans to increase automobile 
use in favour of trains and 
bicycles, and support for 
national programmes to pro- 
tect cropland and boost effi- 
cient water use. 

The projections in Mr. 
Brown's report are stagger- 
ings: 

— If China reaches its goal 
of producing 100 more eggs 
per person each year, the 
grain required for a new flock 
of 1.3 billion hens would 
equal all the grain produced 
in Australia. 

— For each adult Chinese 
to drink just three bottles of 


beer a year would take (he 
equivaienr of Norway's 
annual grain harvest. 

— If fish farms were used 
to feed China seafood at the 
same per-person consump- 
tion rate of Japan, it would 
take as much grain as all that 
grown in India just to raise 
the fish. 


— If the fish were to come 
from the sea. China would 
consume the entire world 
catch each year. 

Chinese officials don't like 
reports that use such com- 
parisons. insisting that China 
will be able to produce all the 
food it needs. Earlier Worl-- 
dwatch research into the bur- 
den China poses for the 
world brought angry reac- 
tions frofn Chinese agricultu- 
ral officials. 

Mr. Brown said he under- 
stands China's reluctance to 
admit reliance on other coun- 
tries. particularly the United 
States. Since early this year, 
he said, the tone of reports 
out of China has changed, 
with officials admitting they 
•face a difficult task in'jyom- 
oting agricultural growth 
along with rapid industrialisa- 


tion. 

“Whether China's political . 
leaders are now ready to dis- 
cuss publicly the dimensions 
of their likely future depend- 
ence on the outside world for 
food remains to be seen." 
Mr. Brown said in the book. 

In an interview, he said the 
detailed report is not meant 
. to discourage China from de- 
veloping but to alert the 
world to the consequences of 
it and to encourage China to 
develop in a sustainable way. 

The report also said that 
China is not the only country 
whose progress is "affecting 
the demand for food. 

“It jusr happens to be the 
largest and. by an accident of 
history, the one that tips the 
world balance from surplus to 
scarcity.'' it said. 


Arab Gulf states see greater trade 
and investment role with Europe 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman and 
other Arab Gulf states axe 
pressing for a greater Euro- 
pean role in their economies 
through joint ventures and 
increased trade, officials said 
Monday. 


Gulf "Cooperation Council 
(GCC) and European Union 


(EU) officials underlined the 
importance of increasing eco- 
nomic ties as they converged 
on the Omani capital for talks 
aimgd at setting up private 
sector joint ventures. 

“One of Oman's economic 
visions is to increase and in- 
terlink the economy with the 
international market," said 
Yousef Salman, director 
general of macroeconomic 
planning at the Oman De- 
velopment Ministry. 

“The government is mov- 
ing very fast on privatisation 
now and some of this has to 
come from abroad," he told 
Reuters. “Of course, we need 
the help of European inves- 
tors and we are considering. 


chang es to OUT tax 13WS tO 

make this more attractive.’ 

The GCC comprises Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, _ Bahrain, 
Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar. 

“We attach special import- 
ance to this conference be- 
cause the EU is the major 
partner for GCC oil and pet- 
rochemicals exports” said the 
UAE minister of state for 
finance and industrial affairs, 
Ahmad Bin Humaid Al 
Tayer. 

He told the official Oman 
News Agency that he hoped 
the two groups would in- 
crease trade and investment, 
particularly in industrial and 
trade fields. 

What matters to us is to see 
more investment from the 
EU in the GCC countries and 
we trust that the private sec- 
tor in our countries would 
work on the transfer of tech- 
nology to the region,” he 
said. 

The EU imports a fifth of 


its erode oil from the GCC. 
In turn the EU accounts for 
nearly 40 per cent of the 
GCCs imports, making the 
group the sixth biggest buyer 
of EU products. 

The talks in Muscat will 
concentrate on such sectors 
as small and medium indus- 
tries which will be export- 
oriented to help swing the 
$10 billion EU-GCC trade 
deficit closer to the Gulfs 
favour. 

Britain, Italy. France. Ger- 
many and other EU members 
have joint ventures in GCC 
power, oil and gas. utilities 
and other major projects. 

“This conference comes at 
an important juncture as 
Oman... is about to produce 
a new and vitally important 
five-year plan,” Britain’s 
Trade Minister Anthony Nel- 
son said in a speech to 
businessmen Monday after 
talks with his Omani counter- 
part, Makboul Bin Ali Bin 
Sultan. 


Mr. Salman said the Oma- 
ni government had made pri- 
vatisation a priority in its next 
five-year development plan 
starting next January, with 
more emphasis on spurring 
private investors to set up 
projects and less on selling 
government shares in com- 
panies. „ 

Since 1993 it has sold off 
government holdings in in- 
surance. banks, hotel and ce- 
ment firms, but for the first 
time is inviting investors to 
set up desalination plants on 
its rugged coastline with pri- 
vate capital alone. Mr. Sal- 
man said. 

It was also considering 
changes to its tax laws to 
make joint ventures more 
attractive. 

The GCC includes the 
world’s major oil exporters 
and many have been hit by 
weak oil prices in recent 
years, forcing spending cuts 
and measures to increase 
their non-oil economies. 


U.N. to reimburse $150 million 
for peacekeeping troop costs 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
The United Nations will pay 
$150 million to governments 
for their peacekeeping troop 
cost because it has recently 
received significant payment 
of arrears for its peacekeep- 
ing operations, the U.N. 
secretary general's office has 
announced. 

The secretary general took 
the decision on that action, 
trusting that the reimburse- 
ments would help member 
states that had faced the most 
severe problems due to the 
suspension of payments since 
last May, under-secretary 
general for administration 
and management, Joseph 
Connor, disclosed as he 
addressed the committee on 
the United Nations financial 
situation last week. 

He explained that the ac- 
tion had been made possible 
by the recent payment of 
signifiam sums to United Na- 
tions peacekeeping opera- 
tions. including a total of 
some SI 00 million from the 
Russian Federation, the Un- 
ited States and Brazil. De- 
spite that, the organisation 


would still be owing troop- 
contributing states some $900 
million at the end of this 
month and some $1.1 billion 
by year's end. 

Continuing, he said that 
although about 30 states had 
paid various amounts to the 
regular budget in the last few 
weeks, its borrowing from 
peacekeeping would reach 
S200 million in November, 
unless additional and signifi- 
cant dues were paid to it. 

Speaking on the related 
issue of how to determine 
how much member states 
would chip in to that budget, 
the Russian Federation’s de- 
puty minister of finance, 
Anatoly Golovaty, said the 
root of the United Nations 
financial crisis was the unfair 


manner in which its expenses 
were shared among its mem- 
bers. The scale of contribu- 
tions could be improved by 
using a three-year base 
period, gross national pro- 
duct (GNP) indicators and 
market exchange rates to de- 
termine a state’s capacity to 
pay. The scheme of limits 
should be phased out early as 
it was the most distorting 
element of the present scale, 
he added. 

The European Union, 
spealdng through Spain, said 
that the scale should not be 
seen as a procedure for redis- 
tributing wealth among 
states, but a system to share 
responsibility for supporting 
the' United Nations, it should 
be stable and should reflect 


THE Daily Crossword by George Urquhart 


ACROSS 
1 Ego 

5 Casino game 
10 Arduous 
journey 

14 Filament 

15 Greek slave 

16 Half: pref. 

17 Alencon’s 
department 

18 Degrade 

19 Public 
disturbance 

20 Social 
event/herb 

23 Bridge seat 

24 Otherwise 

25 Southpaw 
28 Wild 

31 Jai — 

32 Papal r 
garments 

34 Many 
37 Fob/prohibit, 
in a way 

40 Comp. dir. 

41 Thrown out 

42 Golf club 

43 Opera heavy 

44 Play part 

45 Headliner 
47 Capricorn's 

symbol 
49 Weather 
condition/ 
advance 
payment 

56 Lament 

57 Automaton 
56 Actor's part 

59 — Stanley 
Gardner 

60 Once upon — 

61 *— La Douce" 

62 Red vegetable 
-63 Spud 

64 Cupid 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Begone! 

2 Lawman 
Wyatt 

3 Official policy 

4 Madly excited 

5 Confused state 

6 Contradict 

7 . poor Yorick” 


8 Model 

9 Ladder rung 

10 Person in 
bondage 

11 Horse-and- 
buggy control 

12 Overact 

13 Set of tools 

21 Hit the — (goto 
bed) 

22 Smallest 
amount 

25 Grassy yard 

26 Enthusiasm 

27 Destiny 

28 Ipso — 

29 Actress Sommer 

30 Clarinet part 

32 Musical 
composition 

33 H. — Perot 

34 Used to be 

35 School on the 
Thames 

36 Completed 

38 Store 

39 Principal 



43 Classical 
dance 

44 American’s 
unde 

45 Frighten 

46 Linen fabric 

47 Folklore being 

48 Playful animal 


50 College org. 

51 Church 
tribunal 

52 Final bio 

53 Average 

54 Sailor's saint 

55 Time period 

56 Network 
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don-'t care how hard you pout, I'm still 
going out with my fnends tonight!" 


i® 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end Mike AiyWon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


F 

ILETT 


\ 

LLJ 


Hv s 

^ Y y 


6iBST*« W> Seven, be. 

AlAtO&Rmrvwl 


YEASS 





/ V 
L-4 


QULLAS 



□ 

□ 

DINIOE j 


^ . k Jw 

_ 

_ 


TNe ana is S500 a boots 


Ragmtfs catar 
must be Mmtti 
.. B-tofiune — 



WHAT THE 
CONNOI55SJR 
CON5HPEREP HIS 
WINE COLLECTION. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form die surprise answer, as sug- 
1 gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


^ w - "M ir'W' 'V^r w m 

N A A. A . - /i k A, iTw A. A A ji 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: REBEL GAMUT BECKON ASTHMA 
Answer No matter what the weather, some do this — 
TALK UP A STORM 



Andy Cap 



WHATA NIGHTMARE/ 

I DREAMT! WAS 
GTARTINSMYMARRIED 
LIFE ALLOYS? AGAIN 




Nlutfn’Jeff 


WHAT AMI GOING TO D0? 
Z GOT A NEW JOBTbOttf 
I GOTTA BE TO WORK AT 
NINE IN THE MORNING: 
MVALARM CLOCK IS BROKE 

andmuttJs 

TOWN 



member states capacity to 
pav. The ceiling rate of 25 per 
cent should be retained to 
prevent the United Nations 
from relying excessively on 
one member and the floor 
rate lowered or eliminated. 
The European Union contri- 
buted 34.39 per cent of the 
regular budget in 1995, a 
figure that would reach 35. 2S 
per cent and 35.41 per cent in 
1996 and 1997. respectively. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUES- 
DAY, OCTOBER 17. 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll Righter 
Astrological Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Avoid a partner who is 
depressed and look for new 
ways to make progress. Show 
gratitude in some way for 
help you have received. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) A demanding partner 
should be handled tactfully 
while you take care of busi- 
ness difficulties. Avoid one 
who wants to instigate dis- 
agreements. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) The task which require 
your attention are boring and 
all seems slow, but outside 
partners can brighten the pic- 
ture later today, and you can 
get much accomplished. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Keep rooted to 
your career activities and 
accomplish a good deal since 
pleasure could prove very 
costly and unsatisfactory at 
this time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You can't understand why a 
fondly tie is acting strangely, 
so ignore the situation for 
awhile and make plans for 
amusements with close 
friends and follow asscod- 
ates. 

VIRGO: 


22 to 


(August 

September 22) Study reports 
and stat 


statements well for any 
possible errors contained 
within them. Some situation 
arises through which you can 
understand dose loved ones. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Don't disagree 
over money with a good 
friend and later a bigwig can 
be most helpful to you today. 
Don’t be forceful towards fel- 
low associates and you will be 

very successful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Get financial 
affairs handled property now 
but safeguard your reputa- 
tion against possible damage 
in the world at large. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Some 
secret worry can stop you 
from getting ahead as you 
would like to at this time, if 
you permit this, so put your 
mind on other situations. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Don’t permit 
one who has difficulties to 
burden you with them and 
take care of your own affaire 
wisely in such a manner 
which will be noticed. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Don’t involve 
yourself into a disagreement 
between a partner and an 
oroaal of the business and 
you will stay out of difficul- 
ties. 


PISCES: (February 20 to 
Marcb 20) Keep rooted to 1 
important duties ahead of 
you and forget about new 
puraiits at this time, but' 
handle avic affairs well to the ' 
satisfaction of bigwigs. 
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Birthstone of October: Goal ’ 
— Tourmaline 
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Eight road 
and bridge 
projects to 
be presented 
to summit 


** THE MINISTRY of 
Public Works ‘and Housing 
will present eight road and 
bridge projects, estimated to 
cost a total of $224 million, to 
the Amman economic sum- 
mit. Among the package are 
the following road projects: 

1) A 26-kilometre road link- 
ing Irbid with North 
Shouneh. The ministry has 
completed six kilometres of 
the four-lane road and is cur- 
rently working on a further 
eight-kilometre section. The 
remaining 12-lrilometre pro- 
ject, which will be presented 
at the smtmQt, is estimated to 
cost $18 million. The road 
carries particular importance 
as it wiH facilitate passenger 
and cargo transport between 
Jordan and Israel, especially 
the ports on the Mediterra- 
nean. 

2) A 100-kilometre road be- 
tween North Shouneh and 
Sooth Shouneh at an approxi- 
mate cost of $102 million. 
However, it is still under 
discussion whether to go for 
widening the present road to 
a four-lane highway dr to 
build a new highway, to the 
east of the present road, 
away from agricultural areas. 
Such a highly would be a 
regional road, linking the 
countries north of Jordan to 
the countries south of the 
Kingdom, and would be dose 
to foe agricultural areas. 

3) A 20-kilometre road be- 
tween Kafr Houda mid A1 
Ghor Uniting Amm an -Salt- A1 
Ghor-Prince. Mohammad 
Bridge. Such a road,' esti- 
mated to cost about $30 mit' 
Hon, would lead to Palesti- 
nian self-rule areas of Nahlns 
and foe north of foe West 
Bank. 

4) A 17-kilometre road that 
would stretch along foe coast 
of Aqaba at a cost of $26 
million. This road would link 
foe southern shore, near foe 
border with Saadi Arabia, 
with the dty of Aqaba to 
separate the cargo shipping in 
foe port area from foe tour- 
ism activities. 

In addition to these road 
projects, foe ministry will 
present to the summit the 
following, four bridge and 
crossing projects: 

A) The King Abdallah 
Bridge and the road leading . 
to it for a total length of 10 
kilometres. TTiis project, esti- 
mated to cost about $14 mil- 
lion, would make the road 
horn Amman to Naour and 
towards foe bridge a four- 
lane highway carrying a spe- 
cial importance for linking 
Amman with Jerusalem. It is 
expected that this road/ 
bridge would further be a 
regional highway linking 
Egypt and North Africa with 
the eastern Arab World in 
addition to being the road 

, . that pilgrims would take to 
jvisit the holy sites in Jeru- 
salem. 

B) The King Hussein Bridge 
and the road leading to it — a 
total of eight kilometres. The 
$14 million, four-lane project 
aims at faqTitating passenger 
travel and cargo transporta- 
tion between Jordan and the 
Palestinian self-rule areas- 

C) The Prince Mohammad 
Bridge and the road leading 
to ' it — a total of six 
kilometres. This project 
would be a four-lane highway 
finking Jordan to foe Nablus 
mgkm at a cost of 511 mil- 
lion. 

D) The Jordan Valley/Sheikh 
Hussein crossing which links 
Jordan with northern Israel. 
This three-kflometre, $9 mil- 
lion road/bridge/borde r post 
project would be com- 
plementary to the South 
Shouneh-North Shouneh 
highway that will fink the 
Mediterranean ports to Jor- 
dau and foe neighbouring 
countries (A1 Ra’i). 

3^ J ' , 

* ** the SALARIES of 
em Ployees in the civil service 
land foe military will be in- 
’["creased by JD 10 per month 
5 5 £r ?. ra Way 1996. The increase 
r ^jT *? 11 benefit 342,000 em- 
ployees and will cost the 
«-i about JD 33 million. 

thi> u iii^ N ° ckdaon has been reached 
... .i»s pntfl now on raising foe salar- 

165 'Of retired rivfl servants 
and military personnel. 

(A! Dustour). 
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U.S. envoy to Jordan predicts 
Mideast bank now, details later 


By Jack Redden 
Reuter 

AMMAN — The U.S. 
ambassador to Jordan said 
Monday a Middle East de- 
velopment bank would be 
announced at an economic 
summit this month but con- 
ceded many details remain to 
be settled before it will oper- 
ate. 

"There have certainly been 
differences of opinion but my 
understanding as of today is 
that there will be a positive 
announcement with respect 
to foe bank at foe summit at 
foe end of the month," Wes- 
ley Egan told reporters. 

Mr. Egan described him- 
self as a “salesman for the 
Amman economic sumnrit,’’ 
which is to attract govern- 
ment and business leaders for 
a meeting in Jordan on busi- 
ness opportunities in foe 
' Middle East and North Afri- 
ca from Oct. 29 to 31. 

“It’s not an institution that 
comes into being foe next 
day. It’s an institution that 
will have to be capitalised, at 
least to about SI .25 billion, 
and it’s going to be a process 
whereby at least a certain 
number of subscribers will 
'have to become formal mem- 
bers of foe bank.” 

‘That is a process that will 
take some time it conld take 
anywhere from 12 to 24 
months,” he told a briefing. 


The bank has been a focus 
of deep differences in a year 
of discussion involving more 
than 40 countries. 

The bank is most strongly 
supported by the United 
States and governments 
directly involved m Israeli- 
Arab peace talks — Egypt, 
Jordan, Israel and tne 
Palestinians. 

Europeans have been 
largely sceptical of the need 
for another development 
bank, suggesting instead an 
intermediary body to access 
existing funding for suitable 
projects. 

Arab Gulf states also have 
been critical of the bank, 
which they would probably 
be asked to help fund. They 
fear it would help Israel's 
economic penetration of foe 
region before there is a full 
peace settlement. Syria and 
Lebanon are boycotting the 
summit. 

The bank is projected to 
have a capital of S3 billion, 
one quarter paid in. Mr. 
Egan said there was no deci- 
sion on details of the capita- 
lisation, bat he expressed 
confidence President Bill 
Clinton could persuade Con- 
gress to approve foe U.S. 
portion. 

Despite continuing differ- 
ence^— Mr. Clinton called 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl last week to seek his 
support for the bank — Mr. 


In hi a p w afl on ahh 

Cairo Amman Bank 

US. DwBar in Ineenuttfenal MiHufa 


Financial 

Markets 


Currency 

Sew yosfc 
Close 
1111 0/9 

Tokyo 
Cta se 

bm *16/10/9S 

Stttibe Ptamd 0 

1J140 

.1.5761" 

Denbdtc Mark 

1M6S 

1 .4229 

Swbe franc 

7.7545 

1.1490 •• 

French Franc 

4 f 9it0 

4.147Z** 

JspNimc Yen 

100.97 

100.65 

European Camay M 

7.Z9ZI 

1.1954** 


Currency 

I MTH 

3 MTBS 

6 MTBS 

a MTHS 

U-S- Defer 

5-56 

5.62 

5.56 

5.56 

S[crfM|> Found 

6.S0 

6.56 

6.56 

6.62 

DasMcb* Mark 

3.87 


5.17 

3.87 

Swiu Franc 

1.93 

2.06 

2.06 

2.06 

French Franc 

_ 5.68 

5, 61 

5.62 

5.62 

Japanese. Yen 



0.12 

0.78 

European Currency UnU 

5.56 

5.56 


5.56 


IiwMi W ndw tor i 


** ixKAf U-S- Mart iaum «r tqtfnknl. 


16/10/199$ 


Mcial 

USIVOz 

| JD/Gm* 

M*<al 

DSIWi 

JWGm 

Gold 

384.75 

7.50 

Silver 

5.19 

0.100 


of l»UUn 


16/10/1995 


Carrcacy 

Bid 

Offer 

U-5. Dollar | 

0.7120 

0.7740 

StarBos Pomd 

7. 1270. 

7.7266. 

DausdK Mark 

0.5000 

0.5025 

Swhi Franc 

0.6182 

0.62 15 

French Franc 

0-7431 . 

0.7045' 

Japanese Yea 0 

0.7070 

0.7705 

DuiCft Gadder 

0.4466 

0.44*6 

Swedish Krona 



lb£aa 1*4° 

0.0445 

0.0*41 _ 

Belgian franc 

MMH 


* Pit » 

Other CamncNc fete: 76/70/7995 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Babrann Dinar 

7.1720 

1 .6660 

Lebanese Lira* 

0 . 043645 

0.044410- 

SauB Riyal 

0.7695 

0.7970 

KawalQ Dinar 

7.3030 

2.3670 

Qatari Riyal 

0.7944 

0.1956 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2760 

Oamn Wyal 

1.6430 

7.1500 

UAE Dirham 

0.1933 

0.7943 

Greek Drachma* 

- AJM 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against foe 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and. 
bullion markets Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 


1.3398/06 

1.4234/44 

1.5934/44 

1.1512/22 

29.26/30 

4.9484/34 

1599.4/0.9 

100.48/58 

6.9530/30 

6.2510/60 

5.5162/26 

1.4252/62 

0.7560/65 

7.7305/15 


One sterling $1.5738/48 
One ounce of gold S384.00/3S4.50 


Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish owns 
Singapore (loiters 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


Egan said there were enough 
backers around foe world 
now to announce the bank. 

"There are some Euro- 
peans,; there are some other 
Group of Seven states. But I 
don't have a score card. I 
don’t have a list of who in- 
tends to sign on foe first day, 
and who will wait, and who 
will never sign,” Mr. Egan 
said. 

‘The others are going to 
have to wrestle with their 
own political decision on foe 
one hand and the actual 
financial decision on the 
other hand,” he said. 

Mr. Egan said foe precise 
announcement on foe bank 
was being discussed by the 
countries that have been de- 


bating it since foe idea was 
floatnl at the Amman sum- 
mit's predecessor, foe Casab- 
lanca economic summit a 
year ago. 

Debate was also continuing 
on establishing the intermedi- 
ate body the European Un- 
ion proposed, the U.S. envoy 
said. Jordan has become a 
proponent, especially since 
the headquarters of the prop- 
osed bank appears destined 
for Cairo. 

”1 am actually very confi- 
dent that when the Amman 
economic summit convenes 
foe way in which these issues 
are handled at that summit 
will be satisfactory to each 
and every one of the major 
participants,” Mr. Egan said. 


Arab states urged to 
cooperate on alu minium 


DUBAI (R) — Arab Gulf 
states should pool their re- 
sources for the expansion of 
foe region’s two aluminium 
smelters rather than set up a 
string of proposed new 
plants, an official of one of 
foe smelters said Saturday. 

T am convinced that foe 
way forward is to expand 
capacity by building on foe 
experience and infrastructure 
of existing smelters,” Abdul 
Karim Salimi, deputy chief 
executive of the Middle 
East's largest smelter — Alu- 
minium Bahrain (ALBA) — 
told an Arab aluminium con- 
ference in Dubai. 

“It makes sound economic 
sense to increase existing 
capacity in Bahrain and 
Dnbai at a much lower cost 
than a greenfield (new) de- 
velopment and with the 
advantage of economies of 
scale,” he said. 

“The other GCC member 
states could invest in the ex- 
pansion projects by becoming 
etjiiit^ partners,” Mr. Salimi 

The Gulfs two smelters — 
Dubai Aluminium (DUBAL) 
in the UAE and ALBA — 
currently produce a total of 
over 700,00 tonnes. Expan- 
sion projects already under- 
way will bring combined 
annual production up to 
almost 870,000 tonnes by ear- 
ly 1997. 

Plans to establish new alu- 
minium smelters, represent- 
ing around a million tonnes 
of potential new capacity, 
have been proposed for 
Qatar, Sandi Arabia, Kuwait 
and Umm AJ Qnwaine in foe 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). But none has mater- 
ialised. 

. And industry analysts do 
not see them being set up in 
foe short term. “I would be 


surprised if any greenfield' 
plans in foe Gulf see the light 
of day in the decade or ever," 
a London-based minerals 
analyst said. 

“And I wouldn't be sur- 
prised to see more expansion 
(of foe current shelters! with- 
in the decade,” he added. 

The Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states, which 
are working towards an eco- 
nomic bloc, are Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, the UAE, 
Bahrain, Qatar and Oman. 

Mr. Salimi said these states 
should jointly develop their 
downstream aluminium in- 
dustries. "There is no reason 
why our aluminium industry 
cannot become virtually self- 
sufficient in raw materials, by 
adopting a policy of upstream 
integration.” 

He said foe findings of an 
ALBA study into a project to 
produce in Bahrain 300,000- 
450,000 tonnes per year of 
calcined coke from ""green 
coke” — a petroleum by- 
product, which would be sup- 
plied from Kuwait was en- 
couraging. 

“It is a very viable project 
but we are not doing anything 
about It at foe moment be- 
cause it requires the commit- 
ment from Kuwait," Mr. 
Salimi said, adding ALBA’s 
coke needs were currently 
met with imports from foe 
United States. 

Saudi Arabia's bauxite re- 
serves could provide a local 
source of alumina, which 
along with Qatar’s natural 
gas resources — the third 
largest in the world — would 
gjve ‘"the foundations of an 
integrated aluminium indsut- 
ry,” he said. 

But analysts cautioned that 
integration of foe industry 
was some way off. 


Jordanian companies hope to 
cash in on Amman conference 


AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan’s 
newly liberalised private sec- 
tor is hoping to cash in on a 
regional economic develop- 
ment conference bringing 
people from 30 countries to 
Amman at the end of this 
month. Jordanian firms hope 
foe Middle East and North 
African economic conference 
will attract foreign invest- 
ment into foe country and 
have put up 136 projects, 
each costing between SI and 
$5 million, hoping to find 
takers. 

The Jordanian private sec- 
tor, which accounts for about 
40 per cent of the country's 
economic activity, has been 
given new freedom to de- 
velop under a government 
liberalisation programme. In 
the past few months, the gov- 
ernment has embarked on a 
privatisation programme, 
notably selling off hotels, and 
introduced new incentives 
designed to make investment 
easier and allow foreigners to 
repatriate their money. 


“We have to convince foe 
participants of foe serious- 
ness of our projects and their 
profitability,” said Tbabet 
Taher, chairman of the pri- 
vate sector committee 
charged with making foe pre- 
parations. 

At least T.OOO business 
people from foe 30 countries, 
including Israel, will attend 
foe conference, which takes 
place from Oct. 29-31. 

Syria and Lebanon, which 
have failed to agree peace 
with Israel, are to boycott foe 
conference but many other 
Arab nations, including the 
wealthy Gulf monarchies will 
attend. 

Learning their lesson from 
the Casablanca economic 
summit in October 1994, 
which concentrated on poli- 
tics, foe organisers have 
vowed to foots on malting 
this conference a contact 
point for decision-makers 
and business leaders. 

Their main aim is to en- 
courage partnerships be- 


tween international investors 
and firms that will produce 
concrete results. 

While foe 27 governmental 
projects to be presented to 
foe conference, at a total cost 
of S3.343 billion, are mainly 
concerned with infrastructure 
work, foe private sector has 
concentrated on light indus- 
try, tourism and trade. 

Mr. Taber said three 
criteria have guided the 
choice of private sector pro- 
jects: The possibility of creat- 
ing partnership with fore- 
igners, transfer of technology 
to Jordan, and foe chance of 
opening markets to Jorda- 
nian products. 

Mr. Taher has welcomed 
the government’s commit- 
ment to make a speedy tran- 
sition to a market economy 
and has called on the state to 
minimise its intervention in 
business. 

Jordanian business leaders, 
with a few exceptions, are in 
favour of foe country hosting 
foe conference. 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

dn Um (Jthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, . 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas i 

Fumished/unfumlshed for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel:. 81 0605, 810609, 810520 


•_ A SECURE] 

Hotel 
Swelflyeh 



7 \(24een4, 


LO.TELl 
'SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


[All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O, TEL 

Laia.’fl 

lajJf tf jl u u; AaSjLfl 

IS83944 - 816690 


Cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE’ 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO HAK 


Professional QusStyJin 
1 Hour Service / 

Develop your cokW film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phmtm 
Sfet 30% 

%yANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 


1 Deluxe Villas 
\8lAppartments 
| in Amman 

«Mnj t 20 x 30 am _ 

for farther details please cal 

BM^^Pbonc^WG ** 

Swefieh tel: 823891 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR 


RENTACAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeiscini 
Tel 693399 



CKOWN HOT' 




AVIS RENTACAR 


RENT A PHONE 

when vou pick, 
up vour 


.<s>. 




\\ c I ry luink-i 


Tel. 699420 


For Rent 


wum 

HESS BOOM 

micouti 

TEL 758180 
sales oFncs 605843*690187 
RAM O & TV STATION HP. 

% wAMmbUAvma* 


1 

P - # 1 



KSEHWAN MR8KN1 1 

- . 


OflNEK RESTAtUtANT 1 

MING-SHING 



Chinese Restaurant 


■ r.^i — 

, The Best Cooking. 


1 nl 1 ***■ 

Best Service, 


| OtmUJC-UOA&ev.um^r 1 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 


Deir Ghbar - American 


Mi s*wy i* 

Embassy Str. near Baytuns 


jgS AMaD.SlMf 

Housing Estate 


Um UhahBh CommreU Cmttm 

Open from: f 


T«L 181174 

k 12 noon - 300 pJife . 


£mt lasted MunysUM^ 

1 - 11:30 pJTL ' 

1 



^Deluxe Furnished J 
Sand Unfurnished g 

Is q| 

£ Villas apartments 1 

land office Space : 

tc 1 

0T0 Suitall Budgets 

u_ 1 

681113 688816 

For Rent -For Rent 



Quality Furnished Suites 

"One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 



flofxcuteo&a 
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' Teppanyoki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


n0 £ 70 H For Res. 812997- 8141 18 
by^b I tL Mrxca SI. Daoud Center 


NOUkOZ 


* European 8t*ak» & CNckmn 
•Mkkito Eastern GriBa: 

* Ptzza & Snacks 
‘Hamburgers 
' Mazra, Salads 
•Argeta 

Tel: 642830 

.laMiAm m®v,3*Circto 
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Late goal keeps alive Arab hopes 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
A late goal gave Egypt’s 
Ismailia a narrow 1-0 win 
over ASEC Abidjan in an 
African Championships’ Cup 
semifinal first leg tie at the 
weekend to boost hopes of 
m aintaini ng the Arab strang- 
lehold on the comped non. 

Mohamed Abou Greisha’s 
88th-minute goal means 
Ismailia will travel to the 
Ivory Coast in a fortnight 
with a slender lead over the 
tournament favourites. 

The goal also increases 


chances of Afro-Arab teams 
keeping up their 11-year 
dominance on the tourna- 
ment. 

Ismailia are the only team 
from Arabic-speaking North 
Africa still in the competi- 
tion, which clubs from sub- 
Saharan Africa last won in 
1983. 

Only teams from Algeria, 
Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia 
have won the continent's top 
club prize since then but their 
reign is under severe threat 
this season. 


In the other semifinal, 
Orlando Pirates of South 
Africa beat Express of Ugan- 
da 1-0 but squandered several 
gilt-edged opportunities for a 
bigger margin of victory. 

Jerry Skosana scored the 
only goal seven minutes into 
the second half. 

Algerian international 
.veteran. Djarael Menad 
scored what could prove a 
vital away goal from JS Kaby- 
lie in their 2-1 defeat by 
Blackpool in Zimbabwe in 
the African. Cup Winners' 


Cup. 

Nigeria’s Julius Berger 
forced a goalless draw away 
to Maxaquene of Mozambi- 
que in the other Cup Win- 
ners' Cup semifinal first leg. 

In the Confederation of 
African Football (CAF) Cup, 
Congo's Inter Club kept up 
their bizarre record of home 
defeats. 

They were beaten 1-0 by 
Kaloum Stars of Guinea in 
Brazzaville on Sunday, their 
third home defeat in this 
tournament. 


But after a series of unpre- 
dictable away performances, 
including the scalp of defend- 
ing champions Bendel Insur- 
ance of Nigeria, the Con- 
golese cannot be written off. 

Kaloum's Guinean interna- 
tional midfielder Abdoul 
Karim Sylia scored the only 
goal of the game eight mi- 
nutes from tune. 

A penalty by Cicero 
Baroucha gave Etoile Sahel a 
slender 1-0 advantage over 
Tanzania's Malinid in their 
CAF Cup semifinal first leg. 


Majoli, Sabatini jump in rankings 


Iva Majoli 


Gabriela Sabatini 

MIAMI, Florida (AF?) — 
Croatia’s Iva Majoli leaped 
into the top 10 of the World 
Tennis Association (WTA) 
rankings by winning her 
second title in a row while 
Gabriela Sabatini jumped 
into the top five despite los- 
ing in the final. 

Majoli beat the Argentine 
veteran 6-4, 7-6 (7/4) in the 


final Sunday at Filderstadt, 
Germany. 

Majoli moved from 11th to 
ninth, passing Lindsay 
Davenport and Anke Huber, 
while Sabatini rose from 
seventh to fifth, passing 
Kimiko Date and Jana 
Novotna. 

Steffi Graf and Monica 
Seles remain co-number ones 


with Arantxa Sanchez Vic3r- 
io listed second under a spe- 
cial WTA ruling following 
the return of Seles after her 
1993 stabbing. 

Graf, questioned in a Ger- 
man tax investigation, plays 
her first event since the U.S. 
Open this week at Brighton, 
En glan d. 


Thai Farmers 
hunt for hat-trick in Asia 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — club titles with an emphatic 
Asian Club Championship 6-0 win over Valencia of the 


holders Thai Farmers kicked 
off their quest for an unpre- 
cedented hat-trick of Asian 


Maldives. 

Thai farmers, who enjoyed 
a first round bye, moved 


FOR RENT 
One bedroom flat. 
Two bedrooms flat. 
FURNISHED 

Tel: 619660, after 4:00 p.m. 


VACANCY 

TELEPHONIST/RECEPTIONIST 

A European embassy in Amman has a vacancy for 
a telephonist/receptionist. 

T ransport despatch duties are also involved. The 
opening is initially for a six-month period but may 
lead to the offer of a permanent position. 
Applicants should be fluent in English and Arabic 
and should have proven experience in a similar 
position. A good telephone manner and 
interpersonal skills are essential. 

Applications with C.V, included should 
be forwarded to THE MANAGEMENT 
OFFICER, P.O.Box 87, Amman. Please 
mark envelope Tel/Vac. 


ahead through Sing Totavee 
int he 15th minute of the 
game on Sunday, but saved 
their best for the second half, 
hampering five goals within 
the space of 36 minutes. 

Midfielder Worrawoot Sir- 
in aka started the goal scoring 
spree, finding the net in the 
50th minute and again 15 
minutes later. Sasom Pos- 
praseret and Sujja Sirikeat 
made the most of their 
chances before an encore 
from Sing in the 86th minute. 

the second leg in Male on 
. Nov. 11 would appear to be a 
formality for Thai Farmers, 
whose S500 per month play- 


Creators Of The 
Sizzling Fillet 


Exclusive yet 
affordable 

With Self & Nawfal 
Sweifiyeh 865944/ 


ers have mesmerised Asian 
football fans in the past two 
years with their skilful but 
uncompromising style. 

In other second round first 
leg action from the Asian 
Club Championships, In- 
donesia’s Pereib edged Paray 
from the Philippines 2-1 
Ehwa Chunma from Morea 
beat Malaysian champions 
Pahang 3-2 and Saudi Ara- 
bia’s A1 Nasr squeezed 
through 1-0 against Elimay. 
from Kazakhstan. 

3-League champions Ver- 
dy Kawasaki have already 
qualified for the centralised 
quarter-fina) tournament that 


Milan’s George Weah celebrates a goal against Juventus (Reuters photo) 

Juventus hit by double trouble 


■follows the second round 
thanks to both a 9-1 home 
win over Pakistan's Crescent 
Mills and the Asian Football 
Confederation's decision to 
cancel the second leg. 

In the Asian Cup Winners' 
Cup second round first leg, 
Tehran's Bahman pipped 
visitors Vostok from Kazakh- 
stan 1-0 in front of 20,000 
Ians at Azadi Stadium. 

In Thailand, home team 
Rajpracha held off a spirited 
challenge from Indonesia's 
Pftroltimia Putra to record a 
5-4 win, while A] Riad of 
Saudi Arabia beat Lebanon's 
Homentmen 2-0 in Tripoli. 


PARIS (AFP) — Juventus’ 
season ran into double trou- 
ble on Sunday as the Italian 
superclub lost its first league 
game of the season ... then 
saw two key players sidelined 
by injury. 

* Strikers Gianluca Vialli 
and Fabrizio Ravanelli both 
limped away from the 2-1 
defeat to aich-rivals AC 
Milan with muscle pulls and 
are major doubts for 
Wednesday’s European 
Champions League encoun- 
ter with Glasgow Rangers of 
Scotland. 

Milan, however, were not 
in the mood for commisera- 
tion on Sunday, consolidating 
their lead at ’the top of the 
Serie A after all but winning 
the game in the opening 
quarter-of-an-hour in front of 
83,000 fans. 

They shrugged off injuries 
to major names Dejan 
Savicevic and Roberto Bag- 
gio — Demetrio Albertini 
was also missing through sus- 
pension — to take the lead 
after just six minutes when 
Marco Simone fired home a 
free-kick into the right corner 
for his first strike of the sea- 


Then Liberation Georjge 
Weah, the former Paris Saint 
Germain striker, skipped his 
way through the middle of 
the defence after being put 
away by Simone to nudge the 
-ball home after 14 minutes. 

Alessandro del Piero’s 81st 
minute goal was scam con- 
solation for the visitors, who 
slipped back to sixth in the 
table on U points, four adrift 
of the leaders. 

Parma went into second 
place on 13 after a 1-0 home 
success over Udmese, Ales- 
sandro Melli scoring the only 
goal after 76 minutes, while 


third-place Lazio had little 
problem with bottom club 
Padova, dispatching them 2-0 
with two goals in the final 17 
minutes. 

In Germany. Bayern 
Munich were left as bruised 
as Juventus after suffering 
their second consecutive de- 
feat in the Bundesliga. 

Franz Beckenbauer's men, 
who had begun the. season 
with seven victories in succes- 
.sion. this time went down 2-1 
at home to Borussia 
Moechengladbach, German 
international Stefan Effen- 
berg scoring after 20 minutes 
and Austrian midfielder 
Andreas Herzog putting 
through his own net in the 
81st minute. 

Unhappy French striker 
Jcan-Pierre Papin, told re- 
cently by Beckenbauer to 
stop acting like a whining 
child, scored a consolation 
goal for Bayem in injury 
time. 

Reigning champions 
Borussia Dortmund, who cut 
Bayern’s lead from four to 
three points, drew 2-2 with 
Werder Bremen, the team 
they pipped for the league 
title in the final match of last 
season. 

If Juventus and Bayern 
were looking for a role mod- 
el, they should have looked 
across the Dutch border at 
Ajax. 

Not only are they leading 
their league with a 100 per 
cent record of nine wins out 
of nine. They also have yet to 


concede a goal in 13!£ hours 
of football. 

This time they beat Twente 
'-.Enschede 3-0/ with winger 
Marc Overmars. Holland’s 
midweek hat-trick hero, scor- 
ing twice after Finland's Jari 
Litmanen netted the opener 
in the 24th minute. Ajax now 
lead the Dutch pack by five 
points, with PSV Eindhoven 
in second after a 4-0 win over 
Waalwijk. 

* Spanish league leaders 
Atletico Madrid beat midt- 
able Deportivo La Coruna 
1-0 to retain their advantage 
but Johan Cruyff's Barcelona 
'made sure the pressure 
stayed on the capital dub 
with a 4-1 victory over Athle- 
tic Bilbao. 

Barcelona's city rivals 
Espanol also- sparkled, win- 
ning 3-0 at Sevilla to stay 
third, a point behind their 
illustrious neighbours. 

Meanwhile, in France un- 
fashionable Metz - retained 
their unbeaten status to stay 
three points clear with a 2-0 
win over Bordeaux. 

Metz are not exactly flush 
with household names but 
Jocelyn Blanchard deserves 
to become one after scoring a 
goal in each half, the second 
a 25-metre thunderbolt. 

Title favourites Paris Saint 
Germain, in contrast stuffed 
full of stars, could only draw 
0-0 with 10-man Lyon. 
Lyon's skipper and goalkeep- 
er Pascal Olmeta was dismis- 
sed after 21 minutes for floor- 
ing PSG striker Patrice Loko 
with a wild tackle outside his 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
A TANtyAH HR5CH 

ClBMTttwhMdto Santonins.’ 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Real Madrid continue their recovery 


Q. 1 - Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


Q* 4 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 


MADRID (R) — Real Mad- 
rid continued their recovery 
on Sunday, battling out a 2-0 
win away to lowly Salaman- 
ca, despite having midfielder 
Luis Milla sent off a minute 
before halftime. 

Reigning champions Real 
are leaving behind their worst 
start to a season in living 
memory. 

Chilean spearhead Ivan 
Zamdrano shot them ahead 
after just 12 minutes, but 
they were reduced to 10 men 
when Milla was shown a 


second yellow card for a de- 
liberate handball. 

Salamanca pressed hard in 
the second half, but Emilio 
Amavisca wrapped up the 
three points for Real with a 
precise chip 16 minutes from 
the end. 

The win lifted Real up to 
11th position, 11 points be- 
hind leaders Atletico Madrid, 
who beat Deportivo Coruna 
1-0 at home on Saturday. 

In second place, two points 
behind Atletico, come Barce- 


lona, whose youngsters 
thrashed Athletic Bilbao 4- 
1, also on Saturday. 

In third place are Esparto], 
who triumphed 3-0 away to 
Sevilla, provoking the sack- 
ing of local Portuguese coach 
Toni Oliveira. 

The surprise on Sunday 
was provided by bottom dub 
Rayo Vallecano. They sack- 
ed coach Pedro Zabalza on 
Wednesday and are lining up 
former Real Madrid midfiel- 
der Uli Stielike. 


4AQ87S2 OA 10 0AQB4 +7 *6 OQJ783 CJ8703 *A9 

Partner opena tie bidding one 


The bidding has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
I * DU 9 * Pom 
7 

What action do you take? 


heart. What do you respond? 

Q. S - Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

♦Q9874 T7KQJ OKJ872 *Void 


Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, an South The bidding hae proceeded: 
J"""* „„ SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

*AJ3S 08 7 83 OKB8 ASS j a Pam 2a PteM 

Partner opens the bidding with me 7 
dob. What do you respond? What action do you take? 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South Q. S - Both vulnerable, aa South 

you hold; you hold: 

«A782 UAJ853 OQ9 *Q 8 *AQ9B2 C6D OAB *10884 

S* progg ffkd : The bidding has proceeded: 

S?” ? ORTH E* 8 * NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1C Pom So Pam lo Pam 1* Pam 

? 2 4 Pam 7 

What do you bid now? What do you bid now? 


CINEMA TEL6341 

PHILADELPHIA 


TEL-634144 CINEMA 


TEL 699238 CINEMA 


TEL 677420, 


PLAZA 


Jean Reno, 

Natalie Portman Charles Bronson 

& Gary Oldman... in in 

Leon Death Wish “5 

“The Professional” Shows : 1 230. 330. 5:00, 630, 830, 1030 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




CONCORD 

CONCORD “1 " 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2" 

Arnold Schwartzeneger..in 

Conan The Barbarian 

Shows: 3:30. 6, 8:15, 10:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
* Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

Presents 

“Peace OH Peace" 

in English every Saturday 

Show starts at 8;30 p.m. 
For reservation call 6*25155 
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Eubank announces retirement 


LONDON (R) — Former 
World Boxing Organisation 
(WBO) Super-midcfleweight 
champion Chris Eubank 
announced on Monday that 
he was auitting the sport. 

Eubank's announcement 
came the day after the death 
of fellow Bnton James Mur- 
ray who collapsed at the end 
of a title fight in Glasgow on 
Friday and never regained 

consciousness. 

Eubank himself was in- 
volved in a tragic incident 
four years ago when his oppo- 
nent in a WBO fight, Michael 
Watson, collapsed into a 
coma after losing the bout. 

Watson, also British, had 
two operations to remove 
blood dots from the brain. 
He survived but remains 
wheelchair-bound . 

Eubank, 29, lost his WBO 
title to Irishman Steve Collins 
in March. -Coffins' beat him 
again in a rematch last 
month. 

“The result of my recent 
contest with Collins has 
caused me to look at the 
various options now available 
to me and to seek the advice 
and guidance of my friends 
and advisors," Eubank said 
on Monday. 

“My almost continuous 
fight schedule and the diffi- 
. cutties I have had making the 
weight have all taken their 
toll and 1 really need a long 
rest.” 

Eubank, an outspoken 
showman whose posturing 
and posing in the ring often 
irritated his opponents, has 
frequently said he disliked 
foxing and remained in the 
sport only to make a living. 

He said he now planned to 
go into business ana had been 
invited to make television 
and radio appearances. 



Chris Eubank 


Lassigny wins Rothmans by a half length 


TORONTO (AP) — Lassig- 
ny, forced to circle the field 
after a weak start, received a 


strong ride in die stretch from 
Pat Day to win the $1 million 
Rothmans International by a 
half length at Woodbine race- 
. course. 

“I actually thought we 
were out of range to win h at 
one point," trainer Bill Mott 
said. “He got off a step slow 
and I was concerned about 
that. He only had a couple 
horses beat at one time. ' 

But at the top of the stretch 
■Sunday, Lassigny surged into 
contention, then duelled 


Mecke the test of the way in 
die 2. 4- kilometre turf race 
for 3-year-olds and up. 

“We still fed good about 
this horse and he ran well 
today," said Mott, who also 
trains undefeated Cigar. 

Lassigny, a son of Gone 
West and owned by Sultan 
Mohammed A1 Kabeer of 
Saudi Arabia, earned 
$653,250 from the record 
purse of $1,088,750. That 
raised his lifetime earnings to 
$906,648 from six wins, a 
second and three thirds in 17 
lifetime starts. 

“We didn't get away from 


the gate quite as well as I 
thought we would," Day 
said. “He kind of hopped..', 
but he settled in comfortably 
and kind of got his bearings. 

“He finished up quite 
strong. But, I’ll tell you, run- 
ning into the headwind was a 
bit of a challenge for him. It 
was a marvellous effort.” 

Lassigny, who has also run 
in France. Florida, New 
York, Maryland. Chicago 
and Kentucky, went off at 7-1 
odds of before an estimated 
crowd of 15,000 on a day of 
sun, wind, menacing clouds 
and driving ram. 


He finished in 2:29 4-5 and 
returned $17.40, $8.10 and 
$6.60. Mecke, ridden by Jer- 
ry Bailey and also a 7-1 
•choice, paid $8.10 and $7.30. 
Hasten to Add, sent off at 
18-1 under Corey Nakatani, 
showed at $11.40. 

The 58th running of the 
race attracted a 15-horse field 
— six from the United States, 
five from Canada and two 
each from France and Bri- 
tain. 

Talloires was fourth, fol- 
lowed by Boyce, Commoner, 
Volochine, Jet Freighter. 
Alywow, Next Endeavor, 


Born Wild, Charlie's Dewan, 
Mt. Sassafras, Presenting and 
Poliglote. 

Presenting, the 3-1 
favourite, was Never a Fac- 
tor, nor was Poliglote, the 5-1 
second choice, Alywow, the 
only filly in the race, ran as 
an entry with Charlie's De- 
wan. 

In an earlier feature, Irish- 
bred Timarida won the 
$355,200 E.P. Taylor Stakes, 
a 2-kilometre turf race for 
fillies and mares 3 years old 
and up. The winner, owned 
by the Aga Khan, was timed 
in 2:03 3-5. 


BERLIN (AP) — One of 
tennis star Steffi Grafs main 
sponsors, the General 
Motors subsidiary Opel, can- 
celled a lucrative contract 
Monday because of the scan- 
dal that has put Grafs father 
in jail on suspicion of tax' 
evasion. 

' It was the first such setback 
since mid-summer when tax 
authorities began investigat- 
ing the 26-year-old‘Graf, who 
as one of Germany's best- 
known figures had been avid- 
ly sought for endorsements 
and sponsorships. 

Opel said it still had full 
confidence in Grafs personal 
integrity but it would cancel 
at the end of this year a 
contract that gave the world's 
top woman tennis player 1.7 
million marks ($1.2 million) a 
year. 

Graf, who decided on short 
notice to play this week in 
Britain in the Brighton 
Tournament, has been ques- 
tioned by prosecutors but 
does not face immediate 
arrest, prosecutors said last 


Tax affair costs Graf lucrative Opel contract 


Filipino boxer dies after three days in coma 


MANILA (AFP) — Filipino 
flyweight Roger Espeidli has 
died after sustaining massive 
brain injuries' in a profession- 
al bout here, being pro- 
nounced dead on the same 
day as Scottish fighter James 
Murray in Glasgbw. 

Espenili , 19, complained of 


urban Manila late Thursday 
and was rushed to a nearby 


dizziness after losing a 10- 
round, non-title bout in sub- 
irsday, 
learby 

hospital after be collapsed, 
Liza Elorde, an official at the 
fight venue told AFP. 

On Sunday, doctors pro- 
nounced him dead due to a 


massive brain haemorrhage. 
Horde said. _ 

Murray, 25. had under- 
gone a two-hour operation to 
remove a blood dot from his 
brain after being knocked un- 
conscious' by fellow Scotsman 
Drew Docherty in their Brit- 


ish bantamweight cham- 
pionship bout on Friday 
night. 

Murray was “clinically 
dead” on Saturday night, but 
was not finally pronounced 
dead until after final tests on 
Sunday. 


Kong views Olympics as tough prospect 


NIMES, France (AFP) — 
China’s World Cup winner 
Kong linghui made it dear 
be would have a tougher time 
at next year's Olympics than 
he had in winning the world 
championships on home soil 
in May. 

Kong, who won the men’s 
singles World Cup here on 
Sunday to add to the world 
title he won in Tianjin, said: 
“The Chinese spectators do 
an incredible amount for the 
players. Even in Ghina I did 
not expect to win, but the 
spectators really got behind 
U.S. 

“It will be much tougher 
for die Chinese to win in 
Atlanta.” 

Should Kong, who beat 
Germany's 1992 European 
champion Jorg Rosskopf 18- 
21, 24-22, 22-20, 21-14 to 
earn the $33,000 top prize 
here, win in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, he would complete an 
unprecedented treble. 

He would become the hol- 
der of the world, Olympic 
and World Cup titles at the 


same time. 

While Kong celebrated, 
world number six Rosskopf, 
who won the European Mas- 
ters Cup in Germany last 
month, had to be content 
with the $17,000 runners-up 
prize. 

Kong, quick on his feet and 
with a powerful righthanded 
attacking game, showed 
tenacity in tight situations 
throughout the match 

Hie 1994 Asian champion 
could quite easily have lost 
3-0, a fact not overlooked by 
Rosskopf after the match. 

“I had a good chance to 
win the match 3-0, so I'm not 
very happy at the moment. 
But when I wake up tomor- 
row morning, I think I will be 
very happy with my second 
place,” Rosskopf said. 

Lefthander Rosskopf, 26, 
never trailed in the first 
game. Rosskopf raced to an 
18-12 lead ana convened the 
game 21-18 when Kong over- 
hit a forehand. 

Rosskopf, however. 


known for a lightning fast 
backhand, good physiol fit- 
ness and steady nerves, mis- 
sed a chance to grab an in- 
valuable 2-0 lead. 

European Masters Cup 
champion Rosskopf led 21-20 
and 22-21, but on each occa- 
sion he was let down by his 
forehand as he netted twice. 

Yet another forehand error 
by Rosskopf on the receive of 
service brought Kong the 
game 24-22 to level at 1-1. 

Disaster struck Rosskopf 
in the third game as his fore- 
hand again let him down. 
Rosskopf led 20-14, but then 
lost eight consecutive points 

— five from forehand errors, 
two from backhand errors 
and a Kong forehand winner 

— to lose the set 22-20. 

Rosskopfs also squan- 
dered the advantage of five 
consecutive services from his 
20-15 lead. 

Rosskopfs head dropped 
in the fourth set. A missed 
forehand on Kong's first 
match point brought the 


Chinaman the set at 21-14 for 
a 3-1 win' in 48 minutes. 

China have now won the 
title nine times in the 16-year 
history of this 16-man invita- 
tion event — the most presti- 
gious annual tournament in 
the sport as the world cham- 
pionships are every two years 
and the Olympics are every 
four years. 

Guo Yuehua won in 1980 
and 1982, Jiang Jialiang won 
in 1984, Chen Xinhua, who 
now plays for England, won 
for China in 1985, Chen 
Longcan won a year later, 
and Teng Yi won in 1987. 

Then Ma Wenge won m 
both 1989 and 1992. 

China's Liu Guoliang ear- 
lier on Sunday took third 
place. 

Liu, the world runner-up, 
beat France’s defending 
champion Jean- Philippe Ga- 
tien 22-20, 17-21, 21-18, 27- 
21, 21-18, to earn $13,000 
end a place on the podium, 
Gatien, the 1993 world cham- 
pion, earned $9,000. 


PARIS (R) — The names of 
AC Milan, Bayern Munich 
and Liverpool are written 
large in the history of Euro- 
pean soccer. 

Those of Strasbourg, Raith 
Rovers and Brondby — their 
respective rivals in Tuesday’s 
UEFA Cup second round, 
first leg matches — barely 
make a footnote. 

But the three giants of the 
game, all European cham- 
pions at least three times 
each, would be unwise to 
view their trips to Alsace, 
Scotland and Denmark mere- 
ly as smaller stages on which 
to parade their vast talents. 

Pride rarely precedes any- 
thing other than a fall as 
Milan’s neighbours Interna- 
tionale discovered to their 
cost in the first round against 
Swiss minnows Lurano and as 
Manchester United found out 
against little-fancied Russians 
Rotor Volgograd. 

Strasbourg, who reached 
the UEFA Cup by the back 
door of the Intertoto Summer 
Cup, may be quaking in their 
boots at the thought of play- 
ing host to mighty Milan but 
Jey are putting on a show of 
bravado anyway. 

Trainer Jacky Dugueper- 
onx said: “People must stop 
faking about this match as if 
«'s a party. It’s not a party. 
It's a match like any other. 

“We must not be over- 
whelmed nor overawed. 
True, there’s no comparison 
between the two clubs. But 
I’m not being presumptuous 
when I say football is a game 


where great exploits can hap- 
pen.” 

Milan, coasting on top of 
the Italian league after Sun- 
day's 2-1 win over Juventus, 
are without two of their most 
celebrated forwards, Dejan 
Savicevie and Roberto Bag- 
gio 

Both are injured but their 
absence hardly leaves the Ita- 
lians a blunt force up front as 
Liberian George Weah and 
Marco Simone both showed 
with superb goals against 
Jnventus. 

Bayern Munich had a 
warning that there are few 
easy rides in the UEFA Cup 
when they lost at borne to 
Lokomotive Moscow in the 
first round before 
themselves together for a 
away win. 

Striker Juergen Klinsmann 
said the German league lead- 
ers would not take Raith 
Rovers lightly. “Every game 
in Europe is very difficult and 
we expect it will be like that 
in Edinburgh,” he said. 

Raith, recently promoted 
to the Scottish first division 
and in the UEFA competi- 
tion only as league cup win- 
ners, collapsed in defence on 
Saturday when they lost 4-2 
to Hearts. 

Manager Timmy Nicholl, 
the 38-year-old former Man- 
chester United player and ex- 
perienced Northern Ireland 
international, may be temp- 
ted to turn out himself for the 
second time this season to 
help quell the threat of Klins- 
mann and co. 


Liverpool are taking no 
chances before their visit to 
Brondby and have been fully 
briefed on their rivals by their 
Danish reserve keeper 
.Michael Stensgaard. 

Brondby have moved the 
match from their own 22,000- 
capacity ground to 
Copenhagen’s Parkson Sta- 
dium where 40,000 Danes 
will be cheering wildly for an 
upset. 

Two of the other biggest 
clubs in Europe — Barcelona 
and Benfica — receive visits 
from underdogs who plan to 
rattle the soccer establish- 


ment. 

The Catalans take on 
Vitoria Guhnaraes of Portug- 
al at the Nou Camp aim 
Benfica are at home to Dutch 
side Roda -JC Kerkrade. 

Probably the most attrac- 
tive pairing of the round pits 
Leeds United against PSV 
Eindhoven. 

The English side is hoping 
influential Scottish midfielder 
Gary McAllister will over- 
come an ankle injury so he 
can provide the supply of 
ammunition needed by Gha- 
naian striker Tony Yeboah. 



ACTION ALERT\ 



Tte AmematAnb AsfiOisiaBwatanCawnte 

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee / Regional Office for ME - Amman 
calls upon all peace loving members 
and organizations to pass their condemnation 
on U.S. Senator Bob Dole's new bill 
requiring the U.S.to move its 
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 

Please contact : 

President Bill Clinton 

White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.NW 
Washington, DC 20500 


Your Senator 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 


Ad Tech 



Steffi Graf 

week. 

She is, however, a suspect 
and could eventually be 
brought to trial. Her father, 
Peter Graf, has been under- 
arrest since August, accused 
of failing to report some 50 
million marks ($35.3 million) 
of her income. 

Her tax adviser, Joachim 


Eckardt, is also in custody. 

Opel’s supervisory board 
member Hans Wilhelm Gaeb 
had been one of Steffi Grafs 
main defenders as the tax 
scandal became known, but 
in recent weeks h became 
evident that he' Was unhappy 
at disclosures of how Grafs 
financial affairs had been 


managed by her father and 
others. 

Opel spokesman Karl 
Mauer said the company had 
made known to Graf that its 
deal with her would be en- 
dangered if there were no 
changes in her "’management 
environment." 

A statement issued by 


Opel headquarters in Rues- 
selsheim in southern Ger- 
many did not refer directly to 
the tax issue but said Opel 
had decided “in the current 
situation” not to extend the 
contract it had with Graf 
since 1985 when she was an 
emerging teenage star. 

Graf has said she left man- 
agement of her finances to 
her father, and reportedly 
had no knowledge of where 
her fortune — estimated at 
100 million marks ($70 mil- 
lion) in the German media — 
was invested. 

Despite the tax scandal and 
a back problem, Graf has had 
a great year in competition, 
winning three majors — the 
French Open, Wimbledon 
and the U.S. Open — since 
the tax authorities began 
probing her affairs. 

She was due to start play 
Wednesday in Brighton, her 
first competitive tennis since 
beating Monica Seles in the 
U.S. Open final five weeks 
ago. 

Der Spiegel news magazine 
reports in this week's issue 
that tax investigators ques- 
tioned Graf for the second 
time last Friday, focusing on 
whether she signed her tax 
returns. 

There have been media re- 
ports that an autograph 
machine was used to sign the 
returns.' If true, that could 
add falsification of a signa- 
ture to criminal charges that 
may be filed. 

Spiegel reported that 
Grafs tax return for 1993 
reported 2.7 million marks 
(Si .9 million) in income but 
left out income from three 
sponsorship deals worth a 
total of 5.5 million marks 
(S3.9 million). 


A personal video 
for every 
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Amman-Dubai 

Departs: Saturdays & Tuesdays at 19:15 

Arrives at 00:15 


Departs: Thursdays at 17:15 

Arrives at 00:15 

Dubai-Amman 

Departs: Saturdays & Tuesdays at 14:45 

Arrives at 18:15 


Departs: Thursdays at 14:45 

Arrives at 16:15 



Emirates 


THE FINEST IN THE SKY 

FOR RESERVATIONS OR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR EMIRATES ON 643341/7 








Tawarneh rejects 
fears of U.S. and 
Israeli control of 
Mideast economy 


By Sa’eda Kifani 
Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
Ambassador to tbe U.S. 
Fayez Tarawneh on Monday 
dismissed fears that die U.S. 
and Israel would inevitably 
have hegemony over the eco- 
nomies of tbe region and said 
that tbe Middle Hast and 
North Africa (MENA) con- 
ference's objective was to 
open the door for economic 
competitiveness. 

In a Worldlier dialogue on 
the Oct. 29-31 MENA con- 
ference, Dr. Tarawneh said 
that economic development, 
and not the proposed Middle 
East development bank, was 
MENA's central issue. 

Responding to questions 
from participants in Bonn, 
Tokyo, Madrid, Paris and 
' London who expressed fears 
of Israeli economic domina- 
tion and lamented at a lack of 
European support for the 
MENA gathering, Mr. 
Tarawneh stressed that the 
summit would be open for ah 
tiie countries of die region 
and others worldwide. 

' “We are opening the re- 
gion for economic develop- 
ment. We have no intention 
of giving any country any 
political leverage,” he said. 
“We would like to see 
American-European com- 
petitiveness.” 

Asked if Israel would 
dominate all regional pro- 
jects, Dr. Tarawneh said that 
“there will be regional pro- 
jects that might not involve ' 
Israel.” 

The U.S. under-secretary 
of state for economic, busi- 
ness and agricultural affairs, 
Joan Spero, emphasised that 
there was strong European- 
American cooperation, and 
ruled out Israeli ambitions to 
monopolise the region's eco- 
nomies. . 

J“We keep hearing com- 
ments that Israel will play a 
major role in the summit ... 
Israel can play a lot but they 
are very sensitive,” she said. 
“They don’t want to take the 
centre-stage. They’re in- 
terested in the development 
of the region as a whole.” 


Ms. Spero emphasised that 
there would be broad and 
effective participation at the 
summit from all countries. 
While Europeans’ show 
hesitation to participate 
m the establishment of the 
Middle East development 
bank, Ms. Spero insisted that 
there was no conflict between 
the U.S. and the European 
Union in this regard. 

“The European countries 
have not decided yet whether 
they will participate (in tbe 
bank) or not but there is no 
inherent conflict between tbe 
U.S. and Europe,” she raid. 
“We are working very closely 
with the Europeans. Tbe 
. Middle East is of importance 
to both of us.” 

Dr. Tarawneh denied there 
was competition between 
Jordan and Egypt over tbe 
venue of the bank and said 
other projects and activities- 
were to be launched in and 
from Jordan. 

“The venue was not the 
main issue, tbe main issue 
was the shape and structure 
of tbe bank,” he said. He 
added that there was lots of 
talk on the venue but that 
expert groups recommended 
to the summit that tbe bank 
be based in Cairo. 

“I don’t see political com- 
petition. There will be diffe- 
rent venues for different acti- 
vities,” he added. 

Ms. Spero insisted, howev- 
er, that the bank, which is 
expected to be based in 
Cairo, was not the summit’s 
main concern. 

“Business is tbe main 
issue,” she said. 

Ms. Spero as well as Dr. 
Tarawneh voiced optimism 
that the outcome of the sum- 
mit would be highly positive 
and said they expected effec- 
tive participation and con- 
tribution from governments 
as well as from financial in- 
stitutions and the private sec- 
tor in particular. 

Tm very optimistic,” Dr. 
Tarawneh said. “We are also 
looking forward to work 
closely with the Europeans to 
put the region on the right 
path for peace.” 


Paris says it will 
press Algeria 
for democracy 


PARIS (R) — France is to 
press Algeria to organise leg- 
islative and local polls follow- 
ing presidential elections set 
for Nov. 16, Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charctte said in an 
interview published on Mon- 
day. 

However, he insisted that 
Paris was not interfering in 
Algeria’s internal affairs and 
denied that coming talks be- 
tween French President Jac- 
ques Chirac and Algerian 
head of state Liamine 
Zeroual constituted endorse- 
ment of Mr. Zeroual’s can- 
didacy. 

France “is paying attention 
to the manner in which these 
(presidential) elections are 
being carried out, just as it 
will to the pursuit of the 
democratic process, to the 
organisation of legislative 
ana local elections meant to 
give a voice to the Algerian 
people,” Mr. De Charette 
told the French daily Le Pari- 
sien. 

France is walking a thin 
line in Algeria, under press- 
ure from Algiers to stand 
firm in its support and from 
the fundamentalists to cut all 
■ties to the government. 

. Militant fundamentalists 
opposed to French support 
for the authorities have 
claimed responsibility for a 
string of seven bombing 
attacks in France that have, 
killed seven people and 
wounded more than 140 since 
July. 

_ ■ The bombings have coin- 
cided with an escalation of 
civil violence in Algeria itself 
ahead of the presidential 
•poll. 

-Lionel Jospin, leader of 
France’s opposition Socialist 
Parly, said on Sunday the 
.meeting of Mr. Chirac and 
;Mr. Zeroual was a bad idea 
'and should be put off until 
.after Nov. 16. 

■ . “I regret this meeting will 
take place. I think it is not the 
.right moment,” he told 
.Branch television TF1. 

■.. “France, which is in a very 
.difficult position, notably 


with regards to terrorism, 
should not be seen as poking 
its nose into the Algerian 
violence,” Mr. Jospin said. 

“De Charette denied that 
Mr. Chirac's talks with Mr. 
Zeroual later this month in 
New York meant that Paris 
was taking sides. 

"This would be the oppo- 
site of what we intend,” he 
said. 

“There is a debate in 
Algeria. Not everyone is in 
agreement on the organisa- 
tion of tile presidential elec- 
tions. France will listen to all 
sides, but it will not take part 
in this debate,” Mr. De 
Charette said. 

Mr. Zeroual hopes the 
presidential poll will put an 
end to civil strife that has tom 
the country. More than 
30,000 people are estimated 
to have died since 1991, when 
Algeria's military-backed au- 
thorities cancelled general 
elections that fundamentalist 
Muslims were poised to win. 

Four men including Mr. 
Zeroual will be on tbe ballot 
in next month’s election. 

But there will be none 
from the now-banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), which 
had swept to an almost un- 
assailable lead in 1991 when 
tbe authorities scrapped the 
vote at the last minute. 

Asked how the dialogue in 
Algeria could be considered 
democratic without the fun- 
damentalists’ participation, 
Mr. De Charette said be 
could not answer without be- 
coming involved in Algeria’s 
domestic affairs. 

“But you must understand 
that France will always be 
ready to encourage the 
widest possible dialogue with 
those who reject violence and 
terrorism,” he added. 

Mr. De Charette said 
France would continue to 
give Algeria economic aid 
but reiterated denials that 
Frame was providing Algiers 
with police or military equip- 
ment used by the authorities 
against extremist guerrillas. 


Jordan 
ready to host 
Arab-Iranian 
dialogue 


AMMAN (J.T.) — IBs 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Monday 
discussed with a senior 
Iranian official, Ahmad 
Haj Husseini, die pros- 
pects of holding Arab- 
Iranian seminars in 1996 
on topics of mutual con- 
cern in light of regional 
developments. 

The Crown Prince and 
Mr. Husseini also re- 
viewed the nature of 

S ics to be tackled at 
total meetings planned 
by Iranian and Arab intel- 
lectuals. 

The Crown Prince said 
that Jordan was ready to 
host meetings and semi- 
nars that are designed to 
build bridges of coopera- 
tion among Muslim na- 


tions and remove differ- 
ences in views among 
them. 

Mr. Husseini, who 
attended a seminar orga- 
nised by the centre for 
Strategic Studies at the 
University of Jordan, is 
the general director of tbe 
Institute for International 
and Political Studies at 
the Iranian Foreign Minis- 
try. 

Mr. Husseini also met 
officials from the Arab 
Thought Foram to discuss 
prospects for holding 
Arab-Iranian meetings 
and the topics to be dis- 
cussed, including regional 
security and outstanding 
issues between Iran and 
the Arab World. 


i FESTIVAL: Palestinians on Sunday participate in the first outdoor festival 
organised in East Jerusalem since 1967. The festival was organised by the 
I Palestinian National Theatre, which used to hold the event indoors 
Delegations from the U.S. and other countries also took part (AFP photo) 


Khatib thanks 
King for ending 
crisis of camps 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
charge d'affaires at the 
Palestinian Embassy in Am- 
man, Omar Khatib, on Mon- 
day thanked His Majesty 
King Hussein for ending the 
controver sy over tbe Palesti- 
nian refugee camps following 
reports that the owners of the 
land on which the camps had 
been built should be restored 
to their owners in accordance 
with a court ruling. 

In a statement to tbe Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
Mr. Khatib said that the 
King's “wisdom is a source of 
reassurance and satisfaction 
for the Palestinian people liv- 
ing in the camps, who are 
treated on equal footing with 
tbe Jordanian citizens in 
terms of rights and duties.” 

In a statement to the press 
on Saturday the King said 
there was no need for worry 
over the issue of the own- 
ership of lands on which 
Palestinian refugees camps 
were built and that Jordan 
would not expel Palestinians 
from its territory. 

The government said ear- 
lier that it would intercede 
with tbe owners of tbe lands 
and assured refugees that 
they would not be evacuated. 


Minister of Justice Hisham 
Tell said Monday that the 
court’s ruling would not be 
implemented through de- 
molishing homes or evicting 
their occupiers. The govern- 
ment would find substitute 
solutions that would guaran- 
tee the rights of the landown- 
ers and reassure camp resi- 
dents over their future until a 
final settlement to the issue 
can be found. 

The minister said that the 
question would be seeded by 
tiie ministries of justice ana 
finance. This will take place 
by either renewing a lease on 
the land or through the gov- 
ernment paying compensa- 
tion to the landowners, he 
said. 

Mr. Khatib referred to tbe 
question of Palestinian 
citizens holding Jordanian 
passports and voiced appre- 
ciation to the King for halting 
the withdrawing of perma- 
nent passports and replacing 
them with temporary pass- 
ports for the Palestinians liv- 
ing in Jordan. 

He said that the decision 
had further reassured the 
Palestinians and reflected in 
deed King Hussein’s con- 
tinued support for the 
Palestinian people. 


Turkish 

coalition 

reborn 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Tanso Ciller 
announced Monday that she 
had struck a deal resurrecting 
a right-left coalition whose 
collapse under a month ago 
sparked a bitter fight for her 
own political survival. 

She told a news conference 
she had readied an accord 
“in prindple” to ally the so- 
cial democratic Republican 
People’s Party (CHP; of De- 
niz Baykal with her own con- 
servative True Path Party 
(DYP). 

Ms. Ciller also moved to 
take her own party in hand, 
expelling 10 deputies who 
had voted against it or ab- 
stained in a parliamentary 
confidence vote on Sunday, 
which she lost. 

But, refusing to accept de- 
feat as she fought tenaciously 
to remain in power, she then 
turned back to the CHP 
which she had fallen out 
nearly four weeks before. 

However, there was still 
some uncertainty over Ms. 
Oiler's exact position in the 
wake of the confidence vote 
defeat after she went to Tur- 
kish President Suleyman De- 
nrire! and tendered her res- 
ignation. 


Hrawi agrees to 
seek three more 
years in office 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi, whose term runs out 
next month, agreed Monday’ 
to seek another three years in 
office under a constitutional 
amendment backed by the 
government. 

“I must agree to your 
wishes and those of the repre- 
sentatives of the people as 
well as act according to my 
patriotic principles.'' Mr. 
Hrawi said in response to 
requests to extend his term 
from both the cabinet and 
parliament. 

“I thank you for the trust 
you placed in me, this trust 
which encourages me to con- 
tinue to assume my responsi- 
bilities towards peace, recon- 
struction, liberation and the 
return of people displaced by 
the war.” he said. 

Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri said the government 
was unanimous in its propos- 
al that Mr. Hrawi submit a 
bill to amend the constitution 
and allow him to extend his 
mandate. 

Parliament is expected to 
meet Thursday to approve 
the amendment which auto- 
matically would add another 
three years to Mr. Hrawi’s 
presidency. 


Under the constitution, 
parliament elects Lebanon’s 
president, who must be a 
Maronite Christian, for a 
non-renewable period of six 
years. Any amendment must 
be backed by two- third:, of 
parliament’s 128 members. 

Mr. Hariri praised the 
president’s achievements and 
said his mandate should be 
extended for several reasons 
but mainly to expand coop- 
eration with Syria, the key 
power-broker in Lebanon 
where it deploys 35,000 
troops. 

He said it was even more 
important now to bolster 
Syrian-Lebanese cooperation 
because of the deadlocked 
peace negotiations with 
Israel. 

The extension of Mr. Hra- 
wi’s mandate has been the 
cause of political bickering 
for months. But last week 
Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad said he supported an 
extension of Mr. Hrawi’s 
mandate to ensure stability. 

Parliamentary Speaker 
Nabih Beni on Monday 
stressed the need to maintain 
a “high degree of coordina- 
tion between Lebanon and 

. (Continued on page 7) 


Sporadic 

fighting 

outside 

Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — Spor- 
adic fighting continued Mon- 
day on the southern fringes of 
Kabul between fences loyal to 
President Burbanuddin Rab- 
bani and the Taliban militia 
trying to capture the Afghan 


itself was calm and 
life remained normal inside 
the city,, witnesses said. The 
frontlines'dftbe3?esieged city 
.were also reported to be 
stable. 

Residents and witnesses 
said Kabul's Karte Se and 
Karte Shahr suburbs were hit 
by several rockets on Sunday. 
Six people were killed and 16 
injured. Radio Kabul said. 

Some shellfire was beard 
Monday but there were no 
immediate reports of any 
casualties. 

• 

Taliban sources said fight- 
ing around Kabul bad slowed 
since Sunday and insisted 
that tiie militia was consoli- 
dating its gains. 

“They have captured a lot 
of area in less than a week 
and they need full prepara- 
tion before entering Kabul,” 
an Afghan intellectual in Isla- 
mabad said. 

Other Afghan sources 
attributed tbe toll in fighting 
to talks now underway be- 
tween the Talibans and offi- 
cials of the four-party Sup- 
reme Coordination Council 
of the Mami e Republic of 
Afghanistan (SCCIRA). 

The council indudes ex- 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar's Hezb-e-Islami 
faction and the National 
Movement of Uzbek General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, both 
of whom have established a 
i loose alliance in a common 
I bid to unseat Mr. Rabbani. 


Ethiopia takes Sudan case to Security Council 


UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP) — U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali 
has informed the Security 
Council of Ethiopia’s de- 
mand for Sudan to extra- 
dite three suspects in a 
failed bid to assassinate 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, according to a 
statement released Mon- 
day. 

In a letter dated Sept. 
14 and addressed to the 
Security Council, Dr. 
Ghali said Ethiopia would 
defer further action until 
it had ascertained what 
■progress could be made 


by the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU). 

“The concerned au- 
thorities of Ethiopia have 
concluded that the terror-, 
ist assault on the motor- 
cade of IBs Excellency 
President Hosni Mubarak 
on 26 June in Addis Aba- 
ba, although the work of 
members of Al Gamaa Al 
Islamiah, was an opera- 
tion supported, assisted, 
and facilitated by the 
security organs of 
Sudan,” he said. 

Dr. Ghali cited a letter 
from Ethiopian Foreign 
Minister Seyoum Mesfin 


and an enclosed statement 
from the OAU. 

According to the Ethio- 
pian authorities, weapons 
used in the aborted 
attempt to kill Mr. 
Mubarak have been dear- 
ly traced to Sudanese 
security forces and di- 
plomatic covers were 
apparently used. 

Mr. Mubarak is to take 
pan in a meeting next 
week of 150 heads of state 
and government gathering 
for celebrations marking 
the 50th anniversary of 
the United Nations, de- 
spite continued death 


threats from radical 
groups. 

Sudanese President 
Omar Al Bashir was in- 
itially scheduled to attend 
the gathering, but his 
name failed to appear on 
a list of leaders to address 
the General Assembly. 

The Sudanese mission 
to the United Nations has 
informed U.N. staff that 
Lieutenant-General 
Bashir would not attend 
but would instead be rep- 
resented here by his fore- 
ign minister, a U.N. 
spokesman said. 


Aideed forces firmly in control of Baidoa 


BAIDOA, Somalia (R) — 
Forces of faction leader 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
firmly control Somalia's for- 
mer “city of death” but a row 
over looting is keeping out 
aid agencies that brought it 
bade to life. 

Baidoa, tiie southern farm- 
ing town that was the oentre 
of Somalia’s famine in 1992, 
was busy and appeared at 
peace at the weekend, well 
under the thumb of “technic- 
al” banlewagons one month 
after its capture by General 
Ai deed’s Somali Liberation 
Army (SLA). 

Technicals, four-wheel- 
drive vehides bristling with' 
weapons, guarded the centre, 
key buildings, the airport as 
well as the entrance from the 
capital Mogadishu, 245 
kilometres to the northeast. 

"In the whole region we 
have enough technicals to 
make peace here, where it is 
appropriate,” said Hussein 
Aideed, a son of the leader 
who was elected president of 
Somalia in June but is not 
internationally recognised. 

Streets were packed with 
taxis and shoppers, and a 
teacher organised a demon- 
stration by 60 children who 
chanted in support of Gen. 
Aideed. 

“Security is very difficult. 


We had a skirmish on 
Wednesday with the Lisao 
and their allies who tried to 
cause people to flee but 
didn’t succeed. Numerous 
people were hurt,” be added. 

The Usan is the sub-clan 
militia forced out by Gen. 
Aideed’s surprise thrust from 
his south Mogadishu stron- 
ghold to extend his control to 
Baidoa. 

“But the city now as usual 
is calm,” Hussein told Reu- 
ters. The Reuters team was 
the first foreign news orga- 
nisation to reach Baidoa 
since the attack and the eva- 
cuation of 20 international 
aid workers caught during the 
assault and held by Gen. 
Aideed’s forces for several 
days. 

Hussein, 30 and a former 
U.S. military reservist, de- 
clined to say how many were 
killed during the Lisan 
counter-attack last Wednes- 
day. 

Travellers said at least 20 
bodies were left at the edges 
of Baidoa and at least 13 
wounded. Aideed gunmen 
were flown to the capital for 
treatment as the road was 
insecure. 

A commander of the 
hitherto-unknown Rahan- 
weyn resistance army told the 
British Broadcasting Cor- 


Starvation 
on the rise 

AN AVERAGE of fire chil- 
dren are dying of 
starvation-related diseases 
every day In the Hiran re- 
gion of Somalia north of 
Mogadishu, local officials 
said Moray. 

Abdi Osman Aden, a re- 
Bef and re h a bi l it ation offic- 
er fix' tiie faction of the 
Hawadle dan, said the chil- 
dren bad been dying at that 
rate for the past three 
weeks. 

Farmers mid nomads re- 
turned to tiie region recent- 
ly after having Oed inter- 
dan fighting, trat without 
seeds, fertiliser or tools. 

Tbe people of Bekhrdn, 
tbe main town in the region, 
pledged that they would 
guarantee the security of 
any aid workers arriving to 
help the children. 


poration nine of Gen. 
Aideed's militiamen were kil- 
led in the Baidoa area on 
Saturday by angry clan fight- 
ers, who had lost a dozen 
dead in the same attacks. 


Officials said Gen. Aideed, 
who in 1993 evaded a U.S.- 
led manhunt during the ill- 
fated United Nations opera- 
tion in Somalia that ended in 
March, was too busy to see 
journalists. 

Critics of his government 
said he overextended himself 
by seizing Baidoa and now be 
had to stay there to ensure 
that it remained in his hands. 

Hussein Aideed said: “We 
are taking food and medicine 
from the (aid agency) ware- 
houses to distribute to re- 
gional authorities, the hospit- 
al and orphanage... this is 
done by our goodwill." 

The main aid agency ware- 
house centre in Baidoa was 
guarded by seven technicals 
and officials said Hussein had 
the keys. 

Asked whether this dis- 
tribution was in cooperation 
with the remaining Somali 
staff of U.N. agencies and 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) stuck in 
Baidoa, Hussein said it was 
not. 

Aid workers say equip- 
ment worth an estimated 
£300,000 was looted from 
compounds during Gen. 
Aideed’s takeover of Baidoa, 
■which was once the showcase 
for U.N. and NGO work in 
Somalia 


Powell is ‘a distant 
cousin of queen* 

LONDON (AFP) — 
General Colin Powell, for- 
mer top VS. military com- 
mander and a potential 
candidate for the U.S. pres- 
idency. is a distant cousin 
of Queen Elizabeth 11. a 
geneology expert said here 
Monday. Gen. Powell, son 
of Jamaican immigrants, 
can also claim hereditary 
linkage to U.S. Presidents 
George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson and 
George Bush, said Harold 
Brooks-Baker. publishing 
director of Burke’s 
Peerage, a kind of who’s 
who of nobility. Mi. 
Brooks-Baker said 

research showed Gen. 
Powell, former chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,, 
is a direct descendant of 
the Coote family, a line of 
Irish military baronets. 
General Sir Eyre Coote, 
when he was governor of 
Jamaica, sired a child with 
a black slave girl named 
Sally, who was Colin 
Powell’s great, great, great 
grandmother, said Mr. 
Brooks-Baker. Through Sir 
Eyre, Gen. Powell is relat- 
ed to most of the great 
ancient families of Britain, 
including Britain’s royal 
family, and to royalty and 
nobility throughout 

Europe, he said. “Distant 
cousins of Gen. Powell 
include the queen, the 
Princess of Wales and 
Queen Elizabeth the queen 
mother, and all British 
dukes with the exception 
of the Duke of 
Westminster,” said Mr. 
Brooks-Baker. “This is an 
example of the royalty and 
leadership gene in action.” 
he said. As for Sir Eyre, 
whose dalliance with a 
slave girl set the leadership 
gene rolling, he was dis- 
missed from the British 
army in 1815 for “sexual 
impropriety” 

Cheers, boos at 
end of Wagner’s 
new-style Ring 


LONDON (AP) — A 
relentlessly modem stagr 
ing of Richard Wagner’s 
Ring with the hero, 
Siegfried, in shin-sleeves 
and heroine Brunnhilde 
wearing a brown paper bag 
over her bead ended in 
uproar at tiie Royal Opera 
House. A 20-minute frenzy 
of booing and cheering 
greeted Tbe Twilight Of 
The Gods, the climax of 
the four-opera cycle, 
Saturday night However, 
admirers of this new-style 
production of tbe struggle 
between gods, giants and 
dwarves over a golden ring 
that gives power to rule the 
world had tbe edge in the 
Covent Garden audience. 
The fondest cheers were 
for Bernard Haitink, tbe 
Royal Opera’s Dutch 
.music director, who con- 
ducted all four operas in 
the cycle, which was 
launched in October 1994. 
Haitink slipped on the 
steeply raked stage as he 
took a bow but managed to 
keep upright Boos were 
directed at tbe production 
team headed by Britons 
Richard Jones arid designer 
Nigel Lowery. Jones evad- 
ed reporters. 

Sisters make 
suicide leap from 
H. Kong highrise 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Two teenaged sisters 
leaped to their deaths from 
highrise public housing 
block in the latest suicide 
by troubled youngsters in 
Hong Kong, a police 
spokesman said Monday. 
Chan Wai-Ling, 16. and 
her sister Wai-Han, 15, 
embraced and leapt from 
the 19th floor of the block 
m the Yuen Long district 
Sunday despite desperate 
appeals from firemen and 
police. The girls reportedly 
tried to hang themselves in 
a stairwell earlier but were 
stopped by a neighbour 
who alerted police. 



